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LETTERS, ^c, 



Y OU agree with me, my friend, in la- 
menting the evils which the fuperftitious 
folly of mankind has in fo many inftances 
brought upon them. Yet you feem to 
doubt whether the extraordinary cala- 
mities which rhave related, as having 
befallen the family of Falconberg,. are to 
I be imputed folely to that caufe* You 
^ fay, Sir Mordaunt's infanity, and not his 
^ prejudices, was the chief fource of thofe 

V calamities. But is there not every rea- 

V fon to believe that his derangement 
J of mind was occafioned by his bi- - 

gotry, and that the men to whom he 
gave up the little underftanding he 
ever poffeffed, found, that by ixv^M^tvc- 
Vol. IL B ^'^^ 
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ing and irritating a difpofition naturally 
felfifli, violent, ^nd fufpicious, they 
Ihbuld have the power to detach him 
from all thofe ^fFefilions which huma- 
nize the heart, and obtain fuch a com- 
mand over him as would throw his large 
•property into their hands? How well 
they llicceeded my narrative has de- 
, clared. You arc^ .however, a little diH- 
pofed, I fee, to cavil at the probability of 
my ftory. My good friend, is there any 
thing impoffible in it ? Unlefs there be^ 
fufpend awhile your defire lo criticife 
its probabilities; and recolleft how many 
ftrange things both you and I (whofe 
ages together make not half a century) 
have feen, which had we read of, or been 
told of them, a few years ago, we fhould 
have confidered as the vifions of a dif- 
ordered imagination! 

Believe, for it is true, that Mifs Eal- 
conberg ftiU exifts, or did very lately 
exi(l,in the neighbourhood of Florence; 
where, for aught I know, I may one day 

or 
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or Other be tempted- to feek her, and^ 
like a wandering knight of old tiifnes, 
liften to the hiftory of her forrows, told * 
in her own inierefting words. Nay, do 
not begin to cry pfha ! and pOoh ! and 
do not write to me another loyg leQure 
on eccentricity, or hint at a fufpicion 
that I feek a* fort of folitary fame, by 
thinking, or at leaft afling, as no reafon- 
able man ever thought or a£led before. 
I feek no fame. Of what value would 
it be to fne, fincc 1 fliould certainly 
never hear of it ? Or wherefore fhould I 
concern myfelf about opinions enter- 
tained of me by half a fcore or half an 
hundred inGgriificant people, who, five 
minutes after they have moft dogmati- 
cally decided on my conduS, will for- 
get ray yery exiftence f You have aflced 
me-,* my friend, if, by my defultory and 
wandering life, I expefl to regain hap- 
pincfs ?— Happinefs ? Alas ! can any ra- 
tional being fay that he ever tafte^ it ? 
I once^ indeed, fondly believed il Mi\\.\\\xv 

B a Tcv>j 
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my grafp; but it is gone, fled for eyer! 
- — and now all I aitenipt is to make the 
life I muft endure as tolerable as pof- 
fible, and for this purpofe I pafs where- 
ever novelty or curiofity attraft me. An 
author, who appears to me to have beet? 
one of the mod illuftrious men that any 
' age or nation has^ produced, fays, in one 
of his letters written towards the end 
of his life, that — to the end I aim at, 
^* tout eft bon, poxirvu. qu'on attrape 
le bout de la journee; qu*on foupe et 
qu on dorme : le refte eft vanite des^ 
vanites, mais I'amitie eft chofe veri- 
table." 

My life, whatever it may be to myfelf, 
is not however always ufelefs to others; 
I have more than once met in my wan. 
derings with thofe whofe forrows I had 
the power at leaft to fufpend ; while, by 
remarking th«, various miferies of life, I 
have learned bettt*r to endure my owa. I 

am now ther-efore going. ^** Going ?'* 

you will impatietitly aflc; " whither, and 

• for 
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for what ?*' In truth, it is not always eafy 
for me to anfwer ihofe queftioris ; but 
now I rather, think, however, it will be 
4iorthward ; and from the north-weftern 
coaff of England, or frbm Scotland, you 
may perhaps hear from me again. I 
have fome bufinefs at Liverpool, which 
I may as well do now as hereafter. It 
relates to accounts between my late fa* 
tbcr and a gentleman, the fon of an old 
friend, who was fent from Jamaica for 
education^ and was fome time his ward. 
They have been long ready, and the 
balance long fince paid ; but fome tri^ 
fling adjuftment yet remains, for which 
he refers me to his merchant at Liver^ 
pool. It is lucky, you will fay, that 1 
find any reafon for going to one place 
rather than anoiher. I own I do want 
motive in general to exert myfclf at alL 
How fad is the tafk of efcaping from 
onefelf! 
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LETTER'II. 

Hycrpodl. 

.1 PASS over my joilrney from my late 
folitary abode to this bufy town, where 
every objeft is affembled that I diflilce 
the moft, and where I certainly fliould 
not have ftaid three hours, had I not 
very unexpectedly found here the young 
man of whom I fpoke in my laft letter; 
and ftill more unexpeQedly difcovered 
in hjm, after a very fliort converfation^ 
qualities of the heart and the underiland«» 
ing, which I hardly expefted bad fur. 
vived fome years refidence in Jamaica^ 
and which made m^ wifli to know more 
of him fuch as h6 now is ; for when we 
laft parted we were both boys. He ap-* 
peared happy to fee the fon of a man to 
whom he pphfidered liimfelf fo muth 

obliged. 



SOLITARY WANDERER. 7 

obliged,.* My father had, he faid, been 
to him more than his own .; and the gra- 
titude and tendernefs with which he 
'fpoke of his guardian would alone have 
attached me to him more than is ufual 
with me : but I found another reafon 
to give up, at leaft for awhile, what you 
call, and perhaps with reafon, my gloomy 
eccentricities, when he introduced me lo 
his wife, whom he married in Jamaica 
about two years finc^, and on whofe 
account principally he came to Eng- 
land. 

I know exa&ly the look you will put 
on when you read this part of my letter ; 
but a truce, my friend; with ybur raiU 
lery till you hear why I found Mrs* 
Denbigh fingularly interefting and at--^ 
Iraftive. It was not her beauty, though 
flie is a remarkably delicate and preuy 
wortian; for I cannow behold the moft 
dazzling beauty with indifference. It 
was not what are called accomplifh- 
ojentSj^for with thofe (he is>not emitieuOL^ 

B 4 Yxas'v^^^\ 
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provided; but it was a fort of lender- 
nefs of manner, without any of that af- 
feQation of peculiar foftnefs which has 
fo often difgufted me ; a manner which 
is rather to be felt than defcribed; and 
which perhaps, though it created in roe 
a great degree of intereft, might not 
have any effefl on another. You may 
remember, that formerly, in our difqui-» 
fitions on the characters and manners of 
women, I have frequently ridiculed the 
languid indolent ftyle which fome of 
them afFed, and the trembling timidity 
^hich is fo prettily put on by others* 
My friend's wife has a great deal of 
both thefe female faults ; but they are, 
I am now convinced, the efFeS of fome 
fingular circumftances of her life 5 and, 
knowing that, her languor is not repuU 
fiye, or her timidity difgufting. 

Denbigh and I had not been two days 
together before our former intimacy was 
renewed. He talked to me now of the 
affairs of bis fortune juil as he ufed to 

tell 
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tell me of his fchool adventures; and, 
. on fonie points where he found himfelf 
in doubts^ confulted me on his future 
proceedings. The moft important of 
thefe was his deiign of felling his whole 
property in the Weft Indies. " 'Tis an 
hereditary eftate," fstid he, *\ and has be- 
longed to my family ever fince tlie firft 
fettlement of the ifland; but though I 
know, that from the utmoft amount of 
the fjile, I Ihall not make any thing like 
the income it now brings me; yet I fo 
extremely diflike the nature of the pro- 
perty, that I fliould, I think, determine 
to^a'rtwithit,evenif my wife's great aver- 
fion; from reliding there did not weigh fo. 
much with me, who cannot live without 
her ; and know that relidence alone on 
a plantation can make either the mafter 
rich, or his people contented." — *' 1 . 
thought,*' replied I, «' that Mrs. Den- 
bigh had been alfo a native of Jamaica 
and had merely come to England, Si^ 
you did, for education.'* He^Tv^^tx^^ 

B 5 *^ ^^ 
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*' She ccrtarnly was born there j but froi» 
a very early age was brought up in Eu- 
rope, under the care ci an aunt, a re* 
markably fenfibte woman, who, having 
been left e^ly her own miftrefs, found 
jndepeniienGe fo much more jdcfirable 
than a matrimonial connexion with 
any of thofe who offered, that Ihe vo- 
luntarily became what is called an old 
maid:; and taking her mece from fchool 
before her mind was vitiated by the 
rivalry too common among all girls, and 
too much encouraged 'by the commoa 
mode of education, fbe undertook to 
inftruS her at hoqne; but her plan for 
that purppfe did not embrace number- 
lefs frivolous attempts at arts, whicli 
are « nothing, if not obtained in' per-> 
feftion, but rather in ufeful acquire*, 
ment^^ writing correftly her own lan-t 
guage^ underftanding and ipeaking Ita^ 
lian and French, and forming her tafte 
while the virtues of her heart were- 
not forgotten. Mrs. Maynard,, her aunt^ 

,, 3 '*^<^ 
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ivbo piqued herfeJf on ftrength of mind 
. fuperioiP to her fex, endeavoured to 
communicate the Fame difdain of femi- 
* niike weaknefs to her niece : but I think 
tbat my Henrietta has e&aped the hard* 
nefs of charafter which fuch attempts 
frequently produce; and, perhaps being 
fenfible a little too much of it in her 
aunt, has rather indulged the natural 
tendency of her mind to the oppofite 
extreme. 

Henrietta had never feen her father 
fince her childhood : he was a man whofe 
ideas had received alltheir colour from 
bis fituation. The only fon of a very 
rich planter, he had never been in Eng- 
land fince he left fchool at ten years old, 
and had conceived fucb an averfion 
from a place where he had been on the 
footing of equality with other boys, th^t 
he never defired to revifit Europe. 
From being a defpot on his own eftate,, 
imagined he might-exercife unbounded 
^ authority over every being that b^low^dw. 

B 6 \Q^ 
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to |iim. But his lifter, as haughty in her 
, way ^ he was in his, has always main- 
tained her independence; and as (heliad 
a very confiderable fortune at her own 
difpofal, and was not likely to marry, he 
thought his daughter would be provided 
for by fuffering her to continue with 
her aunt. He had a Ton by a fecond 
wife, on whom all his affedion was 
placed, and for whom all his fortune 
was, he thought, too little. By a variety 
of other women of every various (hade, 
from the quadroon to the negro of the 
Gold coaft, he had many 'other chil- 
dren, who were brought up by their mo- 
thers on his eftates ; and who, though 
not aftually flaves, were confidered as-^ 
attached to the foil. The boys.as they 
grew up became overfeers or accompt- 
ants; and fome of the girls were re- i 
' ceived into the houfe, where, as it had i 
no regular miftrefs, (his fecond wife ' 
- being long iince dead,) they held a Ibri? 
of middle place between the fervants anij 

thi 
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the children of the houfe. Mr. James 
Denbigh, the young heir, had been re- 
called by his impatient Father at about 
feventeen, and was fome time unwillingly 
an inhabitant of Jamaica; but to be con- 
fined to any fpot, or under even the 
queftioning Qye of his father, was what 
he could not refol^e upon. He paffed 
almoft all his time with the officers of 
the Englifh regiments at that time fta* , 
tioned at Jamaica, and engaged deeply 
in their amufements; where, in the midft 
of his thoughtlefs diffipation, he was at- 
tacked by the fever which has now for 
fo many years been raging with fatal 
fury in America, and died before his 
f?ither even knew that he was ill. 

So fell^t once all thofe fplendid vi* 
fions of continuing and aggrandizing his 
family, which had foriy ears been the favou- 
rite contemplations, of theelder Mr. May- 
nard^ His temper, naturally violent and 
irafcible, became" after this difappoint- 
ment fo tyrannic and Intolerable^ vV\^\ 
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thofe moft accuftomed to endufe fifs^ 
brutal caprices found it altaoft impof- 
fible to continue with him. Imagine 
then, my friend, what muft have been 
the fituation of my poor Henrietta in the 
fcenes (he was involved in. Her aunt, 
with whom fhe had travelled for two 
years through France and Italy,, had 
been at home only feven or eight months, 
when (he became frequently fubjeft to 
a pulmonary complaint, wlxich Ihe neg- 
lefled ; affuring Henrietta, who faw its 
progrefs with great uneafinefs, that it 
would yield only to fummer. It was, 
fhe faid, ufelefs to apply remedies which 
would be ineffeQual ; and (he projefted, 
as Toon as the fpring arrived, ai long tour 
northward, to end in a refid^nce of fix 
weeks in Wales, where fhe perfuaded 
herfelf goat's mlik and pure air would en- 
tirely reftore hcj. During the winter (he 
became evidently worfe, yet (till looked 
forward to fpring as a period whidh 
would reaew her exiftence. Spring in- 
deed 
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deed came; but coldly and relui^Titly ; 
perpetual rain^ or north^eaft winds, 
checked every effort of the approaching 
fun, and my poor Henrietta loft her 
aunt, her only frieitd and proteftrefe : 
nor was (he at all confoled by finding 
herfelf, at hardly twenty,^nii{irefs of a 
fortune of upwards of feventeen thou- 
fand pounds. . 

I hawi met with her and her aunt at Pe^ 
2ena's,whe'n they were about to return to 
England ; where wheti I arrived fome 
months after them, 1 had renewed my ac- 
quaintance. Henrietta made at firft a 
very favourable imprcffion on my min4 : 
our fortunes^ our condition of life, and 
our ages, all feemed to unite in making, 
an union between us defirable for both 
parties -^ but I had feen among my owa ' 
friends two fuch ftriking examples of 
the unhappy confequences of early and 
hafty «narriages^ that I determined to fee 
more of the fair Henrietta Before I put 
ipy happincfk in any degree in her ^owe^* 



t6 LETTERS OF A 

We parted therefore at that time without 
my having profelTed any warmer fenti- 
ment thanfriendfhip: and when our inters 
courfe was renewed in town,, her aunt 
was in fuch^a ftate of heahh, that HeOf 
rietta would, I found, have been of- 
fended, had I then named to her a paf- 
fion which was now become the livelieft 
fentiment of my heart. It was, however, 
impoflible to conceal what I yet feared 
to explain; till one evening, when I 
called with my ufual inquiry, and was 
admitted, I found Henrietta drowned in 
tears : fobs choked her utterance, and 
her bofom heaved wi^h convulfive ago- 
nies ; while with diffi<:ulty ihe repeated 
what the phyfician who attended her 
aunt had juft told her, that he thought 
it impoffible (he could furvive the week* 
Her grief was fo afFefting, her attend- 
ance on her dying relation had been fo 
exemplary, that I loved her at that mo- 
ment more paffionately than ever ; and 
1 know hot how, but I contrived to offer 

my 
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my proteQian as a hufband, as the fondeft 
and moft adoring hufband, when forroiv 
for the cruel event which I feared was 
inevitable, (hould permit ber to look 
forward to the profpeQs of her future 
life. Henrietta was not ignorant of my 
attachment to her. Her aunt had ptr- 
ceivcd it with pleafure, and I now re- 
proached myfelf for the necdiefs referve 
I had held. We foon came to a perfe*£l 
underftanding. Mrs. Maynard herfelf, 
trembling on the brink of the grave^ 
joined our hands, and blefled us* She 
bade her beloved Henrietta look on mc^ 
as her bed friend, entruft me with the 
' management of all her pecuniary con- 
cerns, and fuffer no forms of mere cuC 
torn to delay her giving me a right to 
be her friend ahd proteSor. Scarce had 
we performed the lad offices to this re- 
Jpedtable woman, when Henrietta re- 
ceived letters from her father's agent, 
informing her of the death of her bro- 
ther, and bis orders that (he (houldlvcv- 
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mediately come over to Jamaica. To 
thefe were added two very fliort and per- 
emptory letters from her father him- 
felf, one addreffed to his fifter now de- 
ceafed, the other to his daughter, in 
both of which he exprefled himfqlf like 
a man who would be obeyed, without any 
attention to the feelings or inclinations 
of thofe whom he thought he had a right 
to command. 

Henrietta pnt thefe unwelcome man^ 
dates into my band, and told me flie 
muft prepare to obey them. I inftantly 
perceived that my hopes of immediately 
calling her mine were confiderably di- 
minifbed by this unexpeded change, 
and dreaded left her father had views ; 

i 

for her which might feparatc us for ever. ' 
I communicated my fears to Henrietta :^ 
they were founded on what 1 had heardt 
of her father's character, of which lh<^ 
feemed niore ignorant than I was; fof 
Mrs. Maynard, however fhe conterand 
her brother, had always refpefled tW 

dvxf 
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duty which her iiiece owed him, and had 
as much as fhe could concealed from her 
his vicious charafter. Henrietta there- 
fore heard me with aftonifhment when I 
told her that I fore(aw, if ihe returned 
to Jamaica, our union would be defer«» 
red, if not broken for ever. She con- 
tended, that her father could not be fo 
unrealbnable ; that if, like the genera- 
lity of fathers, fortune was his objcQ, I 
was heir to, or already pofleSed, a pro- 
perty which was more than equal to 
hers; that in point of family and con* 
nedlioss mine was infinitely fuperiori 
and that it appeared to her almoft im- 
• poffible for her father to make any ob- 
jeftion.^ ' 

That fuch was the flattering opinion 

of Henrietta was to roe a misfortune ; 

\ 

for it furniChed her with arguments 
againft what I ardently folicited— ^an im- 
mediate marriage. It was in vain I re- 
prefented to her, that, firmly pcrfuaded 
as (he appeared to be of her father's coiv^ 
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currence, there would be no breach of 
duly in fulfilling the laft wifhes of her 
deceafcd friend, and marrying before 
flie obeyed her father's fummons. She 
combated all I could fay with arguments 
which I foon found were not her own ; 
and r difcovered with undefcribable 
mortification, that ihe was didated to by 
one of thofe officious people, who, hav- 
ing a very high opinion of their own 
wifdom, delight in dire3ing the condud 
of others, and are never fo happy as 
when they can bufy themfelves in affairs 
of which for the moft part they can have 
only an incomplete knowledge. Artful, 
infinuating, and fpecious, Mrs, Apthorp, 
who had been an intimate friend of her 
aunt's, now ufed her utmofl endeavours 
to preferve the power which that title 
and her own art had given her over 
the mind of Henrietta. She had other 
views in doing fo than* merely to gratify 
her love of meddling and dictating ; and 
fhe fucceeded but too well. 

The 
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-The nonage of Henrietta, and every 
other ob|e6tion, was pleaded in fupport 
pf the refolution which I found (he had 
taken of returning to Jamaica, and fo- 
liciting her father's confent to our mar- 
riage. I then infi (led upm accompany- 
ing her in the fame ve(rel ; but I 
found her equally prepared with reafons 
againft that. Her cunning direftrefs 
had forefeen that I (hould endeavour to 
obtain that proof of her regard, and bad 
armed my poor Henrietta with fo great 
a (lore of prudi{h, and as I thought un- 
neceflfary objeQions, that my patience 
was exhaufted; and for the fird time 
fince our acquaintance, I remonllrated 
wi:h fome degree of afperity againd this- 
midrud of my honour, and thefe doubts 
pf my real afteflion. Henrietta an- 
fwered only by her tears ; but her refo- 
lution. feemed un(haken : and vexed be- 
yond all endurance at the influence 
which I found an artful woman had ob- 
tained over fo good an underdanding as 
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Henrietta pofleffed, I was rafli enough 
to declare to her, that we muft either gb 
together, or part never to meet stgain. 
1 left her in a temper of mind not eafy 
to be defcribed ; but repenting, and even 
dctefting myfelf for the pain I had in- 
flidled, I flew back to apologize, and to 
implore for pardon. Henrietta, how- 
ever, was already gone to pour her for- 
rows into the bofom of her friend, who 
knew fo well how to inflame her natu- 

9 I 

rally gentle temper, that, when I again 
fought her the next day, fhe was denied 
to me ; and a few hours afterwards Ihe 
was carried into Hampfliire by her zea- 
lous and prudent monitrefs, whofe af- 
cendancy feemed to increafe as mine I 
thought declined. It was riot difficult 
for me to find whither Henrietta was 
gone; and I followed her: but deter- 
mined never to enter ahoufe of which ^ 
Mrs, Apthprp was the miflrefs, I went 
to an inn in the village, and, by writing, 
at length engaged Henrietta to fee me. 

With- 
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Withdrawn from the immediate prefence 
of her ofiBcious direftrcfe, (who had 
perfuaded her that fhe ftood in the place 
of her deceafed ajunt as a guide to her 
conduS,) Henrietta wept, and forgave 
me : but I could obtain my pardon on 
no other terms than thofe of relinqiiifli* 
ing my refolution to take my paffage in 
the fame yeffel. As the moft imperti- 
nent aflFe3ation of prudery could not 
venture to objeQ: to my proceeding in 
anotlier^ I immediately went to Portf- 
mouth, and engaged my paffage in ,a 
(loop, t)ie only veffel in which any to- 
lerable accommodation was left for paf- 
fengers; for the fleet was full of Weft, 
Indians, going to vifit or return to their 
property acrofs the Atlantic. 

I theii acquainted Henrietta with what 
I had done, and battened to London^to 
fettle fome affair3 ^bich my father's 
death and that of your father had left 
upon my bands. I hurried them over, 
and flew back to Portfmouth, where I 
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was indeed permitted to attend my Hen- 
rietta into the (hip which was to convey 
her from England : but imagine my 
furprife and vexation when I found that. 
Mrs. Aptliorp, whom I had fo much 
reafon to deteft was to be her compa- 
nion and proteQrefs during the voyage ! 
I expreffed my aftonifhment the more 
forcibly, becaufe the company of this 
lady had been one of the expedients I 
had propofed, when Henrietta objefted 
to the impropriety of my accompanying 
her alone. I was then told, that not- 
withftanding the very great affeftion of 
Mrs. Apthorp for her dear adopted 
child, her own family, to whom her firft 
duties were due, could not difpenfe with 
her prefence in England. I now found 
her in great form, (haring the "ftate- 
rooms, as they are called, appropriated 
to Henrietta, in a fiiip of whkh her fa- 
ther was principal owner, and direfting- 
every thing with the air of a perfon 
whofe judgment and fagacity were to be 

generally 
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generally^ referrQ^ t6, ^ The captain^ k 
rude blunt feaman, who had very foon 
feen morei of. her than he liked^ ^peiU 
Geived, what indeed 1 had not affefted 
to hide, that thi$^ womafh ^vas utiedy 
hateful to vnc i ^d callihg tne afide, 'be 
aflced me i£. I did not (be what flic: was 
at? «* The devil fly iiwdy with her!'* fald 
he, ^^'Ihe^iJa^'cimtiingasbiffdam. Whj^j 
no wonflen'^he geml^wx^man wants to 
taike Mi&.i»:tow — -Her father is a wi- 
dower-*— No bad lookUoat for the: iviticw^^ 
herfelf, who is not over-burdened with 
moneys But more than" that, therie*&' i a 
fon in the cafe/'— *^ A fon ?" cried I, 
imagining I at once faw the caufe of 
Henrietta's coldnefs to me. . ** Yes,*' 
replied my informer J " but Mifr'.has. 
never feeji him yet. You muft ki^ow, that 
in this madam's jiggetihg bt^ckwards and 
forwards, getting tiungs to rigbt^^ ,jt'vc 
Iffid my tack^ to make out what flte Wa$ i 
and 1 fihd fhei's moth^ , t<j^ one i Ap- 
^ thorp, ^a lawyer, who had a pjaci?^ Mjndqc 
Vol. JI. C GoN^ttv 
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Government in Antigua, and who is 
now removed to Jamaica to a better 
thing]; I don*t know your law terms, 
not J ; but though I've feen this mother 
what d'ye call 'um but twice, I know 
flie intends nothing more or lefs than 
lovmarry the father hetfelf, and her fon 
to his daughter.** Niimberlefs circum- 
flances now occurred to raeii to convince 
me that the<)ld captain gueffed the truth. 
Yet Henrietta was at once acquitted ; 
for I knew flie had never feen the fon^ 
or at lead not fince Ihe was a child: 
my indignation, however, again^ the 
mercenary art of her pretended friend 
was fuch as I no longer attempted to 
difguife; 

You rauft often, my dear friend, have 
feen and lamented the occaGooal weak- 
nefs of the ftrbngeft minds, when either 
from Tiabit or pi^ejudice they put thek 
underftandings into the guidance of 
others, and are either too indolent or 
too timid to dare to think for themfelves. 
V - Henrietta 
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Henrietta had infinitely more natural 
fenfe than the woman by whom flie fuf- 
fered herfelf to be led ;, yet, being ac- 
cuftomed to the government of her 
aunt, and hearing perpetual changes 
rung upon the words prudence, pro- 
priety, difcretion, and decorum, the 
opinion of the world, and the necefl'ary 
fubmiflion of every body to its dcci- * 
fions, Henrietta had given up eVery^ 
opinion of her own, and even her affec- 
tion for me feeftied fufpended by her 
apprehenflons of cenfure. But my in* 
dignant impatience now broke through 
all forms ; I openly declared my con- 
viQion that Mrs. Apthorp had defigns 
againft her fortune in favour of this 
fon; and, I believe, gave hints of what 
would follow his avowing his pretenGons 
— which threw the lady into very diftreff- 
ing confufion ; while Henrietta, taking me 
to another part of the fhip, endeavoured 
to fooihe and appeafe me, by protefting 
that Mrs, Apihorp had never once 

C 3 x\^xcv^^ 
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natoied this fon in the way of recomnrend- 
ing him to her ; that fhe was perfuaded 
her views were very different, and that af- 
feClion forher,difinterefted affe£tion,had 
more weight than any thing elfe in the re- 
folution Mrs. Apthorp had taken to go 
to Jamaica. Though I was farther than 
ever from being convinced, I could not 
tear the tears of Henrietta, who im* 
plored roe not to part with her in anger. 
** Though propriety forbids our going 
in tlie fame fliiip/' faid Ihe, ** we fhall 
)^t be on our way together, r I fhall 
learn to diflinguilh that in which you 
are io embark. We may be often near 
each other ; nor, as I underftand, is it 
impoflible for you to come on board this 
vefTel. Abfent or prefent, I fhall con- 
fider you as my future hufband. As 
fuch I fhall, lam fure, have courage to 
fpeak of you to my father, and a very 
few weeks will unite us to part from 
each other no more." Smiling through 
her tears, Henrietta endeavoured to prc- 
1 > vail 



SOLITARY WANDERER. 29 

r 

vail upon me to be as fatisRed as ffae 
wifhed to appear with the flattering 
profpefl fhe thus prefented to me. But, 
though I could not refolvc to diftrefs 
her by fhewing how little all this pleafed 
me, I left her *' rather, in forrow than 
in anger," vainly attempting to argue 
myfelf out of a perfuafion, that, far front 
meeting happily as fhe had dcfcribed, we 
fhould never meet again. 

But, continued my friend, I have a 
fort of hiftory of my poof Henrietta's 
voyage, and fubfequent adventures, writ- 
ten^ by herfelf, which I will put into your 
hands. She began it at'my defire, while 
fhe was on fhipboard, to fix in her mind 
the ideas of fuch objefts as then occur- 
red in- a new mode of life. When, afteti 
the alarming fituations fhe was after-^^ 
wards thrown into, (he began to recover 
health and recollet5\ion, fhe added the 
incidents as they affe£led her, and fhe 
has from time to time correQed the nar- 

C 3 T^<\N^ 
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rative, as the cruel circumnances of thofe 
hours of terror returned to her mind. 

But, before you read this, let me fill 
up the chafm there, will otherwife be in 
the ftory, by telling you, that when we 
had been about a fortnight at fea, (dur- 
ing which we had fuch very bad wea- 
ther that I never could go on board the 
Argonaut, a merchant (hip in which was 
Henrietta,)' one of the frigates which 
were our convoy made a Cgnal for 
feparation; and with the vefTels under 
his care, whalers for the South Sea, 
and viftualler^ for St. Helena, he left 
us. We fome days afterwards made 
the Madeiras; where, going on fliore 
at Fonchiale, I once more faw my Hen- 
rietta, and once more implored her 
to change a refolution, which I had a 
ftrange prevention would be fatal to one 
of us. I faw that fhe too bad her fears/ 
and that the tedium and ficknefs which 
are ufually felt in fuch a voyage had 
• . greatly 
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greatly enfeebled her fpirits. Yet the 
change feemed npt to be favourable to 
me. It rather feryed to put her more 
than ever into the power of Mrs. Ap- 
thorp ; who hardly allowed me, during 
our fhort ftay on fliore, an opportunity 
of converfing alone with Henrietta even 
for five minutes. Yet I thought it evi- 
dent that the reftraint to which Ihe thus 
fubmitted was uneafy to her, though 
ibe had riot the courage to throw it 
off; and I will own, that^ irritated beyond 
2^11 patient endurance, I returned on 
board more than half refolved to brea!lc 
an engagement, however dear to my- 
heart, which, if it were completed, would-, 
I feared, unite me to a woman of a feeble 
mind, whofe aflfeftion for me it wbuld 
too probably.be in the power of any art^ 
ful bafy nieddler to weaken or eft range. 
Yet fcarce had I fufFered myfelf to dwell 
a moment on this idea, before that' of 
Henrietta, lovely in the unfufpeQing 
innocence of youth, fuch as I had fit?ft. 

C4 ^^^"c^ 
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feen her; hei; fimplicity, her beauty, lier 
early talents, of which (he was totally 
unconfcious ; her mild temper,and fen- 
fible heart, all affembled ^9 cliCTolve it: 
arid again I. fpndlj^ flattered niyfelf, that 
when weihould meet in-Tamaica, her fenfe 
pfduty being:fatisfied,lhe would be re- 
ftp red to me fuch as (he once w?ks— -and 
that even her errors, while: they gave 
Tfi^ pain, were the effeft of virtue. .]/] 
- My eyes were inceffantjy in fearch of 
the ftiip in which fhe was. If for fome 
hours I loft fight of it) my impatience 
to regain it made me importune tb<^ 
rojafler^ and brib^ the failors^ who bow-^. 
ever were willixig . enough to gratify, 
me. But though th^t in which I had 
taken my paffage was a lighter veflfel 

than the Argo;n2^ut, flie was old ^nd fpul, 
fcantily maflhed, and a very iqdiflfefelit . 
failer, ib that we were often very fjsurfrogi 
the convoy ; and one morning, five days 
from oil r leaving Madeira, we found our- 
felve^j after a ftprmy night> m wbicb the* 

dead- 
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dead-Jights had been put up, abfolutely 
alone ; being but juft able from the 
maft-head to difcern the top-failsof our 
companions many leagues to the weft- 
ward. It was in vain that the captain 
and crew appeared to e>cert themfelves' 
to fetch up the way they^hadloft. Even 
the diftant view of the fails, with which 
I had forfome time confoled myfelf, 
was now loft ; a wide, wide horizon was 
before me, but the objeQs i fought were 
, vaniflied into air. To add to my anxiety, 
it fell a dead calm, ^nd our veffel lay 
like a log on the water. A ftorm would 
have been a thoufand times more wel- 
come, for then my mind would have been 
occupied. Now I felt as if I defired to 
difqngage my fool from its earthly bon- 
dage, that I might flit through, the air 
iinobftruBed, and watch over Hen- 
rietta, whom I had but a few days before 
thought of as one who could never 
conftitute my felicity, and whom it 

C 5 \40\Ad 
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would be wife to endeavour to forget : fp ; 
ftrange and capricious an animal is man! 
I will not attempt to defcribe my im- 
patience, or the torments in which ipaffed 
fome hours. A favourable wind then 
fprang up, which bore us diredly on our 
courfe; and though I had very little hope 
of overtaking the fleet, I now^ flattered 
myfelf that I fliould not be many daysi 
after Henrietta at Port Royal. I redour 
bled my entreaties to the men — ^as if they 
could do any thing more than they- had 
already done. But, unfortunately for us 
all, they had foon another motrve for- 
exertion. On the fourth day after we 
had been thus deferted, there was a cry 
of ** two fail to leeward!'* I ran eagerly 
to know if they were any of our fleet. 
The captain aflured me, that they were 
not, but,^he apprehended, enemies ; and 
in a very ftiort time we were convinced 
that they were large French privateers. 
Our attempts to efcape were vain, and 

^ refift- 
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refiftance would have been a mere wade 
of life.- Inftead therefore of laiiding ih 
Jamaica a few hours or days after Hen- 
Tietta, I found myfelf a prifoner, and 
was carried bjr my captors into^Rochl^ 
fort. ' t 

; Imagine, my friend, what I fiifferei 
when I reflefted on the diftance that was 
now between us^ and the time that mud 
elapfe before I could rejoin Henrietta, 
at this moment dearer to me than ever. 
I figured to myfelf her anxiety for me, 
and the reproaches fhe would make her- 
felf for having refufed to adrpit n>e on 
board the fame (hip ; while on the other 
hand the triumph of Mr^. Apthorp, 
perhaps the fuccefs of the plans which I 
could not doiibt her having formed, ton 
mented me inceflantly. As money was 
the fole objeft of. my captors, and no 
advantage could be gained by my de- 
tention, I agreed with them for my re- 
leafe ; and after having been about fix 
weeks a prifoner, I was fuflfered to de* 

C 6 ^^\v^ 
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part* ^ But I had a great part of Ffance 
to crofs before I could reach a port 
from whence cartels paffed to England, 
3nd it was fix weeks longer before I ar* 
rived in London. The ncceffity of re- 
pairing the loffes I had fuftained de- 
ts^ined me only a few days. 1 haftened 
to Falmouth, to embark in a Govern* 
ment packet; but there I was kept 
near a mopth by winds fo violentand 
contrary, that it was impoffible tp put 
to fea. . Oiir paffage was afterwards un*- 
ufually tedious, fo that I arrived not in 
J^nxaic^ till s^lmoft fix. months after I 
loft fight of Henrietta. Her own nar- 
rative, which is addrefTed to me, (hali 
tell you the reft. To you I make no 
fcruple of confiding thofe fimple efFu^ 
fions of tendernefs with which it is ia- 
termixed: 
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On board the Argonaut, at Sea> 
quitting the Madeira jfl&nds, 

" I HA vi loft fight of you, Denbigh ; 

and once more the land where We laft 
met recedes, and we enter again cm the 

wid^ world of waters. I obey you in 

compiitting to paper my fenfationts and 

my remarks, though the firft are allme^. 

lancholy, aYid the latter will perhaps be 

puerile, you wqre difpleafed with me, my 

friend ;, I faw uneafinels and refentment 

beneath the forced kindnefs of your laft 

adieu, and the recolledion of that mo-» 

ment is embittered by it. Yet ho^ often 

has it been inculcated, how often have 

you enf9rce;d th^ maxima that when we 

feel we have done right we fhould be 

at peace with ourfelveis! And furely, when 

you will allow yourfqlf to reflea coolly 

on my fituation, you will acknowledge 

that X have. afted with pr6priety. Sur^ly^ 

Denbigh^ this is* the only fubjedt on 

which we could differ. May we never 

differ again !— Oh ! if you knew, how 

anxioufly I look out for the veffd \i\5^\^\v 
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bears you^ and which I am even in fearch 
of with a glafsj and know from the ob- 
fervations you taught me to make, you 
would not think that the refqfal you 
complain of arofe from indifference. 

" Ah f had not prudence, and defer- 
ence for the cuftoms and opinions of the 
ifforld, determined that it muft be other- 
wife, to fay nothing of the abfolute ne- 
cefGity of my not appearing to a^ in fo 
important a matter decidedly without 
thef concurrence of my father, how happy 
would it have made me to have had 
your converfation to animate the tedi- 
oufnefs of the voyage! and how doubly 
delightful would every appearance of 
nature be, which I could remark .with 
you, or which you would point out to me \ 
' ** Laft nighty after we.weighedanchpr, 
and were leaving the Bay of Fonchiale, 
I fat upon deck with my female compa- 
nions.. They were talking of I know 
not whsCt parties and people with whom 
they are acquainted, and by their 
vivacity feemed, from the recolleSion 
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of what had pafTed ia thefe focieties^ 
to receive great pleafure ; but did their 
converfatioR convey any to me ? Alas ! . 
no. On the contrary, I withdrew from 
them as far as I could ; and» as it bedamq 
dark, I watched the lights of the differ- . 
ent (hips. But I could not diftinguifl) 
youris — when all were colourlefs upon 
the water, and none particularly marked 
but the convoying frigate. Yet I loved 
to imagine that you were engaged, as^I 
was, in dbferving the beauty of the moon 
and (lars, brighter and difiFerently colour- 
ed, furely, than they appear in England. 
I loved to fancy that you were admiring, 
as I was, the long fiream of ineffable bril- 
liance, with which the moon illuminated 
the (lowly undulating waves — ^while I 
faw fucce(Bvely feveral (hips crofs this ra- 
diant line, their fails catching thc^moon* 
beams fpr awhile, apd then gradually and 
.majeflically falling into (hadow. I had 
never obfcrved the night fea To beau- 
tiful; and again how earneftly did I wi(h 
you with me, and how tad tviik x»>j 
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heart when I thought of the half-ftiflcd 
coldnefs with which you faid " FareweU, 
Henrietta !** as you defcended the Ihip's 
fide into the hoat which was to take you 
to your own! "Farewellj Henrietta!" 
Ah, Denbigh! it was the tone with which 
you fpoke that has fo afFeAed me. In-* 
deeid my dear fi^end! it was unkind. 
Yet you did not intend, perhaps, to give 
roe pain. Oh ! no, you could not in- 
tend it; nor could yon guefs that I 

^ fliould pafs a wretched reftlefs night, 
repeating continually to my felf " Fare- 
well, Henrietta !*' 

It was utteriy impoffible forme to 
fleep. The heat, added to the anxiety 
of my mind, compelled me to quit my 
uneafy bed. I went out into the gallery, 
and beheld a fpeftacle fo glorious, as 
might, to a well-regulated mind, fufpend 
all the petty cares of this world. The 
furx arofe ih all his undefcribaWe glory. 
A thoufand tranfieht hues, fuch as I had 
never remarked before, wavered on the 

/c^j^ now glowing with rofe colour fading 
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into p4l^,0rafige ; then amber, blac, and 
purp!j5>v like the fleeting Qiades of the 
moft bniUiant opal, varied the fofdy 
fwellitig wave)S,jtill towardt^ the weft they 
becahie of a deep green, the flty above' 
yeti tinged with dark, cloy ds? ilhat hang 
Oil ,ff the Jxar q£ night.?. ; 
. J per>C)eiyedi in projection as the fun 
became higher, thfct clcaimcfs x>f the at-p 
mofpheire wbt di L x^ mtoibered you had 
told mc : v^Kis 16 bd fe^n intbefd high la«, 
titiides ; J faw' too in greater numbers^ 
what I had |?efore obferved, the fly- 
ing >fijh, 4 putfued by the dolphins or 
othec fift. iO£ prey, : emerging from the 
wave» ; oh i ifaeir wing^ike isnSy v ajod 
flickering sdong the furfape oft the wa^ 
tit; frqm whence they were fometime^ 
driven by the appearwoc of ;a fea-. 
bird, fromwhofe ^iiacfcitheV .fhdtepcd 
thefpf^lves againin their natiyg ekment.^ 
Tb^ir filver fcales and tremukmsf cob- 
web wings glancing with a lingular kind 
of fliort flight ov^r the blUje. waves, and 
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the rapidity with which their aerial ene- 
mies darted upon them, while I faw every 
where the many-coloured dolphinsihrow- 
mg themfelves half out of the water in the 
eagernefsof their purfuit, inlerefted ftie 
for fome time, or rather gave me caufe 
for refleftion. I tried to renvember where 
I had read a comparifon between ft>me 
unfortunate perfeoiited charaders in hu- 
man life^ and thofe poor faarafled inha-^ 
bitan^s o£ thei fea, whd feem to have 
.gained but little by their faculty of fly- 
ing. As the land receded, however, the 
birds were lefs frequent. The heat fopn 
became tntenfe; and, I recdved fonie 
remon^ ranees from my careful compa«< 
pion on the impropriety of expofing my* 
felfno the fun, and the refleftion of the 
fca.. Yet, believe me, Denbigh, I would 
not retirb for the morning, till 1 had, 
with the affiftance of poor Jtiana ♦, who 
is more an adept than I am, defcried the 
Emily; though furely fhe does not fig^il 

* A black f^male'fervatitv 

fo 
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fo well as moll othiers of the fleet, for 
Ihe is always pointed out to mc farther 
off than almoft any of them. ' 

** Well, my good friend, have I not 
begun to o]>ey you ? Alas I iii the mono- 
tohous life we lead^on board fliip, how 
little is there to write about. After 
a day fufficiently calm, yet with wind 
enough to bear us on oyr courfe,'we 
have nothing to do but to wilh that th6 
following day may be equally favour-* 
able. Oh ! how weary am I already of 
the fea! — Yet do I long to be on Chore? I 
can hardly anfwer in the affirmative, 
though I go to the arms of a parent. - 

*^ I fear that fo long an abfence as 
mine, for it is eleven years fince I was 
fent from the paternal roof, may have 
eftranged nay father fromi me. Certainly 
he never exprefled the' lead wifli to feci 
me till after the death of my brother. I 
have wept at' the coldnefs which I 
thought was vifible in the few letters bd 
wrote either to me or my aunt. I fee 
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fuch an awe of him, that I tremble when 
I think of the firft interview ; ahd fome- 
times, to appeafe the. dread which perpe- 
tually aflails me, I endeavour to form 
Ipme idea of the manner, the perfon, 
and the cbafaclcr of ifty father, and for 
that purpofcto engage Captain More to 
defcrib? hjm to me ; but I obferve that 
all he fays is conflrained, and he feems 
tq;^nfwpr not as be fhinks, but as it i» 
oep^ffary for hivfi to do to the daughter 
of a man who has it in his power fdma* 
teriaHy to befriend him. He /peakar 
of tbeluxury of tl^e table at my, father's 
houfe^ of the number of* flaves kept 
fcJeJy for ^onac flic purpofes; of the quan- 
tity of wine confumed at his table, and 
of his confequence in the i/land. ^ut 
^hy do 1 heay nothing of his bene- 
yg\cn^e;\qf h\0^ private friends; of his 
l|:indp.^jj JO his .poOple, and of hi$ be- 
ing belovqd Bis well «s feared ? Ah ! if. 
he fliould be harfh to me'^—if he fhould 
not lovq me-— if he fliould have othc^ 

« ■ - - 
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views fbr me — *^But wherefore fiiotild I 
thus torment myfelf ? Mr$. Sibthorp very 
juftly, though very feverely, reproves 
me for it. She fays, I am too apt to art*, 
ticipate evils arid that, after* all; kybdi^ 
woman (houla have nd^ill'oP bei'oVrn, 
But you love her, Denbigh, fa little aU 
r^ady^ that I will not make you^ loVi 
her lefs by repeating axiotns to which I 
know you will not agree; though ind^eed 
Ihe' is a very excellent woman, and brtc 
whom you would have liked in any other 
chara8er than that of my advifer/ Ah! 
Denbigh, does it never occur to you, that 
when I put myfelf thus under the gwu 
dance of another, it is a pl^oof that I am 
confcious of my own weaknefsj and of 
an inability to govern myfelf."- 



•* I again begin to write, though I have 
nothing, alas ! to fay but a: wr^ched 
repetition of what J have fo of^en writ-* 
ten alteady-^yet with one aggravating 
circumftance— I have looked in vaitv 
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thefe laft t^yree days far the Emily. I 
have employed Juana to look, and to 
engage two of the fea-boys in the fame 
inquiry ; but they have every day re*^ 
jpeated that they do not fee her. I never 
jfejt ,t^|l now Mtjie mifery pf fufpenfe^ 
JTJie ;>^Tnd is fair, and carries^ on the 
jbip with a rapidity which will bring us 
th0y fay .into port in. three, weeks, if it 
jcontinuies. Would it were over, fince 
it muft be, this meeting fo dreaded at 
once and ddfired! But if I werefure», 
Denbigh, that the Emily will arrive.at the 
fame time, I fliould^ methinks, look for- 
ward to thai period with more confi- 
dence than 4 now ^P* -Ala^! my friend, 
another day is pafled, and ftill Juana 
anfwers my inquiries with " No, Mifly, 
n9t fee hims yet.** 

" ThefeJaft days have been paffed in a 
moflcomfortlefs way. One of the chil- 
dren of Mrs* Willis, a fellowrpaffenger, 
has been ill ; and the poor mother, half 

m diOraded, 
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diftra6ted, ,ha« found fome relirf in my 
fharing wiih her the fatigue of attcmiing 

-on the poor little patient, who is now, I 
truft, out of danger. But how greatly 
are the ? anxieties: iof their friends^ and 
the fufftriogs; of tbeifick increafed by 
being on ibip- board! Mrs. WHKs, as 
nobody in this veffd pretends to aft in 
the capacity jof i do8ior or furgeon, at« 

^ tempted to procure affifiance from the 
fhip of war; but the captaih made fo 
many difficulties, and "aplpeared fd little 
fenfible of the painful folicitudes of a 
parent, that three days were waded, and 
at lad the furgeon came on |}oard; He 
is intelligient and obliging ; an^d it was at 
leaft a fatisfaQion to Mrs. Willis to find 
that all fhe has done is rights and that 
the little girl is out of danger. Yet to 
me this vifit has been produftive of new 
alarm. I ventured tremblingly to in- 
quire whether any of the (hips of the 
convoy , were mifling, and had the in- 
CQnccivaile mortification of hearings 
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that there was ond, if not twcl^ which had 
not beefn feen for many daysw I then 
hazarded another queftion: ^ Do you 
know, Siry the names .of thefe fliips ?* * I 
believe the yoong man difcovered fr&m 
my manneir the particular imereft I took 
in hislanfwer ; for: he fmiled, and affured 
nie^he was very feriy. that h^was unable 
to anfwer my queftion^ but that he was 
wbotiy unacquainted with the names of 
aily of the fhips ; nor fhould he probably 
have knjown. that any of the number 
were miflihgvhkd be not heard captain 
Ramfay exclaiming vehemently againft 
the commanders of the .merchantmen, 
who he declared were often in league 
with the enemy, and left the convoy on 
purpofejto be takem 

*' Alas, my dear Denbigh! this has 
not ferved to elevate my fpirits. Should 
the man who commands yotur ihip be one 
of this defcription !. ... .1 fometimes re- 
proach myfelf for our feparackm, and am 
weak enough to yield to thole firange 

/ore- 
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forebodings of evil/^htch for want of a 
more appropriate word we call prefen- 
timents. If we are feparated to meet no 
more!— Oh! no. I dare not truftmyfelf 
with an idea fo utterly infupportable/* 



^* 1 have been many days incapable of 
writing. The Emily is certainly not 
Avuh the convoy, jand for whatpurpofe 
ihould I commit my thoughts to paper, 
fince he whom alone they are likely to 
intereft will not fee them ? A thoufand 
conjedures torment tne. I put Mrs. 
Apthorp out of humour by my qaef- 
tions, and weary every body elfe, who 
* anfwer negleQingly they know not what/ 
And why, indeed, (hould J expeft that 
my folicitude will intereft them? — ^Alas! 
Denbigh, I begin to feel all the wretch-^ 
ednefs of being an infulated being, even 
foV this little fpace. Mrs. Apthorp 
loves me— -I am fure fhe does; but fhe 
cannot -comprehend my feelings, and 
feems to, difapprove of my it\dvx\%vcv^ 

Vol. IL D \N\^\Xi 
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them. I endeavour therefore to con- 
ceal them. The ifland of Jamaica is 
now vifible from the maft-head. To- 
morrow evening they fay we Ihall caft 
anchor. — r To-morrow Evening ! -^And 
you/ Denbigh, will not he there to fup- 
port me. Yet do I not go to a father?— . 
have I not a friend with me, whofe affec- 
rion for me is almoft maternsil ? If I were 
fatisfied of your fafety,! would endeavour 
to tranquillize my Jpirits, and to medt 
my Eather as I ought to do ; — but this 
cruel uncertainty is in fuppor table/* 



(€ 



The poor Henrietta is at laft at what 
Ihe muft call her home ; and in pur- 
fuance of her promife will endeavour 
to relate her fenfations and defcribe 
her fituation. But while I attempt -it 
my fpirits fink; for who knows if ever 
you will read what I write ? You, who 
do not appear, of whom nothing is 
known, and of whom I dare not now 
venture to inquire!^ — But they told me 

before 
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before I left Kingfton, that it was pro- 
bable the (hip in which you were, toge- 
ther with another miffing fhip, was 
taken by the enemy. My friend, I have 
always been told, that the confcioufnefs 
of having afted right would in qvery 
tvent 6f life beftow a certain degree of 
happinefs and tranquillity. I thought I 
hada6ted right when I refifted your wifh 
of accompanying me in the fame veffeK 
Yet I am unhappy, indeed I am very 
unhappy J and I have not now one friend 
to whom I can venture to fay fo, or 
from whom I can receive the pity ahd 
confolafion i fo greatly need. '• 

** My father did not meet me at the 
port a$ I expefted-; he fent one of his ma- 
nager or agents to receive and contiuft 
me to this place. Overcome with all the 
-difagreeable circumftances of our fend*, 
ing, almoft fainting with heat, ahxiety, 
and fatigue, I was not forry that a meet- 
ing to me fo awful was poftponed. Yet 
it appeared unkind; and I felt that I 
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never wanted more the prelence of a 
friend. Mrs. Apthorp prepared to ac- 
coippany me, as fhe had always pro- 
mifed; and as her fon, who was the prin- 
cipal objeft of her voyage, was not yet 
arrived, I had no.hefitation in accept- 
ing this farther proof of her friendfliip: 
but Mr. Grabb the manager, who was 
to be my efcort, having learned what was 
her intention, very gravely approached 
^leas we were nearly ready tofetout,and 
told me, without much circumlocutioni 
c^jr^ apology, that he had his erAployer's di- 
r^j^igns not to fufFer any perfon what- 
foever to go with me. I was. grieved 
and ailoniflied at fuch an order, and re- 
prefented to the man, that my father 
could never niean to exclude a female 
friend fo refpeftable as Mrs. Apthorp,. 
who had fo kindly proteQed me during 
the voyage. Mr. Grabb replied, that 
he had nothing to fay to all that, but 
his orders were fo pofuive, that he dared 
not and would not difobey them. Mrs. 

Apthorp, 
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Apthorp, extremely mortified, then de- 
fjfted,. and prepared -to depart for the 
houfe of a relation> where (he now faid 
ftie intended to ftay till her fon.c4me; 
who, from fomething (he ungiiMdedly 
dropped, was, I found, wholly unac- 
quainted with her arrival, and was firft 
to learn it from letters fhe was now to 
write to him. Our feparation was im- 
mediate, and melancholy enough to me. 
I got into the poft-chaife which my fa- 
ther had fent for me, altended by Jaana, 
who, however pleafed to revifit her na- 
tive land,.thought I could perceive with 
fentiments very far from pleafure of her 
former mafter. Efcorted by^fo ftrange a 
looking man as Mr. Grabbj who rode 
very magifterially by the fide of the chaife, 
as if to guard me, my poor heart became 
heavier than ever, and I anticipated with 
increafed terror the meeting which! 
ought to have confidered with pleafure. 
The journey was tedious, and the 
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heat almoft intolerable. This diftance h 
about thirty miles^ and though my fa* 
, ther's horfes were excellent, and his 
whole equipage well appointed, the ro^d 
was rugged, and the heat extrenie, fa 
that it was the evening of the fecond 
day before we arrived at Hortpn's^ an 
houfe my father built about eleven year* 
ago, on one of his larged eftates near 
the fea. In defpite of the agitation 
of my fpirits, I could not help admir- 
ing the beauty of the country I had 
palTed through • and the houfe to which 
I now, at night-fall, aJ)proached was bet- 
better than any I had feen on the way. 
A great nuhiber of flaves crowded round 
the carriage when it Hopped. Some 
feemed eagerly watching an opportu-*^ 
nity of being noticed by their young 
lady, others greeted their old friepd ou 
relation Jvuna.v I was (hocked at the 
har(hne& with which the man who at- 
tended ihe drove them, away; and his 

coun-^ 
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Countenance^ as he helped me from the, 
carriage, expreffed fo difagreeable a mixr 
ture of arrogance and fubmiffion, that I 
involuntarily recoikd frorti him, and felt 
a fort of rdief in feeing 'Amponah, my 
father*^ black fervant, who attended' my 
brother to England, and was almoft a ' 
twelvemonth in my aunt's family. He 
now feerned: rather an old acquaintance 
whom II was rejoiced to fee, than an ab^ 
je6l flavei fueh as by the manager's; bcha*- 
viouf towards him he appeared to be 
tonfidered; and I followed him, irem- 
bling, when be led the way to my father's 
apartment. 

^ I was (bon in the prefence of this 
parent, from whom I have been fo long 
eftranged; but I became fo ill from 
the variety of emotions affailing me^ 
that I merely fawhiro, endeavoured to 
kneel to him and kifshis hand^ and then 
fank down infenfible before him and 
fome other perfons (I knew not then 
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who they were) that were about him. 
- When I recovered my recolleftiop, 
which was in a few moments, 1 faw 
-ftrahge female faces of many fhades 
around me. My father was pot there, 
and the dreaded interview was to be 
again attempted. It is fo difl&cult, my 
friend, in fome cafes, for a; child t@ 
fpeak of a parent confiftently at once 
with trath and duty, that I muft be aU 
lowed to be entirely filent in regard' to 
my father J unlefs I fliould.be compelled 
to fpeak of him, in confequence of the 
power hefpofleffes over me, and on the 
manner of his ufing which, it depends^ 
whether I fliall be happy, or the mod 
miferable of human beings. 

*• Oh, Denbigh ! that you were here, 
that this fearful point might be brought 
to an iffue ! But you are afar off. . You 
cannot evisn ddvife. .; V Farewell, Hen- 
rietta !" were the laft words I ever heard 
you utter-T*The tone in which they werq 

uttered 
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Uttered vibrates on my ear; I repeat il 
to myfelf; it appears -like an eternal 
adieu! 

" 1 have had nothing to add to my.nar-, 
rative for fome days, at leaft nothing 
that I like to write on, or that you would 
like to read; ^nd for the perfons who fur- 
round me, I would I could efcape ever 
naming them ! Do you know, Denbighj 
that there are three young women Jierc^ 
living in the houfe, of colour^ as they are 
called, who are, 1 underftand, my-fifter3 
by the half blood! They are the daugh- 
ters of my father by liis black and mui- 
jatto Daves ; and the awkwardnefs I felt 
when I was firft under the neceffity of 
addreffing myfelf to them, feemed very 
wonderful to the people here, who fee : 
nothing- extraordinary or uncommon in 
fuch an arrangement as my father has 
made in his family* They fpeak an odd 
fort of dialed, more refembling.that of 
the negroc;$ than the Englifh fpoken in 
England; and their odd marvxiets, \Xit\t 

D 5 * \oN<i 
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id v€ of finery, arid curipfity about mjr 
clothes and ornaments, together with, 
their total infenfibility to their own* 
fituation, is, I own, very diftreffing to me. 
The youngelA of them, who is a qua- 
droon — a meftize — I know not what— is 
nearly as fair as I am; butfhelias the 
fmall eye, the prominent brow, and 
Something partritular in the form of the 
che6k, which is, I have underftood, 
lifual with the Creoles even who have- 
not any of the negro blood in their 
veins. As I am a native of this ifland^ 
perhaps I have the fame caft of counte- 
wance without being confcious of it, and 
I will be woman enough to acknow-^ 
ledge that the fuppofition is not flatter- 
ing. 

•♦ This little girl,, however,, (for fee is- 
bur twelve years old) I have attentpj^d ta 
inftruft, when I could enough C9mmand 
my fpirits' to attend to any tb^ng: but 
(he is fo ignorant, fo much the creature- 
either of origin or of habit, that I can- 
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not make her comprehend the fimpleft 
inftruQion,, and our leflbn generally 
ends in her lagging of me fome ribbon, 
feather^ or odier trifling ornament, 
which I give her on her promifing to 
attend more another time:-*-a promifc 
which fhe never remembers, Alas I 
Denbigh, my days pafs moft unplea- 
i^ntly here: belides the continual un- 
eafijpoefs whiph I fuffer from the uncer- 
tainty 1 am in' about you, which would 
no where allow me a moment's repofe, 
I am moft comfortlefs in having no one ' 
to whom I can fpeak unrefqrvedly, no 
one who under (lands me. My father is 
often abfent% Why am I compelled to 
lay^ that his feibfence relieves me from a 
part of my fufferings? — He is engaged,^ 
deeply engaged, in quelling^ thofe un- 
happy people whom they call Mi^roons, 
who have done him, I underlland, con- 
fididrable injury, and have «ow among 
them many of his runaway negroes ; 
agaipft whom, if they are tak^t\> Vv^ ^!^^^ 

D 6 ^vvax^'^; 
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diutes^l firid, modes of revenge, which 
are really fo horrible only to hear men- 
tioned, that I am often tinder the ne- 
ceffity of leaving the room. Yet dare 
I not exprefs the terror and difguft 
with which fuch inhunianity fills my 
mind ; for, whatever I fty, whatever I 
do, is related to my father, who reproves 
me with fo much harfhnefs, that I can* 
not help finking before him into tears 
arid defpondence^ fuch as guilt alone 
ought to fubjeft me to. But from mere 
unwillingnefs to name it, I delay to tell 
you — (tell you? i^las! will you ever 
read this ?J— the heavieft and moft me- 
nacing of all the evils which either fur- 
round or threaten me. We deceived 
^iirrelves, my dear friend \ while 'we 
hoped and believed that my father 
coiild h^ve; no objeftion to you; when 
we took it for granted, becaufe reafon 
feemed to authorife our doing fo, that 
there could be no obftacle to our union^ 
There is an obflacle my trembling 
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handirefafes to write, aa unconquer- 
able impediraeht, of which we dreamed 
no> :-r-My father's ftrange refolution to . 
raifi ^ depend^Dtto the rank, of bis fon* 
in-law ; to rnake the fortune of a man 
in bumble life wholly dependent on, and 
owing every thing to him« Such a man^ 
willing to, be wholly bis. creature, and to 
owe his fortune to him, had my father 
found when he fo peremptorily direQed . 
my ill-fated voyage* And hence it was, 
that, having had fome intelligence, I 
know not from what quarter, of the at- 
tachment you honoured me with^ as well 
as pf Mrs. Apthorp's defigns in favour 
of. her fon. he fent orders that no one 
fliould be fuflPered to accompany me hi- 
ther. 

*^ For many days, however, after my 
arrival, I was ; kept ignorant of this. 
But theperfpn for whpfc flave my fa- 
ther deligns me was introduced t<> me 
as a friend of his,, for whom he had a 
particular efteeiiu I hat d\y \aoVj^ ^x 
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the man. Naturally cdrdefs and indo- 
lent, you have often told me I am too 
indifferent about the people I meet with 
in the common intercourfe of life^ and 
make no remarks on charafter^ I own 
I fee fo little worth remarking, and peo- 
ple feera to me to be fo Kftle diftin- 
guiflied one from the other in this mq- 
ney^getting country, that, were I to fee 
half the land- holders of tlie ifland aUem- 
bl^d, I fhould probabjy be ninable to 
remark in one of them any difcriminat- 
ing feature^ I therefore faw this man^ 
whofe name is Sawkins, without noticing 
liim when he was prefent^and, the mo- 
'ment he was abfent, forgot I bad ever 
fcen him at alh 

" Not only fo, but when two or three 
days afterwards he came again, and 
fmiled: and fmirked, and looked I 
thought marveloufty impertinent, his 
name had fa entirely efeaped me, that; 
when r left the room in difguft, I in- 
^irbd o£ Amponah,. one of the few fer- 
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vants in the Boufe to whom I can fpeak^ 
who that perfon was. The poor fellov^ 
appeared to be furpfifed at my queftionj^. 
and anfwered, * Maftcip not tell ydti^ 
Mifs?* I faid 1 (houki not have inK 
quired, but that I had forgotten hi* 
name. « Ah, Mift> Mifs'/ replied Am- 
ponab, • dat man is one day n' other toi 
be Our mafter/-^* Ybur matter, Ant>- 
ponah ?' — • Yes : tnaftcr give him you^ 
Mifs, and alt thi-s great rich eftates, and 
pens and all/ v 

^' This was the firft intimation I hadi 
ever received of my fathers intention^' 
and it feemed now to be fo utterly im- 
probable, that I fancied Amponah mufc 
be miftaken. I fmiled therefore as I^ 
told him fo. The poor fellow' fighe* 
deeply, and, (baking his head, replied,^ 
^^ What I fay is trute; that (pan is himi 
mafter means to make marry you, Mifs.?- 
— * But^ Amponah, what is he?'-~< 
^ What is he, Mifs? Oh ! be nephew lo^ 
a. vidow lady mailer Uke> ^itvd %^ ^^^ 
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fometime toother fide de I(land. Ah,' 
Mifs ! we'knowiwell enough wHo he is ;- 
be is poor mao, biid njan, cruel ^an ; 
but wc mu& n^ fpeak. . Yet/ addei 
Amponab, in a tone and manner alto- 
gether unlike his ufual way of fp^ak* 
ing, ' yet^ for /uc^. man to be your huf- 
band, Mifs !' — ^1 w^as, I hardly know why^ 
t-errified at the honeft indignation pf 
this faithful fervant. . There muft, furely> 
be fomething Jingularly obnoxious in 
the charafter of this map, that the very / 
idea of his becoming, the -n^after of thefe 
people could thus nioye one of ihem. 
I was. unwilling, however, to continue, 
the converfation, but went to. my own 
apartment, ray heart more agitated than 
it has ever yet been, my whple frame 
trembling, and my thoughts confufedly 
recurring to what I had heard. I feemed 
unable to breathe, and was compelled to 
lie down for half an hour to recover and 
argue myfelf into a ftate of more rational 
cowpofurc. 
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**^Lwas willing to flatter myfelf that 
.Amponah was mipjaken. ^ What n)o- 
tivc can there be?' faid I, * what, end 
can my father propofe in marrying me 
tp a perfon, who feems> if he is not rich, 
to poffefs nQ one recommendatioi>? It 
is^ I muft believe, itiis impoffible !' 
1; *5 So I : arg^ued,/ arvJ by fucb oieatis I 
endeavoured tQ qui^t the; Cruel alarm 
4hat Amponah'5 infqrmatipn had given 
me. But the longer I reflefted, the 
jmore probable it fcemed, becaufe I re* 
£0lle6ied many circumftances which had 
cfCaped me in rhy father's converfation 
and manner. A3 there are various fpe« 
ties of pride, there are various ways oT 
indulging it. Some men are delighted 
by allying the^ifelves to rank lor! to 
riches, ^y fatbex's pride has^ it feems, 
taken a contraf jr[ direftion^ and is to be 
gratified oniy by raifing an inferior to 
affluence and confideration^ who {hall 
be wholly the creature of his poy/er^ 
^d owe e^^ry[ thing to his favour* Ho^ 
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he may to this end facrifice his daughter^ 
and ruin her peace for ever, appears to 
be no pah of hfs confideration. Al^ 
ways accuftomed to command, and to 
look on thofe about him rather as ma- 
chines who were to move only at his 
nod, than as Ipeings who had wills and 
inclinations of their own, a man of etjual 
or even of acfflueht or independfent for- 
tune would not on thefe terms become 
a part of his family. His choice therei. 
fore is neceflarily direfted to fuch zii 
animal as this dependent ; for Mr. Saw-^ 
Hins is, I underftand, the nephew df a 
low woman, who came from England 
fonie years ago as hobfekeeper to a 
planter, and, being rather weU-looking^ 
at that time, became fo great a favourite 
with her matter, that at his death he left 
her a large pen near Kingfton, and d 
confiderable fum of m6ney, with which 
Ih'e has fifice purchafed a plantation and 
flaves, of Ivhich her nephew is the ma- 
nagisr. Atid it is to fuch ^n alliances 

Denbigh, 
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Denbigh, that my father facrifices his 
daughter^ I talk, however, as if this 
detefted alliance would ever take place. 
It never fhall ; never,]thoifgb I perilh in 
attempting to avoid it. . . . • • 

** Another week is pafled, and my far 
therms intentions have been formally an>- 
nounced to ^le; I might rather havic 
faid, peremptorily declared. • Tel eft 
ikotre plaifir,' was never uttered from 
the moft dcfpotic throne with more, in- 
flexible har(hnefs. I was forbidden all 
reply; and ordered not to r^anonftrato, 
but to prepare to obey. I was told that 
Mr.'Sawkins was then in the houfe, and 
that I muft receive him as the mant 
chofen for me by him who knew how 
to make himfelf obeyed. * I know,*^ 
feid my father, ' I know that you have 
prefumed to have other views for your- 
felf. I know that artful people, call- 
ing themfelves your friends, have had 
their view« alfo on my fortune. To 
put an end at once and for ever to all 
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fuch projeQs, it is my intention to have 
your marriage with the perfon 1 have 
elefted for you concluded within a 
month.' He perceived that I had col- 
lected courage to fpeak, and ftppped 
me, by abruptly faying, in an angry 
lone, * Look'y^, Henrietta, I never 
fufFer contradiftion. Your arguments 
will be vain; your oppofition fatal 
to yourfelf. I expeft to hear, in the 
courfe of the day, that you have ac- 
quitted yourfelf in regard to your beha- 
viour to my friend, as common fenfe 
and duty, or, if thofe have no influence, 
as my poCtive command direfts.'* So 
faying, my father left the room ; and 
Mr. Sawkins,with a cringeingjjow, made 
his appearance, I bad hardly a momept's 
time to recover my recolleftion, and to 
repeat. Yes, Denbigh, in that moment, I 
folemnly repeated a vow to Heaven, 
that never fhoiild my hand be given in 
marriage but to you. Having thus 
called upon all that i& held facred to 

witnefs 
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witnefs my unalterable refolution, I felt 
my courage renewed, and turned to meet 
the uhwelcome candidate for my father's 
e date, who feemed to be very little at 
his eafe. The bafe fpirit of a parafite 
was vifible on his countetnance, yet ftill 
there lurked under it a fort of malig- 
i)ant cxpreflion, which, while I . pofi* 
tively, and I own with very little atten- 
tion to politenefs, rejefted his fuit, ac- 
quired infenfibly the afcendant, and I 
fhuddered while I remarked it. I can- 
not, Denbigh, repeat the particulars of 
our converfation ; which I fhortened aS' 
much as poflible, and left him with a 
<iex:laration couched in the ftrongell 
, terms I could find, that my father might 
take a\yay my life, but never fhould 
compel me to plight at the altar my faith 
to a man of whom I knew little, and 
towards whom that little had only ferved 
to excite my diflike, nay, even my con- ' 
tempt. I then left the room, and haft- 
ened to my own, where 1 locked myfclf 
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in ; breathleft and half dead, trembling 
at the refolution I had executed, yet 
feeling the immediate and idi'eadful ne* 
ceffity there would be for farther exer- 
tion. Oh, Denbigh ! how did your un- 
happy Henrietta how regi^et the want of 
a mother, to whofe affeftionate bofom 
Ihe might have flown for proteQion and 
confolation ! With what anguifh did (he 
dwell on thofe days for ever gone, when 
this lofs was fupplied by the heft of .wo*i 
men and of friends; and when- (he was 
bade to confider you as the guardian of 
her youth, and the friend of her fu- 
ture life! Terrible was the contraft as 
flie now looked around her : a father 
pfoflefling unliiliited power, and fur*, 
rounded by flaves; va a remote houfe, 
of an iflan*d, many , parts of which are 
liable to the attacks of favages driven to 
defperation, and thirfting for the blood 
of any who refembled even in colour 
their hereditary oppreflbrs : — fo that, 
to efcape from the evil I dreaded by 

flight, 
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flight/ which had at firft ftruck me as 
poffible, no^ feemed to be only ex- 
changing one mode of hideous and in^ 
tolerable fuflFerings for another. . 
^ **.Such was, Denbigh— alas ! fuch is 
the fituation of your unhappy friend. 
It. is vainly, very vainly, I have at* 
tempted to cbllcft that fortitude which 
you fo often, as if you had forefeen how 
much I was to need it, have tried to 
teach me ; and with which in the. firft, 
misfortune I had ever known, you never 
ceafed trying to ann me. Youthen, I 
remember, ufed to lead me into the air^ 
to turn my mind to the contemplation 
of the beauties of nature, and to point 
out to me a thoufand\ proofs of tpe be- 
nignity of that Being in whofe hands I 
was ; and who would not, you told me, 
afflid me beyond my ftrength. I wept| 
and my tears were not tears of defpair. 
They relieved my burfting bofom, and 
I breathed more ^t liberty. Now, I 
try the fame jooeans to obtain only the 
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power of weeping. 1 go out into the 
open corridoY, and gaze on the magni- 
ficence of heaven, fpangled as, it is with 
myriads of ftars, brighter thati 1 ever 
faw in Europe. The palmetos and 
mountain cabbage, of which there is a : 
high wood adjoining to the houfe, bend 
their graceful heads, and wave their fea- 
thery leaves in the foft land wind which; 
blows here at night. All is ftill and calm; 
even the flaves who have toiled through 
the day, now reft in- tranquillity ; but I 
am wretch^, my eyes are turned to- 
wards heaven, filled with burning tears \ 
of hopelefs anguifli. It feems hardly in 
the power of Heaven itfelf to help me. 
And you, Denbigh !— — It is now, I 
underftand, certain that the fhip you ■ 
were in was taken by a French priva- i 
teer. My father, my cruel father !' who \ 
has acquired more information than I 
ever gave him> or was ever afked to 
give, told me fo yefterday with an ill- 
iiatured fmile, adding, -that he under- 

ftood 
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ftood you. were fufficicntly an adept iw 
Jacobin prineiples, not to make a voy- 
age to France any calamity to you: ^ 
* arid,* continued h?, ** as to the inha- ' 
bitants-of thiis iflarid, they can well dif- 
penfe with the prefence of fueh a wrong- ^ 
headed young mgn, who fcts up, they 
leU ttie, for a reformer. We have mare 
than enough of fellows of that defcrip- 
tion among us already. I heartily hope 
Mr. Denbigh will ftay at Paris.* 

^* You have often told me — Ah ! how 
continually do I recur to thofe dear 
leffons, of which, when they were given, 
I furely knew not the value I— You have 
often told me, that a woman fhould ac^ 
quire fixed principles, and upon them 
aft with decifion ; and that there is no- 
1 thing elfe that can prevent that waver^ 
^ ing imbecility which makes us the fport 
of every accident, and often ridiculous 
as well as wretched. I tried to do fo*-I 
afted on thofe principles ^f duty, to- 
wards my father, and of reverence fot v 
Vol.. IL E ^5cv^ 
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the opinion of the world, whjch every 
body around noe had taught me i and, 
contrary, oh! how contrary to my own 
wifhes! refufed to accede to your pro- 
pofal- of accompanying me in the fame 
fliip* The confequences are to me fo 
dreadful i that I know not how I (hall 
ever venture to decide again that I am 
afling right. Perhaps, difgufted by my 
want of confidence, by my prudifli mif- 
truft in you, and truft in another, you 
have determined, Denbigh, to for*- 
get me. Needlefs indeed is this aggra- 
vation of my miferies ; for, even if you 
have Jiot thrown off the unfortunate 
Henrietta, an over- ruling and uncon- 
querable deftiny' feems tp have deter- 
mined that we (hall meet no more! 
Deaib, my dear friend, will end my dif- 
treflesj for I feel it to be impoffible 
that I ihould live to be the wife — (how 
can I write the words?) — of Mr. Saw- 
kins ! You are good 'and generous; you 
will not pity me the lefs for' having 

brought 
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brought all this upon myfelf, I remcm* 
ber often to have heard, when ^ circle 
oi friends were talking over thejmisfor-* 
tunes of fome poor fuflFerer, thofe who 
afFefted compaffion anfwered by others 
of a lets gentle difpofition, with * How 
can one pity a perfon who has brought 
their misfortune on therafelves ?' Ah ! 
ftnrely, where felf-reproack is added to 
mifery, it embitters every pang. Yet 
I a£ted from prudence, from principle, 
from an unwillingnefs, at my time of 
life, to fct at defiance the opinion of the 
world, which I was aflbred muft be ab* 
folutely againil my leaving England 
accompanied by you. I recolleft too, * 
Denbigh, your frequently ridiculing 
thofe who have what you juftly called 
the myopia of the mind, who feeing 
only immediate and minute objefts, fuf- 
fer fuch as arc really of importance to 
cfcape them, I feel that I have been a 
myops in the prefent inftance^ and fear- 
ing the unreafonable cenfure of half a 
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dozen old women, who woutd perhaps 
have forgotten me as foon asj (hould 
them, I have incurred the heavieft ca- 
lamity that could poflibly overtake me." 

* _ _ 

•^Gracious God! what will become 
of me ! I have juft heard that I am to 
be removed to another eftate my father 
poffeffes in the northern part of the 
ifland* It is now the very midft of the 
autumnal rains; and fuc(i rain, fuch ca- 
tara3s rather, and torrents of water, that 
no one thinks of travelling till it is 
over ; but, from the information I have 
received, I doubt whether I (hall be al- 
lowed to remain here even till thefe-pe- 
tiodical tornados c^afe. My father, I 
am affured by the faithful Amponah, 
the only fervaiit in whom I have any 
confidence, is determined to proceed 
without farther confulting me; and 
lawyers have befen fome days in the 
houfe drawing up the bill of fale, for 
what elfe can I call it ? He has^ been 

2 .^ ufed 
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ttfed to purchafe (laves, ajxi feels -no Re- 
pugnance in felling his daughter to^ the 
moft'dreadful of all ftaver)' ! THe mbre 
I refleft on th deftiny he propofes for 
me,the more impoffible I find it to r^ditce 
m^ mind to fiibmiffion. No, EVenbi^/ 
I can diei^— ^bat to live the \*ifie of a man 
1 defpiftr and abhor» I feel not to bt fn 
my power. Would I ' could believe 
that an alteriiiion in my appearance 
Would change the intentions of the pur- 
diafer whom ray father has chofen! 
for then I fliould rejoice at thefe 
pallid looks, and this emaciated form; 
which now I only confider as fymp- 
toms of decline, that though not ra- 
]^id erioiagh' to fave me from the ty« 
ranny fo immediately meditated, will yet 
perhaps fo enervate me as to prevent 
my efcapc ; for to efcape I will at- 
tenlpt if I am able, thoughevery diftrefn 
that human nature fhrinks from mod * 
(bbald be inevitable. 

- Eg "I have 
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, /* I have been compelled to fubnoit txa^ 
thfee or four interviews with Mr. Saw- 
kins^ J cannot dwell upon them j they 
ferve only to increafe my horroc and 
deteftation;,, I muft take fome r-eforu- 
tion. : Wh^t can I do? I addrefs my-, 
fclf in vain to Heaven ; Heaven is deaf 
t© my prayers. I call upon you,, my 
bed, my only friend ! You are afar off;, 
you cannot hear me. 

^* This kft night, which has iipprefled 
evei*y one elfe with terror, has to me 
given a few hours during which a 
gloomy hope, fufpended the biiternefs of 
my defpair. After a. raoft . opprefliyely 
hot day, the fun fiink in.bloodrcoloured, 

Jjght, and huge clouds of a d^rk leadien 
hue, fpotted with reddilh purple, col- 
leQed in the horizon. A fort of tre- 
mulous (hivering ran among the leaves 
which no wind agitated, and the echo of 

* the wayes of the fea was heard like the 
regular firing of diftant artillery. The 
negroes apprehended an earthquake, and 

theiE . 
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riieir fears were prefently communicated 
to the women, who form what I mud I 
believe call niy father's feraglio in this 
houfe. The vulgar of all nations feem 
to have a particular pl'eafure in exagge- 
rating danger, and frightening each 
other; ^and ihefe ladies of every (hade 
appeared to be trying who fliould moft 
exprefs apprehenfion. The little girl 
who had interefted me more than the 
reft threw herfelf into my arms, and 
wept bitterly ; for fhe had heard a great 
deal about hurricanes, and was per* 
fuaded her laft hour was come. I en- 
deavoured to re-affure her, and prevail 
upon her to go to her mother ; for I 
thought there might be Come pface more 
fafe than the reft, which thefe people 
might know, and with to take fhelter in; 
and I defired to be alone, determined 
to take no precaution for my own fafety ; 
and as the ftorm now came on with a 
fury of which I had before no idea, I felt 
» glootny fatisfa8ion m tlie hope that my 

, - E 4 cruel 
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cruel folicuude might be ended for ever. 
The peals of thunder burflirig, as it 
feenfied, immediately overthe houfe, and 
fliak^ng it to it a very centre, mingled 
with the roaring of the wind, the crafh 
of trees which were fwept away before 
it, the bowling of the negroes, and the 
cries of the women, who, as the temped 
raved with renewed violence, uttered 
fiiriek;s and yells more terrific than can. 
be imagined; the vivid flaOies of liglit- 
ning, which Teemed to penetrate ^very 
part of the building, and ran in bl\ie 
rays^ along the floor; the flames of 
fome of the negro houfes, of which the 
)palm thatch had been fired by the light- 
ning ; and, above all, a hollow and unde* 
fcribabla fubterranebus noife, muttering- 
fo as to be heard notwithftanding the 
earring elements without, all combined 
to make me believe fome fatal accident 
muft happen: I fay believe; becaufe I 
did no^ apprehend it. Maria, the little 
girl, perceiving Ihq could not perfuade 

me 
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Kit to fear, or to quit the part of ^he 
hctuk where I was, and which was 
thought, I kpoW not why, to fed the lead 
fafe, had goAe to her mother, and I was 
quite alone ih the apartments I ufually 
inhabit. No candle would remain burn- 
Jng, arid I was involvcJd irf darkpefs; fave 
€fn\y when the fudden glare of the light- 
ning momentarily illuminated ^very ob- 
jeft. Yet fo much greater is my dread of 
living in the power of a man I abhor^ 
than of dying by the aft of that God on 
'Ivhom innocence may rely, that I fek 
myfelf ready to exclaiip with Zariga,* 
•* I like this rocking of the battlements;**^ 
and I do not know that I have for many 
weeks felt lefs wretched. ^In about art 
hour and a half the hiirritane feemed 
t?o have been re-incifc^ii'infteaci of ex* 
haufted, till all at once there was a jj^ufe;. 
a filence more terrific while it lafted 
than the fierceft rage of the ^6i*m. I 
thought I remembered to have heard>^ 
that fuicK a^^ difiliaPftillni^fs preceded aa 
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earthquake, and 1 almoft believed thatiT 
feU'the ground opening beneath, my:^:feeti 
iUftened,.breathle/s; and then fear fos; 
the firft time during- this dreadful nighfc 
took poffeDGon oE me* I was without 
light'; but I'fancied I heard fomebody? 
breathe fhort and quick clofe to me. J 
fpoke. ^ Is. it you,. Maria.?* faid J^. 
imagining it might be the 'little girL I 
ha4 po anfwer; yet the perfon, who- 
ever it was, feerped to be nearer to me,, 
and to draw breath wiih Hill greater 
difficulty,. I Fofei and put my hands 
forward. They encountered a humaiVi 
creature^ who trembled; exceffively as he 
feizcd one^of thera. I ftruggled to dif^ 
engage myjiand*, and in a vpioe expreffive 
of terror^ infiftedon knowing who it was- 
hat held me. *i3js not frightened, deac 
lady, it is me.* I knew ^iib aftonifc-*- 
ment the voice of Amponahk ^ 

**.Thetgreat diftance which is" in thisr 
country kept inviolable between the 
hlack people aiid. their ulafler's family,, 

andi 
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and the degraded light in which they 
are confidered, made me fhudder and 
recoil from a liberty even the occafion* 
did not Teem to warrant. Amponah,, 
who trembled fomuch that he could 
hardly fpeak, faid, he' was toa much 
afraid of what might happen ta be able 
to leave me alone^ and he came to con* 
jure me to go where the reft of the fa- 
mily were affembled; fn the moft fecure 
part of the houfe. This, however, I 
pofitively refufed, unlefs it was ray fa-r 
ther's orderi. My father, he told me,, 
had' gone away the day before with 
Mr. -Sawkin^ to- St. Jago de la Vega. 
This accounted far my not having feen 
him during the danger, ar which I had 
before been furppifed.* f4ot to prolong 
a conference with Amponah, who* told: 
mfe the temped would begin again mo re^ 
violently than ever, I ordered him to go* 
for H^ts, and afTured him I had no aj?- 
prehenfion, and'^defired no* orte- lo- have- 
fears for me. He obeyed me, though ifir. 

E & * * feemodyi 
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feetned tQ be with reluftance j but, be-^ 
fore he could return, the raging ele^ 
ments had renewed t\>eir conflid, and t 
thouglit it even.worfe than before. I 
again ordered Araponah to leave me. He 
would have remonftrated,. and really^ 
feemed, poor fellow! tO'1?>e quite be- 
wildered and loft through the extreme ^ » 
fear that poflefled him ; and as' he put 
the candles down on a low table riean 
me, there was an. expreffion fo wild and: 
fearful on his dark countenance, that I 
felt it alarm me even mofe than the 
whirlwind and. thunder that were roar- 
ing without, I could not help imagin- 
ing, from his manner^ that he knew of 
feme danger awaiting me, greater thaai 
that I Iharedjn common with others^ oE 
fufEering frorx) the tempefti 

" He left me, however, in Clenee; foc: 
I was afraid to queftion hini. I fhut 
mjf doors as fecurely as poffiblci having, 
firft fatisfied myfelf, th^t no other of the. 
blajck people bad crept into the rooms, 

from. 
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from the fame Hiotive^^toliad ij!ifluei>ct4 
poor Amponah ; and I liRencd, I think,, 
with more indiflference than before to 
* the pelting of the pirilefs ftorui/ It 
ceaCed iiot, however, till arfter day-^break ;. 
and then the female negroes and mu^ 
lattoes, who belonged to me, crowded- 
into my room^ ea^c^b with fome ftory 
more terrible than the preceding, of 
what (he had feared or fuffered. The 
devaftation ^n the trees, the canc: 
grounds,, and garden, was indeed; vifi We- 
enough. One poor negro had been* 
killed by the fall of a beam in one or 
the boiling-houfes,, which had been un- 
roofed and half carried away; others* 
had been bruifed and wounded^ and tbe^ 
manager wasi bufy in repairing the mif-^ 
chief till a late hour; while I exerted 
myfolf all I^could to affift the nurfegu 
who attended the women, fomeof whonh 
had jiift lain in> and had been expofed 
with their infants to the rage of the hur- 
afiane^ bji ha\dng., the coof^ or other 
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parts of their little'cabins carried away^ 
by the windi i 

" Nothing fo much blunts the fenfe o* 
tnifery as the aftivity of humanity. I 
returned from my vifits ta thefe poor 
and apparently grateful people, at once* 
lb fatisfied and fo much fatigued, that 
I flept many hours, and forgot for awhile 
aW I have to apprehend for myfelf 



t* 



Alas! Denbigh, the tranquillity with* 
the boaft of which I finifhed my lad fen- 
tence, was^ of no long duration. This 
morning the order arrived from my fa*- 
threr, that I filould immediately remove^- 
Yfith the attendants he named, lo theeftate 
an the northern part of the iflartd ; which is, 
I dm affured, a much more lonely fitua- 
tJton than this. It is almoft-^among the- 
mountains, and no other cultivaled land> 
h within many miles.. Surely, I can no- 
where be more completely in his power 
than here. I have difcovered this mo* 
xn^utthe reafoa of hisi removing me r ai 

note: 
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note has been clandeRinely delivered to 
nac by Ainponah, from Mrs. Apibo<jp*^ 
She is at the houfe of a relation fout 
fniles from hence ;; aiid, alarmed for my 
fafety,, as every one, indeed, has beea 
fan that of his , neighbour; ferit this in*.^ 
quiry, which Amponah has ventured to. 
give me notwithftanding the ftricl in- 
junQion*, with njenaces of punifliment; 
for difobedience, which my father re- 
pealed, to. his whole houfehold,, and left, 
orders wkh Mr. Grabb to enforce^ 

" I have anfwered her : for even the^ 
Cemblance of friend (hip isfoothing to one 
whoMves, as I have lately done, cut off. 
from all human intercourfe,, and perfe- 
euted even to death by him who ought 
to be my proteflor^ my friend, my fa^ 
4her !. Yet I own, that fince I have beon^ 
convinced Jhe had defigns of her own in. 
thofe proceedings, which I thought arofe: 
folely from difintercfted. kindnefs/I do* 
ijiot. feel that afFedion for her which IL 
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*' Scarce, my deareft friend ! was I 
allowed .to fi^iifli the laft fetitence, be- 
fore I was informed that the people and- , 
carriage appointed to conduct me hither 
were ready. I had no choice i, my re- 
moiiftrances, my entreaties for time 
were not even lift^^ned to. I will not 
defcribe my journey, in which I Was at- 
tended only by a mulatto woman ; for 
Juana was hot allowed to accompany-- 
me, and as her children were (l^^ves oiV 
the eftate L have left, I would not have 
prefTedfor her attendance hither, even 
had it been likely that it would have been 
granted^ I was miferable, everf more fo 
than i had ever been yet. Ah! rurely,i£ 
ever you (hould read thefe pages, many 
of them hardly legible,, others blotted 
with my tears, you will be even weary 
©f my miferies, and my real didreffes 
may have the effe6t of thofe generally . 
popuHv novels I remember to have read 
in England^ of which 1 heard ^^o^\t 
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complain^ that they contained fuch a fe- 
ries of impoffible calamity, as to bliint 
at once compaflion. and curiofity. ' I 
write on, however, notwithftanding thb 
painful idea, which perpetually intrudes 
upon me. I write without knowing, and * 
hardly daring to hope, that my vnarrative 
will be read by him. for whom it is in* 
tended. 

** I expefted to have found my father, 
kis ekfled foq-^m-^la/W,^ and a friend of 
his, a clergyman (Heavens r art there 
in the church fuch inen as A4; is repre* 
fented to be ?), waiting my arrival ; and 
--i^no, Denbigh> I dare not tell you the 
projefiU with which my mind wa-s oceu^: 
pied, nor what I might perhaps have 
been driven to, bad they been fo affem- 
bled with a view to this dctefted fale, 
which my father means to make ofhis^ 
unhappy child! J felt as if a weighty, 
under which itr would have been impof- 
fible for me to have fupported myfcif, 
wfe fixddenly taken from my mmd^viVi«^ 
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I foisnd that this-party not only was nor 
thcFe, but that they had yetfentnono- . 
tice of the time when they intended it^ 
General orders of preparation had, how- 
ever, been received; but that the dread* 
ful alternative to which I might he ex- 
pofed was- not fo immediately to crufb 
me^I was thankful. I flept with fome . 
tranquillity the evening after my arrival; 
and yefterday, as the weather, particur 
larly on this fide the ifland, is compara- 
tively cool, I bad command enough 
over myfelf to detach my mind, fbf a 
little wliile, from the fad fubjeft df my 
apprehenfioiis, and examine the fingular 
fcenery with which I am furrounded. 

**And it is, indeed, fcenery fo n€w 
and magnificent, that I mud be quite 
crufhed by my miferies, if I could be- 
hold it without admiration. The houfe, 
a very indifferent one, is about three 
quarters of a mile from the fea, of 
which there is from the front a noblb - 
view* To th£ fouthward run out green^ 
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promontories, covered with mountaiiv 
palms Kan^l' plantains,, witball the fin- 
gulanr appendages of Indian landfcape. 
Arpanjl the houfe here, contrary, to 
the othct part o£ the ifland, for land 
feemsv a$ of nd^ more value than in 
£urope, is an inclofure like a fmall 
Englifh park j. and here are many beau- 
tiful trees and fhrubs.; the tree jafmine^ 
the pofljegranate and the mango ; to* 
getber ynth groups of orsjngfes, lemons, 
May^y ind (baddock;;^, that perfume the 
aiv wilb almoA oppreffiye odours. Be- 
hind the houfe, and beyond this half 
i^tural (hftubbery, rife the mountains, 
whkb gridu^Ily increafe in height ta 
the diftance: of fifteen or twenty milcs^ 
where they feem to tower to the ciouds, 
and of which ip^ny pairts of them have^ 
as I am told, never beefi yifited by Eu- 
ropeans. Jft is there^ainid the foreds of 
mahogany and ceiba, the Jndi&n fig, and^ 
other immepfe trees whofe names. I do 
oot knowj, and amidft the dee^ %NvVV>ft.v 
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with whkh thofe towering ridges are 
interfeflted from the immenfe volumes 
of water that fall during the rainy fea-; 
fon, that the Maroons, thofe *peopl6. 
who have lately excited fo mudi alarmy 
Kve fequeftered from oppreflionjand are: 
ofteft able to ilfiie fromi their fylvan for- 
treffes, and retaliate on their oppreffors*! 
Their community is frequently incrcafed 
byfugitive negr<3es, and is lately become 
lb formidable^ thstt 'if^eans have been^ 
dfevifed wholly to extirpate and deftioy 
them; which is, perhaps, very politic, but 
1 can hatdly think it juft. 

•^ As very great apprebensfibn^haidi bettii 
felt on thd oiher fide the iitan<l, ^li 4c-i 
count of the depredations of thefe peo.- 
pie, and as I am afraid^ by all I cati 
learn, that my father is among thbfe . 
who, from the rigour of his proceed- 
ings, is very likely to be particulaity 
obnoxious to them, I cannot help fed-^ 
ing ibme furprife at his chooGng Ms pre- 
fent refidence^ where it feems tome that 
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his propert}^an>d his family are much more 
expofed to any injuries they are capable 
of doing. The nights are now more ^ 
calm and iiiild, and the climate not 
much unlike the fouth of France ; at 
lead I love to recall that country, 
where I was happy, aqd where we 
firft met. I (at laft night under a 
fort of corridor that goes ' round the - 
houfe. - There was a folemnity in the 
fcene, and in the founds, that I felt but 
cannot defcribe. To the north, a 
heavy fwelling fea broke monotonoully, 
though violently, on the rough Ihore; 
the rocks and caverns re-echoed to the 
thunder of the waves. In the ipiea- 
fured paufes of this burft of water were 
now and thea heard, among the woods 
that clothe the mountains, noifes which, I 
was informed, are the fignals ufed by the 
Maroons and runaway negrbes to coU 
left their numbers or hold their, coun« 
cils. Sometimes it was a few dull notes 
ftruck in a particular manner on their 
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gombdy or droiri» anfwiered by the hmt 
fiumber of ftrokes from aBoifaer ^usht- 
ter. At atiother time, it was the fuU 
ten found of a great ihelli whkh is, 
they fey, -ufed every where by the fa- 
vagcs as a war fignal ; and this was an- 
fwered by hollow human voices from 
different parts — Some I fuppofed to be 
very near the houfe, fonear, that at any 
ocber tlme^ I own, I ihould not. have 
thought' of luch neighbours with indid 
ference* But it is not for me, who mo- 
mentarily exped the arrival of my father 
and his friend, to dread any other earthly 
calamity that can befall me. 

** ifidid I not thefc very ferious miferies 
to overwhelm my mind, I fliould fed 
more relief than I do from the abfence 
of many petty inconveniences which the 
feafon and ahe climate occafion. The 
mufkitos, againft which none of the con- 
trivances we have arc entirely a fecu- 
rity, are now no longer troublefome; 
nor do the cock roaches, knockers, and 

other 
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Other odious inft(5ts, now torment pie as 
they did on the other fide of , the ifland. 
I have fo little fear of the Marpons^ 
who I am perfuaded would not injure 
me, for I have never injured them, that 
I ventured out yefterday evening be- 
yond the inclofure furrounding the 
houfe. I never faw any thing fo beau- 
tiful as the woods, which are for fome 
extent up the hills quite^cl^iar of bufhes 
or thorns, and overfiiadoWj not turf in- 
deed, fucli as we fometimes Jfee in Eng- 
land, but long and luxurious grafs ; 
among which creep the little lizards, 
green as apipated emeralds, and not 
only perfedlly harmlefs, but, as it is af- 
firmed, friendly to the human race ; and 
a fort of ground dove, ftill more inter- 
efting— while innumerable other doves 
and plovers find food and fhelter among 
the trees above. I fliould, perhaps, have 
wandered much farther than prudence 
would have permitted, had day funk 
gradually into night as it does in other 
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r 
latitudes; but hete it becomes dark at - 

once : and ^s I was haftening back^ yet 
•dreading to enter the houfe, where I . 
feare4 .1 might bear my father was ar- 
rived, I was furprifed by perceiving fud- 
den flaflies of vivid light darting about 
among the trees. A«, however, they gave 
me no idea of any human contrivance, I 
was not alarmed ; and it immediately oc- 
curred to me that they weYe fire-Bies, 
and I remembered your having de- 
fcribed fome you faw in Italy. They 
are not common here, but among^ the , 
mountainous and woody parts of the 
ifland; and I find the negroes have Tome 
Grange fuperftitious notions about them, 
as, indeed, they have fome wild and abi- 
furd impreflion or other in regard to 
every objeft that furrounds them. It is 
weak and ridiculous; I know, and you, 
my friend, will feverely reprove me for 
it, if I fhould ever be fo fortunate as to 
know that thefelptters reach you. But 
I will not difguife my folly : there are 

times 
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limes when the hideous phantaGes of 
ihefe poor uniafprmed favages afFeft my 
fpiritS;With a fort of dread, which all my 
conviftion of their fallacy does not en- 
able me to fubdue. Little Maria ufed to 
talk to me of their Obeahs, perfons 
who perfuade others, and perhaps be- 
lieve themfclves, that they poffefs fu- 
pernaturial powers, acquired by I know 
not what operations, refembling, as far 
as I could learn, thofe of the witches 
in Macbeth round the magjc cauldron. 
I afterwards fancied that the two or three 
the little girl pointed out to me had fome- 
thing particularly horrid in their appear- 
ance; yet, as they are liable to fevere 
puniihment if their being Obi men or 
women is known, they carefully conceal 
any outward appearance of their pro- 
feffion. But the mulattoes, and the un- 
forumate children belonging to them 
and ^white parents, who are brought up 
anvidft all the vices and fuperftitions of 
the negroes, are too apx to imbibe both 
Vol. IL F ^<^ 
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the one afid the other ; and what at- 
tempts have been made to give them 
other ideas, feem to me only to have 
made in their minds a fort oC *darknefs 
vifible.' Thefe Obi men and women 
are, as I have been informed, more nu- 
merous here than in the other planta- 
tions: and I fhudder involuntarily when 
I fancy, from the myfterious looks and 
odd geflures of fome of them, that they 
are deeply initiated in thefe wild rites of 
fuperftiiion. 

" Amponah was among the people 
who were appointed to attend me hither, 
and it is from him that 1 receive almoft 
all the information I am able to obtain 
from^ any quarter. The poor fellow, 
from his refidence in England and his 
attendance on my brother, has acquired 
more knowledge than the generality of 
the people of his colour; and all the 
attachment he felt for my brother, near 
whofe perfon he was brought up, is very 
naturally transferred to me. As to my 

father. 
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father, he has Conceived fuch an extreme 
terror of him, owing, I believe, to forae 
feverities that have been infliQed on 
him for trifling faults, that I have fecn 
him turn pale and tremble when he 
has been (peaking of him ; and while 
he has been telling me what he ha* 
difcovered, gr heard from others of 
people, of the intentions that have been 
formed as to the ccwiclufion of mv ir.ar- 
riage, his agitation .has been fo extreme^ 
that he fuddenly became inarticulate, 
the big drops trembled on his forehead, 
and his breath became fo fhort, that he 
could not continue fpeaking, but was 
compelled to leave the room to recover 
himfelf. Alas, Denbigh! to what a fitu- 
ation is your unhappy friend reduced, 
when her only counfellor is a poor nc* 
gro (lave ! and when (he has no friendly 
bpfom on which (he can rely for more 
rauonal advice, or to whom (he dares to 
conBde the information he ventures his 
life td procure for her! 

Fa '* IVext ^^ 
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** I here break oflEl I lock my papers 
and your letters, Denbigh, into a very 
fmall cabinet, made for me, of the fine 
woods of this country, by a brother of 
Amponah's ; and I det^rniine to fend it 
4o Mrs. Apthorp, Amponah Jiaving af- 
fured me he will find means to convey it 
fafely, with a few words, the laft pe^rhaps 
after thefe that I (hall ever write ; for Am- 
ponah has difcovered, that to-morrow 
evening my father, his friend, and a man 

who is called a clergyman, are to be 
here. Mr. Grabb, who is a relation, it 
feems, and proteded by Sawkins, is al- 
ready come^ though he keeps himfeif out 
t)f my fight; and preparations are filently 
making for the wi-cked, the inhuman fa- 
crifice ! 

" No, Denbigh ! no. It will never, it 
fliall never be. The wretched creatures 
of whom I have fpoken, that pafs ' here 
for having the power to look into futu- 
rity, in vain declare that a marrij^ge and 
great feftival will fcJon happen here. A 

funeral 
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funeral will be the feftival, if there is 
any ; for I can die. Mifery fo over- 
whelming a^ that which threattens me 
will deftroy me. 1 hear again the gom-* 
hay in the woods ; I hear the ftrange 
yells as of favage triumph, and I i**^*^ 
der to think that jJ^^-- 's^^o alternative. 
I niu^ '^^^^ endeavour to fly — yet 
Avhither, and to whom? — at the hazard 
of falling into thefe people's hands^ or 
I muft await the fate defigned for me by 
my cruel, my unnatural parent ! Oh, my 
dear, dear friend! how would your gene- 
rous heart feel for your unhappy Hen- ' 
rietta, could her prefent calan)itous conr 
dition be known, to you ! Should this 
reach you — (it cannot reach you till 
long after my ^eftiny is decided, pro- 
bably not till long after this poor form is 
perifhing in the grave) — forgive me, 
Denbigh I my errors (and feverely have 
they been puniflied) were rather of my 
head than of my heart ; the effe8s of 
prejudice rather than perverfenefs. Den- 
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bigh! w^ien fome happier, fome 'more 
deferving woman is in poflTeflion of that 
place in your afFeftions which I was 
unworthy to fill^ do not fpeak of me 
with the indifference I deferve; but re- 
tv,\u^ with compaffion the poor Hen- 
rietta, whofe lati ^in^ will be for your 
felicity^ My te&rs — yet it is uvr*. oi^gyj 
that I can weep- — my tears blind me ; 
and fcarcely can my trembling hand 
make legible this lafl adieu/' 
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LETTER III. 

1 HE narrative of the poor perfecuied 
Henrietta was here interrupted ; and on 
my applying to my friend Denbigh for 
the fequel, he thus related it, filling up 
the chafm till 'fhe again refumed the 
pen : 

** You fee/* faid he, " the date of 
this laft letter. I arrived at Janiaua 
three days earlier than that date ; and 
without any inquiry after my other 
friends, I haftened only to inform my- 
felf of Henrietta: but the accounts I 
received bewildered for awhile, and 
then nearly diftrafled me. By fome 
perfons 1 was alTured (he had been mar- 
ried fome time ; by others, thatfhe had 
been fent no one knew whither, by her 
father, for having pofitively Yefvifedi vo 

F 4 ^cQ.^'^v 
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accept the hufband he had chofen for 
her. Kingfton was, however, remote 
from any of Mr. Maynard's houfes ; 
and though the Colonies in general are 
as much or more infefted with tale- 
bearers ^nd gqffips than the provincial 
towns of England, it happened at that 
time, that public events materially af- 
fefting them, the increafing alarm from 
the infurgent Maroons, and an epide- 
mical complaint of the itioft alarming 
nature, had co-operated to call off the 
attention of individuals from every 
thing but the prefervation of their pro- ' 
perty and their families. And though 
Mr. Maynard was, on account of his 
fortune, one of the Afiembly, he was 
very little beloved, and his daughter not 
at all known j and of what had befaJlen 
either the one or the other it was i'm- 
poffible to obtain corre6l intelligence 
where I was. I loft not a moment, 
therefore, in battening to his principal 
rcFidcncc on the other fide of the ifland, 
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that to which Henrietta had been firft 
carrried. Arrived there, I inquired of 
the firft negro I met for Mr. Maynard. 
The poor fellow appeared to be afrai4 
of anfwering me; andijpon my entreat- 
ing him to fpeak out, and afTuring hjm I 
had bufinefs of the greateft confequence 
with his matter, he pointed, with evident 
fymptoms of apprehenfion, to the houfe 
of the overfeer, at the end of a row of 
palmetos, many of which had been 
blown down by a hurricane that had 
happened, he told me, in that part of the 
ifland three weeks before. * None of 
the family fufFered ?' faid I eageriy. 
* Only two tree negro kill/ replied 
the man. *But Mifs Maynard, your 
matter's daughter, where is {he ?' The 
negro fliook his head : * No fay, maffa^ 
One my fhip-Tnate flog for make quef- 
tion — for tell tings.' This myftery was 
infupportable. The manager to whon^ 
I was then compelled to apply was only 
a fort of fecond or third \itvd« ^ v\\^ 
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chief deputy, who was, I found, abfent. 
This man feemed the moft fullen brute I 
bad ever talked to; he either could ntt 
or would not give me any fatisfaftion 
whatfoever. I prefently became impa- 
tient, and infifted upon his telling me 
where I could fpeak to his mafter ; 
which he refufed to do unlefs I would 
tell him my bufinefs. There was fome- 
thing fo ferocioufl)^ myfterious in his 
manner, that my alarm increafed, and I 
tried to conquer my indignation, while 
I faid, * You w ill furely tell me. Sir, 
whether Mr. Maynard is at home?' — * I 
cannot tell you. Sir, what I do not 
know,' — •' Is he here, on this eftaie?'^ — 
< No.'-—* At which of his eftates is he ?' 
— * I catiuot tell/—* Where is his 
daughter?' — * I know nothing about his 
daughter.' — ^ Good God, Sir! you can 
tell me whether ihe is married or fingle?' 
— .* She was to have been married as 
laft Thurfday ; but I do not know that 
(he was/ — * Where, Sir,' continued I in 
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increafed agitation^ * was the ceremony 
to have taken place ?' — * At Mr. May- 
nard's northern plantation.' — '* And did 
it not take place ?'-r-* I — I — really, Sir, 
thefe queftions from a ftranger are fome- 
what extraordinary. I do not know. 
Sir, that you have any right to afk them ; 
but, be that as it may, I have no autho- 
rity to anfwer them. Your fervant, Sir ; 
1 wiQi you a good day.' The worthy 
manager then retired to his/angaricy and, 
turning away in inexpreffible mortifica- 
tion, I was about to inquire of fome of 
the negroes; but a fervant from the ma- 
nager's houfe followed me, and at a 
fignal he made every perfon difappeared; 
and none, I was perfuaded, would have 
anfwered my queftion, had I found an 
opportunity to put it. Half frantic, I 
flopped merely to argue with my impe- 
tuous paflions on the neceffity of pa- 
tience and refolution; refolution, without 
which it feemed to be impoffible for me ' 
to know, or, knowing, to eudwvQ^ v\\^ 

F 6 ^^v^vx 
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extent of the mifery to which t might 
be condemned. Henrietta married un- 
der circumflances of* compuliSoh ; or, 
Henrietta forgetting me, and throwing 
me from her affe£lk)n for ever, were al- 
moft equally terrible to my imagination : 
yet, fo truly did I love her, that it Was 
lefs terrible to believe her faithlefs to 
me, than the fad vfftim of her father's 
inhuhian tyranny. If, faid I as foon 
as I could refleil, if (he has broken for 
ever all thofe ties which united us, \ 
fhalt, it is true, be wretched. But time 
will enable line to look with calmnefs on 
the conduQ; of a woman, who, if flie 
could fo aft, could never deferve the 
tendernefs I have felt foV her. If, on 
the cdnlrary, fhe is condemned by her 
cruel and brutal father to throw herfelf 
into -the arms of a man (he abhors, to 
become a legal proftitute to a contetnp- 
tible wretch whom flie muft loath and 
abhor! — The very idea is fo hideous to 
my imagination, that it would be impof- 
3 fible 
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fible for me eVer to fufFfef the reality ; 
and I fhould Uhdoabtedly facrifice to^ 
my ycngeihce the morifters that had 
dared to life the eftablifhed forms of 
life ih violation of every principle of 
moral or human rights. Alas ! all thiefe 
meditations, far from forwarding any 
projed for the relief of my poor Hen- 
rietta, ferved only to render me inca- 
pable of aflHling her. I felt my brain 
inflamed by the violence of my emo- 
tions. I became giddy and confufed;. 
yet, determined not to afk, what would 
probably have been refufed, a moment's 
repofe at the houfe or among the people 
of Maynar-d, I rode forward not know- 
ing where or why. The hotteft feafort 
was now at hand : the ardour of a tro- 
pical fun, darting on my throbbing tem- 
ples, was, though I wa^ niyfelf almoft in- 
ftnfible of it, not long to be endured 
with impunity.^ Even the poor faithful 
black fervant, who followed me bri 
horfeback, vas nearly overcome; when. 
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arriving at that part of the country 
where the blue mountains begin to be 
very fteep^ and are cut with wide and 
deep gullies, my horfe,^ quite exhaufted 
with fatigue, (for I had heeded his cor- 
poreal feelings no more than my own) 
fell with me in a very rocTcy and ftony 
road, and I know not what became of 
me for many hours. 

• * This happened in the country which 
was aftually the feat of the Maroon in- 
furreQion. I knew very little of it. I 
had inquired after nothing, I had 
thought of nothing, but Henrietta! My 
fenfations therefore, if perfonal fafety 
had been the objeft of my folicitude, 
would not have been very comfortable, 
when, awaking fipom infenfibility, I found 
myfelf furrounded by men of colout, 
whom I immediately knew, as well by 
iheir appearance as by the place where 
they were, to be Maroons and runaway 
negroes, and from whom it was likely I 
Ihould receive as Irttle mercy as had 

been 
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been by the generality of my country- 
men ihewn to them. They appeared, 
however, to be adminiftering remedies 
to the hurts I had received by ray fall ; 
and Ambo, my fervant, perceiving that I 
was fenfible, uttered an exclamation of 
joy, and, kneeling by me, wept like a 
child. I underftood, that when he faw 
me fall, and found I was feverely hurt, 
he ran into tlie woods, whence he ima- 
gined he perceived the fraoke of negro- 
houfes, and had foon fallen in with a. 
party of armed Maroons and blacks, to 
whom, without attending to their hottile 
appearance, he had briefly related my 
misfortune, and entreated their fuccour. 
Thefe men were lying in wait for a 
fmall detachment of militia, who, they 
had /been told, were to pafs that way; 
and it was only his agitation for my 
fafety, and the extreme (implicity of my 
fervant, that convinced them I was not, 
what they had at firft fuppofed, one of 
the officers df that militia. They fol- 
io v«ed 



IIJ* THE SOLIT^ARY WAT^DERER'. 

lowed my fervant to the place where he 
had left tne, and I was nOvW their pri- 
foner; yet a prifoner towards whom 
they were difpofe(f to (hew evepy fort of 
kindnefs, on the report of my fervant^ 
whofe honed folicitude for me con- 
vinced them I was not one of thofe 
whom their unfortunate race have rea- 
fon to purfue with execrations and witb 
vengeance. I foon recovered recollec- 
tion enough to endeavour to avail my- 
felf of their favourable difpofition to- 
wards^ me. I reprefented to him who- 
feemed to have the greateft authority 
among them, that more than my life de- 
pended on ray being fuffered inftantly 
to depart; and when he aflced.an ex- 
planation, I briefly related whitlier t 
was going. Appealing to all of .nature 
trhat oppreffion had left in the hearts of 
thefe wild people, I told them of the 
force whicTi I had reafon to dread would 
be put on the inclinations of the woman 
I loved, and to whom I had been be^ 
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trothed in England. I obferved, that 
when I named Mr. Maynard, and faid' 
that I was going to his northern eftate 
in hopes of^ preventing this accurfed 
marriage, chey looked fignificantly at 
each other; and at length one of them^ 
who appeared to be riiore ferocious and 
Jcfs confiderate than the reft, told me^ 
that to haften whither I was going was 
utterly ufelefs, becaufe it was now fome > 
days fi nee that plantation had been de- 
ftroyed, in retaliation for the cruelty ' 
with which their people (the Marooris) 
had been parfued, perfecated, and pu- 
nifhed by Mr. Maynard. I felt my 
blood run cold to my heart at this in- 
formation, and hardly had ftrengih and 
courage to afl<, what became of the 
perfons who were in the houfe, when it 
wasi as I underttood, fet on fire ? The . 
fame man anfwered, that the women and 
flaves were carried up the mountain — 
Maynard himfelf was not there— They 
had been mifinformed as to \.Vv^ uvsn^ ^^ 
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his arrival to celebrate the marriage of 
his daughter, on the very day of which 
they intended to have Itruck the blow ; 
but having gone too far to retreat before 
they were "aware of their miftake,they had 
executed their plan as far as it related 
to the deftruQion of his property, and 
the captivity of his family, referving 
their vengeance againft him perfonaUy 
till they could completely gratify it. 

** Whilc'the man continued to fpeak, I 
was become half frantic from the crowd 
of terrific ideas that rufhed on my mind 
relative to Henrietta. She was releafed 
from the power of Maynard only to 
Fall into that of favages, always terrible 
in their paflions, and in whom the fierce 
inclination for European women was 
now likely to be exalted by the defire 
of revenge on a man fo detefted as the 
father of my unhappy Henrietta! I 
cannot — no, my friend! I will not at* 
tempt to tell you what were at that mo- 
ment my feelings. Yet, dreadfully acute 
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as they were, I knew it was abfolutely 
neceffary for me to difguife them. Hen- 
rietta might yet live ; arid however 
wretched k was likely we (hould both 
be, I could not determine to abandon 
her, though I were fure to find her dif-, 
graced and undone. I could die with herJ 
— (for I knew flie never would furviye 
the horrors I dreaded for her)— I could 
die with her, if to live for her were de- 
nied. Onv.c ••rtnin^ therefore, and I foon 
was but too certain, tt^at Henrietta was 
carried to the faftnefles among ^he moun- 
tainous forefts, where the Maroons Wild 
impregnable ftations, I no longer fought 
my liberty. I endeavoured only, by 
means of Ambo, to prevail on my captors 
to allow me to go wjth them ; and they, 
were afiured that I would remain as a^ 
hoftage, while Ambo fhould be dif- 
patched to bring them an ample ranfom, 
and that I would, in the mean tlifne, fut^^ 
mit to the reftraint of following their 
party whitherfoever they went. 
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• 

Captain Degomai^ the commander^ 
to whom it was left to decide on my 
deftiny, took fome time to confidcr of 
Illy propofal, and at length told me, that 
he could not entirely affent to it. The 
offer of a confiderable ranfom had 
its weight : yet how could he tf uft to 
the faith of Ambo, who feemed fo at* 
tached to me, and who^ inftead of re-- 
turnings might bring the enemy to their 
flrong^ holds, arad uttc^V •^"^^ them? 
That propofaL*^J^«fore,lie muft rejjea-;. 

but he ^fif'^ili^ take both myfelf and my 
fervant irp the country to the wKJods,. 
afnd confult with his chief;, while, on. 
xny tranquilly fubmitting to 'my impri-^ 
fonnnent, and not attempting tSo, make 
myfelf mafter of any of their fecrets^ it 
muft finally depend whether I fhould be 
treated like an enemy or a friend.. I 
found all remonftrancc wOuld be iii 
vain ; but delay in any way Was death 
to me. It happened, however, an alarm 
was given at that n^oment, that a large 

body 
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body of regular forces and militia, af- 
fembled by the gentlemen neareft to the 
^(lates tbisit had lately fufFered, was ra- 
pidly advancing with artillery towards 
their principal fortrefs; and a fcout 
came from their main body with this 
intelligence, and orders from their Ma-, 
roon general to haften thither with all 
poIEble fpeed. This appeared to be a 
very o^pfavourable moment for me ; and 
under fome circumftances it would have 
probably happened that I (hould have 
beert (tabbed, or (hot at once, to preyent 
all inquiry or the hazard of my efcape ; 
ibut Ambo, who had found roeans to 
make himfelf much beloyed among them, 
had, by this time, difcovercd hisneJar re- 
lation, a brother by the fame father, who 
was a fort of fecond in command; and, 
I believe, that circumftance faved my 
life. I was, however, marched up the 
CQuntry as aprifoner; while the agony 
of my mind, dwelling continually on 
the fate of Henrietta, fo far rendered 
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me unconfcious of perfonal fuffering, 
that I neither felt the fatigue of fuch a 
march, or*the pain from .my bruifes. I 
hardly heeded what was faid; I hardly 
fell my own fituation, .and remembered 
I was a captive only becaufe it pre* 
vented my throwing myfelf at all ha- 
zards into any place where it was likely 
my dear unhappy girl might be found. 

" I was confciOus that my life hung but 
by a thread; the flighted fufpicion was 
fufficient to deftroy me ; and more than 
one of the party, whofe prifoner I- was, 
regarded me, as I could plainly perceive, 
with diftriift. Occupied, however, by one 
objeflt, my own danger becanie indiffer- 
ent to me ; and I appeared to be fo to- 
tally infenfible to every thing, which, 
if I had any invidious defigns, would 
have attrafled my attention, that during 
our march my captors gradually became 
lefscareful of confining me amongftthcm. 
On the fecond evening, while they ftill 
lingered around the woody region of a 

moun* 
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mountain, for reafons which' I did not 
comprehend, and dared not inquire into, 
the whole party fat down at night-fall 
under a higH, chain of rocks, which 
formed a natural and almoft infurmouni- 
able barrier to the higher grounds, un- 
lefs to thofe who knew the winding and 
rugged paths which led kmong them. 
The men produced two fmall cafks of- 
rum ; and while fome went to fill their 
calabaihes at a fpring, which ^ufhed 
through the cliff, glittering in the moon* 
beam as it fell, others made a fire, and 
prepared the pork and kid, which they 
had brought, with yams and bananas, I 
(hall never forget the group as they ap- 
peared beneath the bright light of the 
moon then ?Lt full. The ftrange dreffes, 
where Indian natedhefs was oddly in- 
termingled with military ornaments; 
their dark faces, and that peculiar look 
of- ferocity which the eye of the negro 
rolling, in its deep focket gives to the 
whole race of Africans, and which was, 

in 
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in onie jnftance, rendered more.fo by the 
plumed helmet of an EngliQi foldier, 
whom the black had killed and ftripped; 
in another by a fort of turban, from 
which waved the fcarlet feathers of the 
tnackaw ; and in a third by part of an . 
old uniform, and a laced hat. i flood 
leaning againft an excavated rock behind 
^ them, liftening with increafed anguifli 
to their converfation, a^ the fpirits and 
good cheer began to make them noify 
and unreferved» I had, from a boy, 
undcrftood a little of their wild jargon, 
€lnd now fancied they fpoke of their wo- 
men, and of white women whom their 
chief had made captives in their late 
excurfTon among the plantations to the 
north. I looked at Ambo, to whom I 
dared not fpeak apart, for any conver- 
fation between us was, I found, ofFen- 
five; but I was fure, from the counxc- 
nance and geftures of Ambo, that he un- 
derftood (heir difcourfe better than I 
did, and that it related to Henrietta. 

This 
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TMs terriWe certainty, fittce every hop« 
ihait it noigbt not be To feeia^d now to 
be at an end^ qiike ftiJbdued my forti* 
ttide> and I Tunk alntioft fenlel^fs on the 
ground. Poor Amboobtaincd for mc a 
ghafs of ihreir rum^and was* knecKng. to 
adminiHer it to bis arpparemly dying 
mafter^ \«ben a fudden fii^out in the 
woods below fufpcnd^d ait onre the favk 
vage Bvirib of the Maroons ; they lif- 
tened, but it was not repeated: yet 
every man flew to iarras. A fcout im* 
mediately fprang forth to difcover 
whence proceeded a noife which they 
knew was not made by friends. Hardly, 
however, were thefe precautions taken 
when a volley of (hot was fired amongft 
as. It killed two, and wounded five; 
among whoip was my poor Ambo^ a* J^ 
afterwards found. ^ No defcription can 
do juftice to the hideous yells which now 
refoundcd among the rocks and woods. 
The affailants and the aflailcd mingled 
their cries, which were returned and 
Vol. II. . G ^^^^j^xv^^l 
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deepened by the hollow cavejns. An- 
other volley from the ftill concealed foe 
filencedforeverfotneof the moft clamor- 
ous 5 and the reft being driven to de- 
fpair, their natural and acquired fierce- 
nefs of charafter urged them to fuch 
revenge as was yet in their power ; and 
the man whom I had conGdered as a 
fort of fecond in command, and in whom 
I had obferved fymptoms of peculiar 
malignity, ruflied with another towards 
me, iand, each feizing an arm, hurried me 
away into the thickeft covert of the 
wood near them, exerting fuch ftrength 
and agility as I could not perhaps have 
effeQually reGfted at^any time ; but en- 
feebled as I was, yet animated by the 
hope that I might refcue Henrietta, i£ I 
could fpeak to the armed party who had 
made the alTaulr, I ftruggled^ with my 
utmoft power to difengagcmyfelf; when 
the place we were in being chbked with 
trees and -pieces of jock, it was impot- 
fible for the men to compel me to go on ; 
. 1 and 
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and toconfultat once their fafety and their- 
vengeance, one of the negroes drew a dirk 
he wore, and dabbed me twice. The firft 
blow penetrated my arm, the fecond my 
fide; and imagining he had killed me, or. 
not daring to flay to complete his work, 
he and his companion fled, and left me 
weltering in my bloods I was not, how- 
ever, infenfible, and had fufficient prc- 
fence of mind to endeavour to (top the 
blood which gufhed from the wound in 
my fide, while I liftened attentively in 
hopes of hearing the hoftile party, who 
would be friendl^ to w?, approach ; but 
after a tumult of fome mome-ms, and 
fome converfation in which I fuppofcd it 
was difcuflcd whether they fliould pucfue 
the fugitives, their voices as they defcend- 
ed among the woods were more faintly 
heard, and then gradually died away. The 
only poor hope I had feemed to perifh 
when I nolonger diftinguifhed the voices 
of the Englifli foldicrs. I collc£ted, how- 
ever, all my ftrength, and endeavoured 
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t6 get Up and follow them: but though I 
vras upon my feet, and able to fta^nd fup- 
ported by a tree, yet in a raoment my 
eyes grew dim, my bead giddy, I con- 
cluded my death immediate, and, faintly 
uttering the name of Henrietta, ceafed 
to think or to breathe. I lay fome hours 
in that ftate ; for when I recovered my- 
, felf it was the dawn of day. My wounds^ 
had ceafed to pour forth the blood in 
which I found myfelf lying; but I was 
deadly fick, and for fome time unable to 
recall dvftinftly what had happened. 
With confcioufnefs returned my intole- 
rable anguifli ; and I figured to myfelf 
my wretched Henrietta under fufferings* 
which maddened ray brain. I knew not 
what I did ; yet I crawled with extreme 
difficulty to the fcene of the preceding 
night's attack, and with horror beheld 
the diftorted countenances of fevcral 
Blacks and Maroons who had been 
killed; while among them I diftinguifhed, 
with the greateft regret, the face of my 

. poor 
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poor Amo, who had perlfhed for his aft*, 
tachment tx) qoe. Sinking to the eartb*^ 
I believed myfelf about to follow him, 
when> in the Woody, diflfe above, I beard 
the found of thofe favage inftruments by 
which the Maroons call to Isattle, and L 
doubted not but that they were com- 
ing down in force tp meet the ^arty 
i^ho had attacked diem. If I was pec- 
«iycd, it was probtble that my cxift^ 
^nce would end aoiidd the moft excruw 
jpiating tortures ; and wretched 4s I wasj^ 
ibe inftin€live love of life, or raihep 
dread of fuch a death, urged me to atr 
i^ippt my efcape, I crept, therefore, 
again into the descending woods, in a 
di^e^iion oppofite to that whither I had> 
been forced by the Maroons. My pro- 
grefs was flow; for I was To weak, that I 
wa^ compelled to drag myfelf along by 
holding the tnees on either hand. Yet 
even thu& heavily advancing fatigued 
me fo much, that I felt my wouitds be* 
jpnhing, to bleed afrefh; and that I 
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(hould again faint, if I could not Aaunch 
the bleeding. I gathered fome'^ leaves, 
and, folding one on another, applied 
them to my wounds, which I thought I 
perceived would not be mortal, if the 
lofs of blood they occafioned did not ex- 
bauft me. On thefe high regions there 
are few cocoa or other fruit-bearing 
trees ; but I found fome of the fruit 
called fweet fop, which for a while ex- 
tremely refrelbed me. I continued to 
xreep on, being fometimes under the ne- 
ceffity of refting for many minutes; and 
in thefe intervals I anxioufly liftened to 
,the noifes which would give me anyMn- 
formation of the motions of thofe whom 
I now confidered as my murderers; 
and from whom, if they tracked me, 
I imagined it to be impoffible to ef- 
cape. But it was high noon, and the 
continual buzising of the mulkitoe^ 
and other infefts made it impoffible for 
me to diftinguifh any diftant founds, 
while their flings greatly increafed my 
torment ; 



THE STOFY O^ HENRIETTA* I27 

torment; and the heat, notwithftanding 
I was among high grounds, was fo op- 
preffive, that it was almoft impoflible for 
me to proceed. Yet to obtain any repofe 
was eqaally impoffibre ; and defpair of 
being able to fave my unhappy Henrietta 
added fo feverely to my perfonal fuffer- 
ings, that i hardly retained my fenfes, 
\he cruel agony I endured being fueh 
as I could not long fuftain and live. 
An infatiable and tormenting third 
added to my bodily pain, and the fruits . 
I found wefe infufficient to allay it.. 
I liftened for the found of water, and 
at laft thought:!: heard it murmur in 
the gulley below. But in my fituation, 
an attempt to follow a defcent of near 
a hundred yards, which, but for the 
trees and (hrubs, would have appeared 
^Imoft : ptrpfesdicular, was by no means 
?afy. Thefe guUeys I knew^ito be the 
peculiar lurkin^r places of. fugitive ne- 
groes, who had fled from their matters 
without having yet had courage or oij- 
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portunity to join the infiirgent Maroons; 
and I might perhaps meet with fome 
-who itiight quickly put an end to my 
faint and almoft invoUintary ftruggles 
to prefer ve a worthlefs or raiferable- ex- 
igence. 

"Once more, however, exerting myfelf 
to the utmoft of my power, rather f/om 
ioftinS than reafoo, 1 began to attempt 
d^fcending thk fi^arful chafm. The 
bPill^and br9iiche$ of the trees fuftain^ed 
«ie, while the j'oots, ftariing in many 
places fcom the rock, gave ine a footing 
whi^h jtfee rock itfelf joften denied. * I 
believe { ^^s almod three hours labcw 
rioufly renciijng the bottom of this 
ehifm. I did^ however, reach il, and 
threw myfelf n\ore tha,n half dead on the 
high aifwj. luxuriant graf$, or ratlicr reeds^ 
vhiqh bordered a fmall rapid (Iream^ 
w ho Cef piling was far ,on the cliffs above. 
When I had recovered ' my breath and 
recoHeftiofl, I eagerly turned to thp 
water ; »nd ij^ith my hftjids^ (for I had no 

hat 
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Kat or any thing elfe by which to convey 
it, I enckavbured jto appeafe the con- 
filming thirft which devoured me ; and 
never did the pure element adminifter 
its refrefhment to lips more parched, or 
weaknefs more oppreQive than what I 
fuftered. Quite overcome by exceffive 
exertion arid lofs of blood, which' aU 
ways Uifpofes to fleep, forge tfulocfs ftole 
over me. The dark recefs^ where I lay 
feemed never to have been trodden by 
human feet, and monkeys, parroquets; 
and doves appeared to be the undif- 
turbed paroprietors of the foil^ But had' 
there been veftiges of more hoftile in- 
habitants; I was no longer capable of 
calculating my danger, and the body re« 
fufed to fupport any longer the overu 
whelming agonies of the mind. Had I - 
jiecn told that I could fleep for many 
hours (for now I really flept) without 
once remembering that Henrietta was 
loft to me for ever, and was in all pro- 
bability fuffering indignities which were 
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infinitely worfe than death) I ihould 
have fpurned at the fuppofition as a ca-* 
lumny mod derogatory to every feel- 
ing of affeftion or honovir. Yet there 
is a period of fuffering when the mod 
aflive mind finks into torpor, and the 
vital principle alone keeps up the languid 
pulfation of the heart. Even this degree 
of life I fhould not have retained, had I 
not been in the very ftrength of youth- 
ful manhood^ and poffefTed a found and 
unbroken conftitution. 

••In the partial infenfibility I had thus 
fallen into, fancy w^s at length bufy ; 
and after fome hours I imagined that a 
perfon ftood by me, fpoke to^ me in a 
friendly voice, touched my face and 
bands, and bade me try to rife. The 
yifion was confufed, and foon difap- 
peared. Yet a fecond time it came, 
and a fecond -time faded into air. Again 
I imagined this compaflionhte voice 
murmuTed in my ears : and that a man 
of my owii colour and country fiood 

^ . near 
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near me, chafing my temples and hands. 
I opened my eyes, and perceived a 
human figure, but a very unufual one ; 
and ftill believing myfelf in a dream, I 
looked round me, faw the objefts I had 
feen before I flept, and recovered a fort 
of confufed confcioufnefs of all that had 
happened, and of the plac^ where I was. 
The figure, feeing that I was fenfible, 
then fat down by me, and inquired 
who I was, and bv what chance' I camtf 
in that condition into Cuch a place? I 
tried, but fn vain, to anfwer his queftions 
coherently. He perceived how un- 
able I was to fatisfy his curiofity^ and 
afked me, if with affiftance I could rife 
from the ground ? I found it very dif- 
ficult, as well becaufe of my weiaknefs as 
the fQrenefs of my limbs. . At Jength, 

. however, I found myfelf able to move, 

« 

leaning on my fricqdiy condudlor^ and 
after walking, or rather creeping, along 
among brufhwood and mz^ngroves, on 
ibe edge of the ' rivulet, which were 
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vas to nw a nK)ft Uh^iog$ itafk t^ get 
tjifough tbcfld, %ye arrived ai ^ wrr^ew 
path »p the pnecipice^ which timght be, 
almoflt called .a ladder of roclbs, I 
climbed, or rather was dragged up mih 
GonGderabk difiicuhy by my condiiftor, 
till fuddenly I faw one of ihofe caves fo 
frequent in thefe caouhtains, ^rui ufually 
the abode of thpfe giant-bats which are 
found in the iropi'^al rcgipos, or .of 
vild pigepns; and often of wretched 
negroes,, who hazard the want of fpx3d, 
or live by nightly plunder, to efcape 
fr<Mn punlfliment or oppreffion. The 
place I now law, however^ wa^ in feme 
degree accommodated to the residence 
of a- being of another defcription ; 
and wfcen I looked around it, and be- 
held its inhabitant, the fable which had 
moft delighted my youth occurred to 
me, and I imagined myfeif in the inw'ard 
apartment of Robinfon Crufoe. My 

new 
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new ffknd ww an Englifliniin, between 
fifty ifld fixty : bi« complexion was that 
of oae who had lived mu^h in hoi 
elimates, and bis features bore the traces 
pf fonie deep afBidiion. It was eafy (tiO 
perceive by hi* reanner, wd (the ione« 
of bu voice^ that bis educiitioniiad b«n 
that of ,a geodeman. His drefs was not 
much unlike the codume of fome reli^ 
gious orders, except that his robe wajs of 
the blue cotton, woven and dyed by the 
negroes, and his grey hair was covered 
by a large hat of woven 0raw or reeds^ 
not unlijke thoib wora by peafants in (bme , 
parts of Italy. He feemed unconfcious 
of the (ingularity of his appearance, and 
bow muph furprifed I muft be to fee 
f|icb a perfon in fuch a place : but, atten-* 
tiyeonly to ray wants, h^ haftened to drefs 
my woumjs, whicii he performed with 
th? (kill of a furgeon ; then furniflied 
me with a flight repaft of cafiada bread, 
yams, and chocolate, not allowing me to 
take any thing fpiritou^ He gave me 
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foijie of his own Hnen, which was ex- 
tremely refrefliing ; and forbidding me 
to fpeak more than to tell him my name, 
and that in croffing the country I had 
fallen into the power of the Maroons, 
he led me to an enclofure . huftg with 
matting within the rock, where there 
was a mattrefs on the floor, and fome 
<:otton bedding, on which bidding me 
repofe myfetf he left me. Repofe, how- 
ever, it was impoflible to obtain. I 
looked round me by the light of a fmall 

^ lamp fed with palm oil, and could hardly 
perfuade myfelf that all that had paffed 

, was not a dreiam, from which I was not 
yet awakened. I rai fed myfelf on the 
arm of which I had itill the ufe, and lif- 
tened, trying to afcertain if I was really 
in poffeffibn of my fenfe^. I found my- 
felf now able diftinfclly to carry ray 
mind to- 'the progrdfs of my fufferings ; 
and then the cruel recolleftian of iien- 
rietta, loft for ever, came with all its 
former force, and I ceafed to think of 
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myfelf, or to fecolle£l that I perfonally 
fufFered. It immediately occurred to 
me, that my new friend might know 
foniething of the. late tranfaftions of thQ 
MarooriSj for it feemied difficult to con- 
ceive how a European could live, as he 
appeared to do, in the very midft of 
their receffes, without being, if not their 
aflbciate, at leaft one who knew how to 
conciliate them — or to inhabit fuch an 
abode would have been impraQicable. 
Again I liftened ; tut befides that it was 

now night, the intervention of the rock 

I* 

prevented my hearing any things with- 
out but a dull indiftinS murmur of the 
land-wind among the high trees rifing 
above it. ; 

. " My fpirits became more and more 
aftive. and I believed myfelf ca'pabld of 
rifing, feeking my iriGomprehenfible 
hoft, and relating to him the caufe of 
my' wanderings, and the, great fource of 
my difquiet ; when, having crept to the 
fort 6f door, compofed of reeds, joined 
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^mething in the manner of the fences' 
vlih which ve enclofe our meioiw 
grounds in England, I thought I heard 
\wo pcrfon^ in the outer cave converf- 
ing ; and though they fpoke in a very 
Jowtone, I fancied ope of them was a 
woman. On a fudden they feemed tP^ 
be alarmed at fome noife^ and I held 
fny breath left it (hould have b^en roy 
approach that put an end to their con« 
ference._ Qne of them I could hear 
glided away ; Cor I now found the reeds 
were in Come places broken, and in 
others might eafily havie been removed 
by the hand j but it was too dark for me 
tp difcover who the other perfon was 
whom I had for a -moment heard coaw 
verfing with the liermit of the cave, fof 
fo I called him, not knowing indeed to 
what defcription of being he could be 
faid to belong. 

"My movements were not fo filcnt but 
that my hoft heard nne. He appeared^. 
on opening the door^ to be aftonifhed to 

find 
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find me able to move, and gently remon^ 
ft rated with me on my in^rudence. I 
anfwered himy by fafyimg, that I wa$ 
afhamed of having fuffered perfonal con,^ 
federations to detain me a trefpaffer on 
bis humanity, while a dearer iniereft^ 
the welfare of one for whofe preferv^ 
atiori my life would be readily relitu 
quiihed^ was prpbably in a iilualion 
which I could not think of without he« 
ing driven to phrenfy. While I fpoke^ 
my agitation became fo great, that my 
Adw friend, believing I (hoqld fall led 
me to a feat on one fide of a table, while 

hcfatidown oppofiie, and in a prm yet 
Ibatfaing voice bade mc rettiember, that 
to CufFer was the lot of man, and that 
'fiiperiority of mind was (hown oiily by 
fttffering wpll. There was a lamp on 
the table betweGn us ; his hat was off> 
9fid I now faw a countenance uivere the 
hand of mifery had deepened the traces 
marked by the lapfe 6f almpft fixty 
years. Yet ii was one of ihofe faces on 
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which the eye loves to dwell, while it 
gives confidence to the heart. There 
was, however, a peculiar though tran- 
fient wildnefs in his eyes, while he thus 
fpoke : *I have been,' faid he, *fo 
wretched a wanderer in this world, that, 
quitting it as far as was in my power, I. 
no longer conGder myfelf as one of its 
inhabitants. Yet here, even here, amid 
the mountainous forefts of a. tropical 
ifland, does the voice of mi fery reach 
me. Hither am I purfucd by the fight 
of fufferings and of forrows which man 
brings oh man I* \ 

** He paufed; and fcemed toawait a re- 
ply — -I was in no condition to give one* 

* MifeKy,' continued he, ^ is, indeed, 
the certain. concomitant of flavery. It 
folloy^s ^ilh undeviatirig ftep the t}'Taat 
who impofes, arid the flave who endures 
the fetters. Are you of this country. 
Sir? or are you one of the military fent 
from England?* 

" A brief yet incoherent account of 
' what 
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what and who I was followed. I addfed 
the fhort ftory of my reparation from 
Henrietta, and the hopes of faving heP 
^ from a detefted marriage^ with which, 
not knowing much .of the fituation of 
the country, and totally carelefs of any 
cohfequences to myfelf by travelling 
through it, I had hurried away from qpe 
of Mr. Maynard's houfes to the other. 
The friendly reclufe heard mfe with fur- 
prife, which was, I thought, accbmpariied 
by an expreffion of countena-nce very 
different from that of canoern. He 
feemed to be confidering of his anfweri 
when the conchs and gomgoms of thes 
Maroons fuddenly broke the fil^nce of 
the night, and appeared to be very near 
the habitation of my prote6tpr. He 
changed countenance ; but imrxiddiately 
recovering himfelf, he put out the lamp, 
and faid in a low voice : * Thefe people, 
though in a ftarte of warfare againft Euro- 
peans, are not inimical to me. They are 
ufed to fee me^ and know that I take no 
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part again ft theni ; butk wiU not be Me 
for you to be feen. Retire, therefore^ 
to your mattrefs, reinain quiie ftill, that^ 
^oai4 aiiy of xhtm enter this place 41 
they fpmetimea do, I may appear to be 
as ufual^ — aloM.* I hefitated not to da 
as he bade me; yet I chvh I was very 
far from being at my eafe, when I heard 
three or fouf hpi^rfc voices falute my hdft 
in a ldt»g«idge of which I underftood 
nothing b^t two or three words, ^nd 
thofie ho&ile* borrowed from the oegra 
Jlnglifh of the colonies. My friend at>» 
fwef e4 ihetn in the fam^ jargon in a mild 
and m^n}y tones aod offered themi as I 
ii»agioed, foiroe kind of fpirits, which they 
accepted. Sodoc of them Laughed im^ 
moderately, Ihouiod, and clapped their 
baixci^^. appearing tp defcribe Come recent 
fuccefs^ and foimding to my ears like 
^ji^refiiaiis of barbarous triimiph. Per«» 
haps they were relating their having 
poflefled tbemfelves of the daughter 
of Mayoard^. after havirig ravaged his 

eftate^. 
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cftate. I fbond «hi5 ^rpprehenfion fo 
terrible, that I could rtot long have 
remained trd^niqml ; ! thirvk^^ had n& 
confideratioi> for my kittd prbt^ftor in- 
ter po fed, I fhould have rufhed out to 
have rhet death, rather than fuftain th^ 
borrars of my imagination in regard to 
Henrietta. But k, fortunately happenet^ 
t1>at iheir arrangements for the night 
did not allow them to ftay long ; they 
apparently went away, and filence foU 
lowed their wild clamour, fave that 
drums, as of other parties about to af- 
femble at forae place of general ren* 
dezvous, were remotely heard about the 
mountains. Within the ftrange abode 
that feeitered me, all foon became pro- 
foundly quiet, fo much fo, that I be- 
gan to doubt whether the inhabitant 
of the cave had not himfclf been com- 
pelled to accompany them, or, thinking 
he might mitigate their ferocity, had vo- 
luntarily been of their party. My fcn- 
fetions were in the mean' time the moft 



/ 



^ 



142 THE SOLITARY WANt)ERER. 

uneafy and ipfupportable^ Nature was 
abtblutely exhaufted by fatigue and lofs 
ot blood, yet it was impoffiblc for me 
to take thie repofe even of a moment. 
Again I liftened, and then, impatient of 
the uncertainty and fufpcnfe, agam 
ventured to cr^ep on my hands and 
knees to tbe door ; and by attentively 
laying my ear to the vacancies in the 
reeds,- I thought myfelf fure that the 
matter of the habitation was no longer iji 
thatpiart of it where we had converfed; 
he was then, perhaps, retired to fome 
^ other part where he flept (for I had ob- 
ferved another paffage worked in the 
jock; and fecured by anothec^ door of 
reeds or canes); yet it feen^ed inconfiftent 
with his humane and manly bearing that 
be (hould leave me, after fuch an alarm, 
to pafs a fleeplefs night in uneafy con- 
jeQares. The longer this uncertainty 
cpatinued, the more 1 became perfuaded 
jhat for fome r^afon or other my friend 
had found it expedient to leave his her- 
mitage 



V 
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mitage with his late unwelcoipe vifitors; 
and in that conviction I ventured foftly 
to open the door which he had Qmt upon 
me. There was no other light than 
what the brightnefs of the night afforded, 
through a fort of circular opening above 
the dpor ; but in thefe regions, and at 
this feafon^ihe innumerable ftars, and a 
fky without a cl )ud or a vapour, afford 
fuch clear vifion, that I had no diffi- 
cuUy in immediately afluring myfelf my 
new found friend was not there. It was 
certain then that he was either gone 
with the Maroons, or had retired to 
fleep ; and it was very material to me to 
know to which of thefe circumftances 
his abTence vyas owing.. 1 ventured, 
thererore,'to try whether the door which 
1 faw at the end of the cavern would 
yieW to my efforts. The faRening was 
a fimple latch lifted by a firing, fuch as 
is frequent in cottages in remote parts 
of England. This door, which 1 fliut 
after me, did not, as I expefted, lead im- 
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tnedlately to another eTtcavation of th^ 
rock, byt opehed to a narrow paflage, 
juft wide enough for one per fan to thread 
it at a time'. I paSed a pa^ it loup along it 
for about thirty yards. It then fcemed 
to narrow ; but I i^as now in total 
darkncfe, and the hand atone of that 
arm I eouW trfer was my gtfide. I.cai£i€ 
at length to what appeared to be rock, 
and to bar my further progrefs. I was, 
after fome moments of unfuccefoful ex-- 
amination, abOut to returnvwhfcn on one 
fide, within a cavity, I felt that there 
were reeds fach as the louter doors were 
compofed of. This then probably led 
to the place! was fearching for. I found 
a ftring fuch as opened the other doors^ 
and, pulling it, entered a larger apart- 
ment than I had yet feen. The lights 
came from the roof, which was glazed 
like (ky-ligbts in England ; but the creep- 
ing plants and the high trees above it a 
tittle obfcured the window. I coulcTnot- 
withilanding difcern that on one fide of 

.3 ^^^ 
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the room lay on a tnattrefs a human 
figure* 1 took it for granted it was my 
friend, who, overcome with fatigue, had 
retired without thinking it neceflary to 
affure me of fafety, which, on the depar- 
ture of the Maroons, he might not fup- 
pofe I fhould doubt. Almoft afhamed 
therefore of having doubted, and un*- 
willing to intrude upon his repofe, I \yas 
about to withdraw as filently"as I had 
entered, when^I ftepped on fomething I 
knew not what, and I was afraid I might 
make a noife if I entangled myfelf 
among it. I {looped therefore to re- 
move it, and to mv aftonifhment found 
in my hand the fmall fatin flipper of a 
woman! 

** Almoft involuntarily I looked on the 
figure I had till then taken for my fleep- 
ing friend. The moon was now high 
enough to afford more light than had 
been lent by the ftars that preceded her ; 
and earneflly fixing my eyes on the face 
of the perfon extended before -me^ it 

Vol. II. H ^^^^^\ 



V 



146 THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

feemed — (gracious Heaven ! was I not 
Hill in a dream ?) — it feemed to be the 
face of Henrietta. — of niy own long- 
loved, loft Henrietta ! 

" I uttered an exclarhation of aftonifli- 
ment, and the uneafy (lumber of her I 
faw fled inftantly. Thofe eyes whofe 
every look was imprinted on my heart 
were unclofed with an expreffion of 
dread and amazement. They beheld; as 
Henrietta fuppofed, a ftranger, even 
whofe colour, as I bent my head over 
her, fhe could not by that light diftin* 
guifh. She uttered a faint fhriek ; and 
terror fo immediately poflefled her^ that 
fhe became incapable of hearing what I, 
kneeling on the ground bcQde her, at- 
tempted to utter. I knew it was Hen- 
rietta; but 1 was in too great confuGon 
of mind to be able to aflc, had fhe been | 
in a condition to reply, how (he came f 

there, or what had befallen her. I will f 

• f 

not attempt, therefore, to defcribe tj:ie ' 

fenfatiOns of that' moment,* or the in- t 

coherencyj 
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coherency of our firfl attempts to re- 
late to each other the hiftory of a pe- 
riod I trembled to inquire into, and 
believed Henrietta would never live 
to rdate; for, no fooner* was (he af- 
fured it was Denbigh who fpoke to lier, 
than.fhe appeared to be fo ov^erwhelmed 
by a variety of a{fli8ingv emotions, as 
to lofe the power, if not of utterance, of 
clearly exprefling her thoughts ; and (he 
continued to prefs my hand, and in a 
low and tremulous voice to implore me 
to forgive her. This fcene was inter- 
rupted by a noife fullcnly echoing along 
the narrow pafiTage that led to the out- 
ward cavern^ I felt a degree of fear 
which throughout my life I had never 
been fenfible of before. The Maroons, 
with whom I now fuppofed my hoft was 
an alTociate, were, I concluded, re- ' 
turned, and Henrietta was to be their 
viftim. Of my own life, which would 
have been undoubtedly the fird facri- 
fice, I thought not : nor do I claim any 

H 2 ^^^X^viX^ 
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applaufe on that account, either for for- 
titude or courage, Abforbed in one 
idea, the danger of the creature deareft 
to me on earth, my own prefervation, 
though it has been called the fiirft law of 
nature, was not even recolleQed; and 
whoever has fondly loved an amiable 
obje6l by whom he was beloved, will 
eafily underfland how little every other 
confideration influenced me. Having 
rapidly conceived the idea that the per- 
fons I dreaded were without, and that 
by oppofing them I might afford Hen- 
rietta the means of efcape, or at lead die 
without witneffing her fecond captivity 
and difgrace, I ran, more than half fran- 
tic, through the narrow pafs, and, un- 
armed and weakened as I was by my re- 
cent woundsi ruihed into the outward 
excavation, ^where I faw its inhabitant 
alone, having apparently juft lit his lamp ; 
and with a countenance of aftonifhment, 
he inquired where 1 had been, and why 
I was thus difordered ? 

X Amazed 
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** Ama:&ed and afliamed, for his quef- 
tions immediately reltored to me fome 
power of refleQiori) I faid fome inco- 
herent words — I hardly know what. * I 
underftand you,' faid he : • impatient at 
my abfence, you have fought me, and, in 
doing fo, have met another. Is it not 
fo?' 
N " * It is/ I replied ; * and that other — ' 

** * Is Henrietta/ interrupted he ; * is 
that Henrietta whom you love, ar^d have 
fe> ardently fought. I knew it from the 
moment you related to me your name 
and your fituation.' 

** I gafped for breath : the violent agi- 
tation of ray fpirits prevented my fpeak- 
ing. I dared not afk, * How came Hen* 
rietta here ? — What has (he fuffered?— 
In whofic power is flie now ?* 

** My hoft, however, entered at once 
into my meaning. * Be more calm,* faid 
he ; * I know all the terrors that poffefs 
you; for I alfo have loved, and have 
been wretched, more I truft than you 

H 3 ^N^\ 
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^ ever will be. You have unexpedledly 
found her whom you fought; but in a 
moment flie may be lorn from you for 
ever!— — You muft know, from what 
has juft paffed, that this place is not fe- 
cure. Do not, therefore, let us waQe 
the time in wondering or lamenting. 
Even while we fpeak, danger may be im- 
pending which would overwhelm us all.' 
He fpoke this in a low and flow mannerf 
liftened at intervals, and extinguiflied his 
' lamp. * Speak very low,' faid he, *or 
rather retire for th^ moment without 
fpeaking. Jl will go to Henrietta, and 
appeafe the fear flie muft be in.' He 
arofe, and left me in darknefs, while 
thofe doubts and fufpieions. returned 
which I had been a moment before 
afliamed of having felt: I dared not, 
however, move ; for not my life only, but 
that of a being infinitely dearer to me 
feemed tp be in the hands of him, into 
whofe power chance had fo Unaccount- 
ably thrown us both. What could he 

be? 
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be? By what ftrange chance or c,hoice 
did he live in fuch a place, where he 
muft either be in perpetual apprehen- 
fion from the revolted Negroes and in- * 
Airgent Maroons, or in league with 
them ? Surely, notwithftahding the mild 
candour of his appearance aitd his ap- 
parent humanity, this myfterious being 
mud be a criminal, who fliehers himfelf 
from J u (lice by means of the hoftile fa- 
vages among whom he d a ells! Hen- 
rietta ! her name Teemed familiar to 
him — He acknowledged that her ftory 
was known to him — He could have 
heard it only from herfelf — She mud 
then have been fome time with him ! — I 
relate thefe queflions with more preci- 
fion than I at that time made them. They 
paffed confufedly through my mind, and 
I now determined to interrupt the con- 
ference which the ftranger was holding 
with Henrietta — now trembled at my 
own" rafhnefs, and faid, I may dcftroy 
her by it; but if (he is already loft to , 
\ H 4 xcv^^ 



152 THE SOLITARY WANDEIIER. 

me, I cannot retrieve my owrt deftiny. 
It is fo impoiBble to convey to another 
the fenfations which at that moment agi- 

' tated my heart, that I will not attempt it. 
They were vague, tumultuous^ confufcd^ 
and painful beyond any that I had hi-' 
iherto experienced. 

** Breathlefs, undecided how to aft, 
and almoft doubting my lenfes, I Hftened, 
and, tremblings approached the entrance 
to the inward cavern. I fancied I heard 
the fobs and deep fighs of Hcnrieita* 
It was enough ; all my attempts at pru^- 
dence and patience were forgotten ; aA<i 
once more I penetrated the rcccfs, and 
faw, for there was now a lights the fup- 
pofed hermit kneeling bcfidc the mif- 
trefe of my hearty apparently cxpoftulat- 
ing with hen She fat on her mattrefii 
weeping, and, as it feemcd, expoftulat- 

'ing alfo. The noife I made, however, 
on entering, made them boih look to-r 
wards the door. The ftranger conti- 
nued to hold one hand, while Henrietta, 
" ~ * extend* 
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extending the other towards me, faintly 
uttered my name* Perhaps no human 
being was ever (haken by a more ex- 
traordinary variety of violent emotions 
than at that moment aflailed me. Hen. 
riettta, however, appeared to be agi* 
tated by other paffions than thofe with 
which I was diftrafled. Eagernefs to 
clear up a circumftance which (he faw I 
mifunderftood, fear of the confequences 
of my headlong impetuofity, and doubts^ 
of her own power of explanation, com- 
bined to deprive her of the little ftrength 
fhe had left* Perhaps fome recolleftion 
of the coolnefs there was on my part 
when we lad parted, might add to her 
uneaGnefs and embarraflment. * Den- 
bigh !'• faid (he in a faint voice, * Den- 
bigh ! I befeechyou to heur me, to hear 
this our good friend, who has been in 
the hands of Providence the rncan^ of 
faving me from the moft terrible evils, 
Denbigh, my bed, my firft friend ! help 
me to thank him. I am poor, even in 

H 5 t\\^.v>k%V 
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thanks I' By this time the hermit had 
arifen, and- faid ^ Henrietta ! if Mr. 
Denbigh will command himfelf and he^r 
reafon, I fliall be able to explain to his 
fatisfa6lion all that now appears extra- 
ordinary. If he will not — but I do not 
fuppofe it* — • — -I own, that almoftforthe 
dRrft time in my life I was over-awed by 
a confcioufnefs of fuperior reafon^and - 
reftitude. My breath was oppreffed ; 
my head became tonfufed, from the con- 
trariety of emotions that aflailed me. 

** My benevolent friend^ into whofe 
bofom I doubted whether I ought not to 
have plunged a poniard, took advantage 
of my indeciGon. * It is no time/ faid 
he, * now for explanation : youx life, 
and, what I have no doubt is dearer to 
vou, the life and honour of Henrietta, 
faved once almoft by miracle, depend 
on our inftant refolution. I dare not 
let either of you remain here two hours 
, longer. Let it not be faid, that a deli- 
cate woman can, in a cafe of neceffity, 

€xert 
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exert the virtues of fortitude and pa- 
tience, to which you, Denbigh, are un- 
equal : but 1 perfuade myfelf that you 
will, each for the fake of the other, for- 
get every thing but the ncceffity of 
prompt refolqlion and execution.' — 
* What Ttiuft I do?* cried Henrietta, 
making an effort to rife: * what is ihcre 
I will not try to do, when yqii my bene- 
factor direfl me ?' 

« < VVe miift haftert from hence,' faid 

the reclufe, *inftantly. I have now for 
three days baffled the fufpicions which 
I think I plainly perceive are enter- 
tained by the Matoons and their adher- 
ents, as to my having an inmate here. 
It was to obviate thofe fufpicions* that £ 
to-night accompanied them nearly to 
the foot of the mountains. They are 
gone on an expedition in which it is 
highly probable they may be fuccefsful. 
It is equally probable that, intoxicated 
with fpirits, and rendered carelefs of. 
every confideration by fuccefs, they may 

H 6 \^\.\i\vv^ 
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returiij and^ even if their doubts are ncH 
renewed, demand of me refrefliment and 
repofe. I can ^neither evade nor deny 
their requeft, and a difcovery muft in- 
evitably enfue/ 

" ' Let us go/ cried Henrietta^ exert- 
ing as it feemed all her flrength. * Let 
us not, I implore you, lofe a moment.* 
She arofe and approached me. ^Pen- 
high !' faid fhe, * is it really Denbigh I 
fee, or a phantom fent to mock my mi- 
fery ? Will you then abandon mc ?'— ^ 
* Never,* anfwered 1, * though I believe 
my felf every way the motl wretched of 
human beings!.— * Is this a time,* ex- 
claimed our hoft with fome degree of 
indignation, * to indulge lamentation, or 
torment onefelf with conjeftures? While 
you hefitale. Sir, we are loft ! I fay we ; 
b^caufe my own fafety is hazarded by 
the Ihare I have had in jrefquing this dear 
unhappy girl from the moft hideous evils^ 
Yet I name not that as a motive to haf- 
ten you, for I fet not my life at the 

value 
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value of a ftraw* I (eem again to be 
thrown among my fpecies, only to be 
convinced anew of their worthleffnefs/ 
— •* Well, Sir/ interrupted I, * what am 
I to do ? I no more wifh to wafte time 
in needlefs words than you do.* Hen- 
rietta was now wrapped in a fort of ca- 
pot, and prepared to go. Our hoft put 
away every veftige of any one having 
been with him in his hermitage ; lit a 
candle in a dark lantern; and having in- 
fitted on our fwallowing each a glafs of 
rum, he took Henrietta's arm within 
his, and, bidding her be of good courage, 
defired me to, follow him, and we left the 
hermitage. 

'* Inftead of taking the moft obvious 
of the narrow paths that led fifom it, h^ 
ftnick into one hardly perceptible^ which 
went almoft perpendicularly down the 
woody declivity, where the trunks of 
pimento and mahogany trees were not 
fo thick as their boughs were fhadowy 

and 
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and extenfive. We walked in profound . 
filence, each occafionaUyaffifting Hen- 
rietta, who could only Qowly make her 
wayalong fo fteep and rugged a path j 
I was near our conduQor, and plainly 
perceived that he was extremely -agi- 
tated, and could hardly conceal his ap- 
prehenfion;' when Henrietta fuddenly 
uttered a faipt fliriek, and clung to us 
both with every iniark of extreme terror. 
It was the fcintillation of the fire-flies that 
alarmed her,as they now glittered and were 
now loft among the trees; and though 
flie had feen them before, they feemed to 
her terrified imagination to be the lights of 
her j5urfuers. Our march was fatiguing 
and tedious. I faw Henrietta ready to 
fink; and though we between us rather 
carried than led her^I doubted whether it 
would be ppflible for her to proceed. 
Sometimes we were compelled to let her 
reft for fome moments, each of us fup- 
porting her; and each appeared to avoid 
ipeaking to the other, yet to be equally 

interefted 
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interefted in her fafety, and to attend 
with equal folicitude to her faintly whif- . 
pered anfwers to our anxious inquiries. . 
In one of thefe paufes we heard the 
Gombay fullenly and flow in fingle 
meafured ftrokes, and apparently not 
very far off. The moment was terrible ; 
our conduftor trembljngly urged us to 
haftett on, and fear again conquered the 
fenfe of fatigue in my unfortunate Hen- 
rietta. 

"I would have inquired whither our 
myfterious guide was conducing us? but 
as I had no power to change whatever 
refolution he had taken, I might have 
done barm, where to do good was be- 
yond my power. Again we refumed 
our march ; the way became ^ rather 
eafier ; and our friend endeavoured to 
raife the failing courage of poor .Hen«. 
rieita, by affuring her the greateft diffi- 
culty was conquered, and that w«e were 
not far from a place of fafety. 

'' Day, 
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"Day, however, broke in all itsTplen-* 
•dour, juft as we quitted the thickeft 

• ihade of the trees, and emerged into a 
▼alley, lovely as fabled paradife. Shad- 
docks, limes, and wild oranges, per- 
fumed the -air, and the yellow ftar-likc 
bloffoms of the graceful tamarind en- 
riched the fummits of its long flexible 
boughs. Wretchednefs like mine has 
no eye for^ beauty. I faw the Eden 
around me illuminated by the bright rays 
of morning only with dread, left the rapid 
ftream that hurried through this rccefs, 
and the wild fruits with which it abound- 

" ed, (hould have tempted thole to fre- 
quent it whom it mutl be death to us 
to meet. 

** But our conduQor feetned not to 
feel the fame apprehenfions. • It is now,* 
faid he, * that my fears abate ; the peo- 
ple we have reafon. to dread are proba- 
bly retired to their faftnefles in the ca* 
verns of the-foreft, and I truft we (hall 
. • efcape 
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efcape them. While we were yet among 
the woods 1 extremely apprehended 
meeting either parties of thcmi or finglc 
ftragglers filently creeping along thefe 
obfcure paths to reach their principal 
rendezvous in the mountains. Come 
then, my friends, within a mile is a place 
of fccurity/ Henrietta thus encou- 
raged renewed her exertions, and after 
walking another hour we approached A 
fmall neat hou&, fituated in the nirdit 
of a cotton plantation* Our candu£ior 
bade us wait a moment without; be re^ 
turned almoft immediately, ahd intro« 
ducecl us to a middle-aged decent-look- 
mg womaui who Teemed by her manner 
to be a dependent on our ilrange ac- 
quaintance. He recommended Hen- 
rietta to her immediate care i fbe was in* 
deed fo overcome by fatigue and fear, 
that (he could not much longer have 
fupported herfelf. She confented there- 
fore, at our joint entreaties, to withdraw. 
When fhe was gone, my yet namelefs 
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companion, whom I could hardly now 
confider otherwife than my fpiend, faid, 
* The gentlewoman of 'this houfe is the 
widow of one of my overfeers. She 
has fome obligations to me ; {he is grate- 
ful; and if the few negroes aboat her, are 
faithful, or, if they are otherwife, but can 
be kept in ignorance of Henrietta being 
* in the houfe, her perils, and I truft yours, 
will be at an end/ 

** This fpcech, by making me fuppofe 
the ftranger washimfelf a planter of the 
ifland, redoubled my aftonifhment at all 
J had obferved. He gueffed at my 
thoughts : * I fee,' faid he, * that I ex- 
cite your curiofity ; this is not a place 
nor a time to gratify it. It is neceflary 
for me to return as expeditioufly as I 
can to my hermitage: for you, repoTe, 
and fome attention to your wounds, are, I 
am perfuaded, flill mrore neceffary. But 
you will not, I imagine, thank me for my 
care,, if a pfbpofal to feparate you from 
Henrietta be annexed to it.* 

'^1 inter- 



TH£ STORY OF HENRIETTA. 163 

*' I interrupted him. * No, Sir, I will 
not quit the fpot where (he is, let the 
confequence be what it may. All the 
wretchedncfs we have fufFered has been 
owing to our reparation. Difgraced^ 
undone, as perhaps (he is, I will now 

ftay near her till My fate at leaft will 

foon be decided, after hers is known.' 
The recldfe then left me with art air of 
companion ; h<e faid he would give^ di- 
reQions for my accommodation, and that 
I fhould fee him again in a few days. 

*• The good woman of the houfe foon 
came to me herfelf, and brought with 
' her« furgeon who ufually attended her 
peopled He applied remedies to my 
wounds, which were by this time in a 
very uneafy ftate, though I had for the 
laft few hours been quite unconfcious of 
them. He recommended quiet j and I 
fufFered myfelf to be led to a fmall 
upper room, wTiere I confented to at^ 
tempt taking fome repofe, on the aCTur- 
ance that Henrietta was much reco- 
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vered, and, being convinced of her pre- 
fent fafety and of mine, that {he had 
fallen into a profound fleep. I now un- 
der flood that it would be" advifeable to 
conceal my being in the houfe from 
every one but an old mulatto vvoman^ 
on whom my hoftefs could depend, and 
who was to bring me food. I endea« 
voured then to calm my overwearied 
fpirits ; but it was impoffible. Every 
circumftance, from my firft encounter 
with the Maroons to my prefent Gtu* 
ationi appeared like the dream of a fe- 
vered imagination. If fatigue over* 
came the tumult of my fpirits, the re- 
(pite was only momentary* I ftarted 
from this tranfient forgetfulncfs, and my 
bewildered fenfcs awake only to Ccenes 
of horror, rcprefented Henrietta in new 
perils, and I was flying to refcue her or 
perifli in the attenvpt. Not, however, 
to play the egotift, and dwell too long 
on my own feelings and fufFerings, I 
ballen to the fortunate period when my 

friend 
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friend and prgteftor re-appeared. I had 
been perfuaded not to fee Henrietta, but 
not till I was fatisfied of her fafety by a 
note written in her own hand, in which 
file conjured me to follow implicitly the 
direftions of our hoft of the hermitage ; 
* who h^s,' faid (he, * been under Pro- 
vidence the means of faving your Hen- 
rietta fpom the mod deplorable evils, 
and who is ftill I am convinced occu- 
pied in fecuring our fafety.' 

" Henrietta did not then teH me that 
her fears of her father returned the mo- 
ment others of a yet more hideous de- 
fcription fubfided. From both the one 
and the other, however, (he was in a 
great degree relieved by the appearance 
of a ftrong military efcort fcom St. Jago 
de la Vega; the commanding of&cer of 
which prefented to each us of a few 
words written by our excellent friend, 
in which he informed us he had fent a 
carriage for our conveyance to the pro- 
teflion of the Governor, and fuch a 
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force as'would preclude the hazards that 
might otherwife have made our journey 
unfafe or uneafy.. Once more I mif- 
trufled my fenfes when I found myfelf 
feated by the fide 6f Henrietta. Yet in 
her ahered countenance and tremulous 
tones there was but too much evidence 
of the reality of her fufFerings ; and the 
cruel fears of the part that had fo dif- 
trafted me, now recurred in defpite of 
my reafon ; nor, whatever effort I made,, 
was I able to conceal from the objeft of 
them, the variety of apprelienfiohs that 
tormented me. But when Henrietta un* 
derftood me (he could only fay, * Den- 
bigh ! 4 have fuffered a great deal ; 
more *perhaps, yes, furely more, than 
even my folly and my miftruft of you 
deferved. But if I live, it will be to 
prove to you the fincerity of my repent- . 
ance : and Denbigh furely will not fup- 
pofe (he could wifh to live, if the per- 
fon of his poor Henrietta was beconie 
an ohjeft of abhorrence to him. Nor 

2 would 
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would (he have furvived even till now 
the difgrace v^diich might have befallen 
her/ Relieved by this dccl^iration, and 
fhocked to have given rife to fuch dp- 
preflive and diilrefling feelings as I faw. 
agitated the bofom of my beloved girl, 
I cpmnaanded myfelf during the reft of 
our journey, and we arrived in fafety at 
the feat of government. Henrietta was 
received into the houfe of a gentleman, 
to whofe wife our myfterious friend had 
recommended her; and one of my own 
former acquaintance waited our arrival, 
to condufil me to apartments he had pre- 
pared for me irihis own houfe. 

** My eagernefs for information could 
now no longer be reftrained. I found 
that one of Mr. Maynard's plantations 
had been deftroyed by the Maroons, (to 
whom he was jj^rticularly obnoxious,) 
joined' by fomc of his own runaway- 
negroes; that, urged to more than his 
ufual extravagance of paffion by this 
outrage, b^ had indulged his vindiftive 
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temper in great and unjuftifiable fevc- 
rkies towards the people upon all his 
eftatcs; fe verities which ferved only to 
irritate the minds even of thofe who had 
till then moft faithfully adhered to him. 
At length the infurreftion Suddenly 
fpread to the northern plantation/ whi* 
iher Mr. Maynard was returning to 
celebrate the Compulfatory marriage of 
his daughter. He heard what had Ijap- 
pened, fome miles before he approached 
it, and haftened to a fmall encampment 
of Britifli troops which had been {Ra- 
tioned at the foot of the mountains, wait- 
ing a reinforcement before they made a 
general attack on the ftrong holds of the 
enemy. Having prevailed on the com» 
manding officer of this detachment to 

• 

accompany him with his foldiers, they 
approached the plantation, where a fcene 
of devaftation and horror awaited them. 
The Maroons, who had not yet retired, 
met them undauntedly, and repulfed 
them v/ith confiderable lofs. Mr. May- 
nard 
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His intended fon-in-law waiting no 
longer fled bacfc- with the intelligeaee. 
The military, after confiderable lofs, re- 
turned to their camp ; and of the fate of 

• Henrietta as nothing was known cer- 
tainly, the moft terrible conjediure? were 
formed ; and fhe had beenreckonedamong 
the moft lamented viQims of this dlfaf- 
trous warfare, till intelligence had been 

' received of her being at the widow's 
houfe, and an cfcort demanded to con- 
duft hcp from thence in fafety. 

•' 1 found'that he who informed nit of 
thefe particulars knew no more. He 
was neither acquainted with the circum- 
ftances of Henrietta's danger, nor by 
whofe means fhe had efcaped it. And 
when I retieSed that (he muft have been 
two or three days in the power of the 
enraged and unreftrained favages, from 
whom the mountain reclufe had, I knew 
not how, refcued her, my horrible ap- 
prehenGons returned, and it was with 
difficulty I concealed ffom the friend 
Vol, II. I ' with 
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ivith whom I was converfing, the thougbts 
that fhook me with dread. 

** The following day, however, I re- 
ceived a note from my myfterious friend, 
defiring to fee me at a place he named 
not far from the town.^ * I cannot/ faid 
he in this ftibrt letter, *«iingle in fociety 
without fo much pain, that I know you 
will not hefitate to meet me h^e> unlefs 
the ftate of your health fhould make ii- 
inconvenient to you.* 1 was too defir- 
ous of feeing him to fuffer any perfonal 
confiderations to prevent me. I found 
the reclufe in *a fmall habitation near a 
pen, where the people appeared to treat 
him with great refpe£l. His afpe6l was 
calm and benign : I imagined that his 
looks were thofe of compaffion, and that 
he was confidering how to palliate the 
blow I (hould receive when the whole 
of poor Henrietta's difaftrous ilory 
fliould be known to me. Determined 
to attempt bearing my miferies like a 
man, I ftifled the anguifh of my heart, 

and 
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and endeavoured to oppofe with all my 
fortitude the efFe£l of the certainty of 
evils worfe even than death. I obferved 
a profound filence. ^ My, lingular ac- 
quaintance thus began : 

** * I have perceived, ever fince your 
interview with Henrietta, (which I 
wiQied, had it been poffible, to avert, till 
I could have prepared you for it,) that 
you have confidered me as a ftrange 
and equivocal being, whofe intentions 
in regard to you both were fufpicious. 
She knows nothing more of me than 
that I am h^r friend, and have fortu- 
nately proveji her deliverer from a fitu- 
ation of extreme peril. Had fhe been 
merely what I, when I firft faw her, be- 
lieved, an unhappy young woman, I 
fhould not with Icfs zeal have endea- 
voured to ferve and proteft her; but 
judge, Mr. Denbigh, of the additional 
pleafure I felt, when I found I had from 

fuchdillr^ffesas had environed Henrietta 

1 2 refcued 
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refcued my niece, and almoU tbe only 
relation I have in the world/ 

*^I expreffedaftonifhment and fatisfac- 
tion. My friend thus proceeded : 

^'* My hiftory isftrange. To theyoung, 
to the unexperienced, it will appear 
alnioft incredible. I will briefty re- 
late its beckufe,.thoueh I have fubdued 
the firft and moft acute feelings that 
once accompanied retrofpeftion, I am 
not yet enough mafter of myfelf to enter 
without pain into the. hiftory of my 
hopes, my difappointments, and the 
errors that were the confequence of hav- 
ing too much indulged the pne, and of 
being too eafily depreffed by the other. 

*' * Though I was a younger brother, I 
inherited a fortune that many elder bro- 
thers might have coveted. I was, like 
other children of fortune from the colo- 
nies, fent to 'England for what is called 
education, at fo early an age that I re- 
colleft little of my childhood ^ except 

that,; 
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thatyfrom my having two young ne- 
groes to wait on my caprices, and to en- 
ad my horfes, my dogs> or any thing 
elfe I required, to indulge my indo- 
lence, and fubmit to my ill-humour^ I 
really inja^ined myfelf to be a creature 
of a fuperior order, whom it was the . 
bufin^fs of all other creatures to vene- 
rate and to obey. My reception at 
the merchant's to whom I \vas (with my 
elder brother, fundry hogflieads of fu^ar, 
bags of cotton, and planks of maho- 
gany) configned, was fuch as made me 
fufp'e£l I was not a perfon of fuch iin- 
jnenfe importance in th^ great city of 
X.qndon, as I, had ^acied ipyfelf on the 
pla^^atio^s of my father in Jamaica. I 
was equipped *it^l EngliQi hgibiUments ; 
9 ^\\v^ which I ^bought 2^ very pitiful one , 
put into my pocket, and forthvvith dif- 
patcbed with my brother, under the care 
of, one of my guardian's ^ferks, to Har- 
row School. As I C0UI4 hardly read 
JEpglifh, it w^s utterly in[ipoflible I cowV^ 

1 ^ V.'^\^x 
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learh the rudiments of Latin; as T could 
not write my own name, it was ft ill 
more impoffible that I could execute the 
tafks, fimple-a's they were, that were af- 
figned to me. ^ But as my father was. a 
rich Jamaicsi planter, there was no doubt 
of my bills being paid, however extra- 
vagant.; and my deficiencies were there- 
fore overlooked, while I was thruft on 
from form to form ; fometimes flogged, 
and fometimes paying other boys to do 
my tafk, and fave me from flogging* 
Out of fchool, my life was far enough 
from being pleafant. My elder brother, 
-who was heir to a fortune thrice as 
large as that which in right of my mo- 
ther (whofe name I was to take,) was, oil 
coming of age, to belong to me, had 
been ufed to cxercife the caprices of a 
very bad temper on half a dozen Afri*. 
can boys and girls. He now found nd 
one willing to ftibmit to any whini 
which he chofe to entertain: but, if he 
was impertinent he was ridiculed, and if 
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he was infolent he was beat. Nay, fa 
far was he from being able to command, 
that he was compelled to obey ; and, 
from being a tyrant, found himfelf re- 
duced to be himfelf a flave: for, by dint 
of thumps and blows from boys fomuch 
bigger than himfelf that refiftance would 
have been in vain, he, who had from his 
^arliefl: recolledion beenfo triumphantly 
mafter of every one about him, was now 
under the hard neccffity of becomidg 
Ihag, fag, fkip, or whatever the boys in 
the higher forms chofe to infift upon* 
This, however bad it was for him, was 
a great deal worfe for me ; for, in pro- 
portion as his chagrin increafed, To did 
his defire to revenge himfelf upon fome- 
body elfe ; and unhappily uo other perfon 
was difpofed to bear it, and certainly 
not one was compelled to bear it, but 
me. On me therefore fell the weight of 
his difpleafure; and as he was a great 
deal bigger, and three years older than 
I was, laflure you my perfonal fuffer- 
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ings were liot inconfiderable. At length * 
my frequent black eyes, bruifes which 
prevented my wrjting or even going into 
fchool, and violent bleeding at the nofc, 
jcxcited inquiry ; and aa I had no in- 
clination to difguife the truth, arid other 
boys were willing enough to tell it, for 
they all detefted my brother, I was ai 
the recommendation of the mafter re- 
moved to another fchool ; but to this 
circumftance (for we are^the creatures 
of accident) 1 perhaps 6we that abhor* 
rencc of tyranny an-d injufticc which I 
have invanably felt through t^ reft of 
my liffe. 

" My condition was ameliorated by my 
removal, and no longer fearing for my 
life,! began to find that I had ^fmli dl 
leaft that I had feelings and afFe^lions 
worthy of afpiring to rank above the 
ferocious animals to whoh) I had hitherto 
been fubjefted. I was a tall lad of al- 
moft eighteen, and had been about four 
years at a private fchool, when orders 

came 
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came from my father to fencj me to 
Cambridge. Thither tberefor^Q I 5^pnt, 
extremely to rny own fatisfaQion> yet 
biit little to my clafEcar improvemept ; 
for the difadvantages under which I bacj 
begun to learn, always adhered to me ir^ 

. fome degree, and ipipeded my progrefs. 
J^y brother was at Oxford ;/ but that wq 
might never meet, and our enmity or 
rather his ty ran nny Jbe renewed, I did 
not go at the vaca^tion to my guarfjian^s, 
but was received at his defire by a filler 
of his, a widow of moderate fortune, 
who, befides a fon, who was one of my 
friends at Cambridge, had three daugh- 
ters. . The arrangement was natural 
enough, circujnftanced as I was, but on 
their parts it was pqi altogether without 
defign. 

" The three young ladies were all 
pretty. The youngeft, who was not above 
fifteen, J thought eminently beautiful* 
Simple, and foft in her manners, very 

^ fair, very blooming; well made, though 
* 1 5 ^w:^^ 
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not tail; with fine flaxen hair waving 
luxuriantly over hier face ; beautiful 
teeth, and lips of coral : thefe were 
charms more than enough to fafcinate 
fueh a boy as I was, who had my head 
full of romance, and a heart which: 
found itfelf difpofed to love any human 
creature who would invite its conEdencdL 
and return its aflFe8ion. As my pecu- 
niary value was well underftood, I met 
with no difcouragement; but after my 
affeftions were not only fuppofed to be 
irrevocably, but really were madly fixed 
on Mifs Fanny, I was told by her mama, 
that our acquaintance muft be fufpended 
tiM my father was .written to, and his 
confent obtained to our union. I was 
not of an age or of a difpofition to hear 
reafon, had reafon been prefented to 
me. I knew that on my majority, to 
which I wanted hardly three years, I 
Ihould be independent, and poflefs ian 
ample fortue, and already I determined 
to be free. It was not difficult for me 
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to obtain prefent money, as my profpeQs 
of fortune were generally known. I 
had no great difficulty in prevailing on 
my lovely Fanny to elope with me. We 
were, married at Gretna Green, and 
returned to her mother, where I had 
not much doubt of the pardon that 
awaked us. 

** The year of our union was undoubt- 
edly the happieft of my life. I had a 
fon born within that time, whom I con* 
fidered with a degree of infantine fond- 
nefs ; and before the intelligence of my 
marriage could reach Jamaica, my fa- 
ther died : fo that I not only efcaped 
any remonftrance, but found myfelf en- 
titled to a very confiderable addition to 
my fortune. We refided at one of the 
pleafanteft villages in the neighbourhood 
of London. Fanny, though perfuaded 
by her mother that (he was unable from 
her extreme yoij.th a.nd delicacy to fuckle 
her infant, waS yet a mod tender and 
attentive mother^ and pafled ^Imoft a)l 

,16 V^x 
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her time in the nurfery, where her care^ 
and pleafures were increafed by the 
birth of a daughter. My felicity was 
too p£rfc6t to laft. 

•« One of my wife's/fifters was about 
this time married to a very opulent mer- 
chant in the city* Succefsful com'?- 
raerce had long fince fet hira %bove the 
nccefOty of refiding near the fpot where 
it was carried on, and his bride became 
the miftrefs of a moft fplendid houfe in 
one of the fafliionable ftreets near St» 
James'^s. The mother, a very vain andt 
weak woman, whole moderate circum«* 
ftances had hitherto reftrained her ex- 
pences, now indulged herfelf in every 
kind of diOipation, and encouraged it in 
her daughters. It was not therefore 
furprifing that the infedion reached my 
wife, who was yet hardly eighteen, and 
that before fuch examples the foberer 
habits of domeftic life gave way. She 
was often invited to ftay feveral nights 
together in town, either with her mother 

or 
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or her After, that fte mig]it enjoy thiq 
amiifements of London, which till now 
fee had hardly ever been prefent at: 
they had therefore a\l the fafcination of 
novelty; and Fanny foon difcovered, 
thit the village* where we refided, and 
where her greateft fatisfaftjon had hi- 
therto been found in her children and 
her gardepi was terribly inconvenient^ 
dull, and even vulgar, fince no perfons 
of fafhion ever lived fo near London*. 
Her mother fupported her in her at- 
tempts to perfnade me to quit it, ancj 
to take a very elegant houfe, which hap- 
pened at that period to be vacant near 
St, James's. They reprefented to me, 
tTiat with my fortj^ne the world would 
jefleft upon me if I did not live as othejr " 
people did in a certain ftyle : arid the 
elder lady, forgetting how lately ftie had 
rejoiced at fo well difpofing of a young 
woman whofe beauty was her only por- 
tion, told me, with fotae afperity, that 
her daughter was not to b^ confidered a3 
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one who was to be a mere domeilic ani- 
mal ; that (he was calculated to (hine in 
the genteelejl circles j and it was a matter 
pf furprife to all my friends, but ftill 
more to hers, that I had never appeared 
to feel the pride which muft furely be 
mine> when fo fine a creature as my 
Fanny could be exhibited as my wife. 
' •* When firft this ftyle of talking was 
adopted, it was in hints and innuendoes. 
T[*he good lady my mother-in-law rather 
talked at me than to me ; and the reft 
of the family conveyed their fentiments 
ftill more in the mezza voce. By de- 
grees, however, as I appeared deter- 
mined not to underftand them, they 
fpoke plainer, and returned fo unremit- 
tingly to the charge, that my patience, if 
not my refolulion, began to he (haken. 
Yet I could have refifted all thefe im- 
portunities had I not feen the cruel effed 
the pernicious doQrines they enforced 
had on my wife; that cheerfulnefs and 
even infantine gaiety which ufed to 

charm 
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charm me, efpecially v^hen I faw her 
playfulnefs and fpirit dedicated to 4hc 
health and amufement of my childrenj 
was now quite loft, and inftead of it I 
was repulfed By filence, fullennefs, and 
tears. Accuftomed to domeftic tife at 
a period when moft young men yield tb 
the wildeft exceffes, I felt the whole 
fyftera of rational happmefs finking for 
ever, I faw my] lovely little ones neg- 
leCled, and their mother eftranged from 
them and from me. I might certainly 
have continued Xo live where I did, and 
have compelled my wife to remain with 
me ; but I could not recall that genuine 
and unadulterated tafte fbr the duties of 
a wife and a mother, which had fo bar- 
baroufly been deftroyed by thofe who 
ought to have honoured and cherifhed 
it. I feared I muft thenceforth be mi- 
ferable myfelf: but Ixould not deter- 
mine to fee my Fanny avowedly fo, 
when (he had been taught to think, how- 
ever falfely> that it was in my power to 
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make her biappy. ^Th^rc was befides a 
hope thatj fatiated with whs^t fhe no^ 
fuppofed pleafures, and finding the* 
empty adulation of a crowd but a poor 
fubftitute for th? cgnfcioufnefs of doipg 
rights for^tbe delights of maternal love, 
and the affeflion of a hufband who 
adored her, flielwould foon return dif- 
gufted by the fallacy of her new purfuit, 
and be reftored to herfelf ai)d to me. 

" I confented therefore, alas ! with 
what foreboding reluiftance, to the pla^i 
fo affiduoufly recommended. Mvy family 
removed to a fplendid houfe in one of 
the mofl falhionable ftreets in the moft 
fafhionable part of London. My fer- 
vants wdre more, numerous, more fu- 
perbly clad, and more expenfively fup- 
ported and paid. L had three carriages, 
inftead of a coach and garden chair, iii 
which I ufed to drive my wife about in 
the green and pleafant lanes around our 
former refidence; and my hbufe, moft 
magnificently fiirniflied, un^cr the im»- 

mediate 
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mediate direflion of my mdther-jn-Iaw^ 
\kias foon fo con ftantly. filled with com- 
pany, that I wasgio longer at home in it ; 
and had it not been that I had inQfted 
oji having one of the^bcft bed-.chamb0r3 
converted into a nurfery, and refervied 
one of the back parlours for a library, 
I fliouH not have bad a room in it 
where I could have fouod even the 
fliadow of the pleafurQ apd the repof? 
I had loft. My wife was ipevcr at 
home unkfs on, thofe days wljien (h? 
faw company, or had dining partie^i at 
1li^hich I was expe6ted to fit; at; th;^ bo^F 
torn of the t^ble^ to eatertain men v^ith 
whom I had no feelings pr fentim^nts in 
common^ Officers^ of the gyatd?* with 
an infinity of van.ity and vice, but a 
•plentiful lack of witj' fine feathered 
and belmeted heroes of the cavalry, (ir> 
which department of the army ray wife 
had a broiherj who, out of the mere 
routine of their profeffion, had fewer 
ideas than I had ever t>eiieved any of 
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God's creatures could be furniflied with; 
and men of yet another defcription, 
members of parliament, who had ob- 
tained feats, every body wondered how, 
for purpofes that nobody could bt igno- 
rant of — their aflbciates, whofe whole 
fortunes confided in their birth, their 
falhionable manners, and their Ikill at 
play. A, confide rable number of very 
beautiful women were of thefe aflem- 
blies. Fanny had very early drfcovered 
that her face and form might fearlefsly 
challenge every comparifon, and (helip* 
peared to ' delight in colle6ting around 
her thofe who, when (he was not pre*- 
fent, were looked upon as the firft in 
beauty and elegance. 

*^ I now never met her but fatig^ied 
with the vigils of the preceding night, or 
in hade left (he fliould mifs fome de-> 
lightful party on that which was ap- 
proaching. Our meals, our chamber, 
were no longer in common. Her mq- 
ther, her fitters, or her brother, who was 
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fo good, uninvited by me, whenever he 
was in London, to make my houfe his 
home, were, one or other oF them, al- 
ways with her, even at thofe hours that 
^he moft diflipated give to domeftic fo- 
ciety. I attempted to check all this by 
perfuafibn. I was not "liftened to. I 
reprefented hbw inadequate my fortune, 
affluent as it was, muft prove to fuch a 
fcale of expence as our prefent efta- 
blilhment was extended to. I was re- 
proached with parfimony. I befought 
the mother of this young and thought- 
lefs viftim of vanity to confider to what 
flie was dooming her innocent grand- 
children ; but fhe was fo weak, that my 
remonftrances produced anger and re- 
fentment inftead of conviftion and re- 
form. The wild career of folly was 
continued,. till the arrival of fummer ex- 
changed the fcene on which it was afted ^ 
and the flill patient and enduring huf- 
band was only the firft of her foite, with 
whom * the beautiful Mrs. Maynard' 
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appeared at a fummer refort, where 
-health is the pretence for coUeaing 
numbers who continue with very little 
variation the fame life they, have led in 
London during the winter. 

** It may appeair ftrange that a man of 
my then age, for you recoUeA how ' 
young I married, finge which fcarce 
four years had paned, fbould not have 
been drawn into the vortex, while h^ 
tried to fnatcjh from it^ his murdered 
happinefs; But (p cruelly had^ the fatal 
change in my fife's tamper and many 
ners lacerated my heart, that 1 felt a de- 
jgree of s^bhorrtnce toward every on^ 
yhp. had contributed to it ; and tJiough 
I fometioies conftrained myfelf to ap- 
pear at my table with calmnefs, my re- 
folution carried me no farther j wlyle I 
hay (f naore than onc^ accidentajUy caught 
frqm the inen Vith whom that table was 
furroi^ndecj^ half aad bye words uttered 
to each other, w^iich \ doubted not.werp 
terras .of ridicule/ I Y'a^?:reprefent,ed as 

tworoCe^ 
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morofe, covetous, jfealous, and weank; 
and I perceived that, more and more 
eftranged fi^atn her duty and from mfc, • 
my wife confidered me rather as her ^ 
jailor than her hufband. My fifter, the 
faitie whom vdu knew, and to whom 
Henrietta owes her education, at that 
time returned from the Continent, where* , 
her health and her inclination often in- 
duced her to refide for two or three 
years. She was a woman of fenfe and 
fpirit, and could not imagine how it 
y^as that I pofTeffed fo little of either, as 
to fubmit to the difcreditable if not dif- 
honourable conduft of a woman, who 
was fhe thought bound to fhew me both ^ 
gratitude and affeSion* She undeWook 
to talk to her; but the efFeft of her re-' 
monftrance was as I forefaw it would 
be. My wife heard her with impatience, 
and anfwered her with afperity. The 
confequence was,' that my fifter re- 
nounced me and my houfe for ever; 
and I was thus deprived of the only 



V 
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friend I had left, to whom I could fpeak 
of the mifery of my heart. ^ Had I not 
ftill loved my unhappy Fanny, and had 
not my children been mod dear to me, I 
could have thrown her off for ever, 
though I believed her perfonal fidelity 
was yet without a ftain. But whenever 
I thought of feparating the mother from 
the children^ though (he feemed to have 
forgotten fhe was their mother, I trem- 
bled left I fhould be deftroying for ever 
the fabric of happinefs with which I had 
fo delighted my tyes and flattered my 
imagination, and which I fondly hoped 
was yet to be repaired. For a little 
whilelonger, therefore, I refitted the (harp 
reproaches and exhortations of my fifter; 
who, though (he no longer faw^ often 
wrote to me, I checked the natural im- 
petuofity of my temper, which, however 
patient it may hitherto have appeared 
to you, is by no means unlike that dif- 
pofttion uCually and with juftice attri- 
buted to Weft Indians ; and I tried once 

more 



THE STORY OT HENRIETTA. I91 

more what efFedt the friendly yet forcible 
remonftrance of the father and the huf- 
band would have on a heart which, 
beating in fo lovely a bofom, I could 
not, I would not, yet believe was be- 
came callous to the facred claims of na« 
ture towarde my infants, and of tender- 
nefs and gratitulie towards their father. 

" It is ufelefs now to conje^ure 
whether the repetition of this experi- 
ment would have fucceeded ; for juft at 
that time an event took place which 
confiderably changed thd ground on 
which it was made. The hufband of 
that fifterof my wifc^s, fince whoCe ap- . 
parently affluent marriage my fcheme of 
felicity had been deftroyed, fuddenly 
became infolvent. The fuperftruflure 
of his dazzling fortune, raifed on a frail 
and faithlefs foundation, funk at once. 
To avoid prolixity, fuffiee it to fay, that 
his fchemes, which perhaps only himfelf 
underllood, were calculated eitherto raife 
him to princely proTperity, or plunge 
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him into the loweft abyfs of ruin ; while 
his giddy thoughtlefs wife, wha never 
dreamed that fhe was fporting over a 
fmooth and glittering furface, which a 
breath txiight diflbl ve beneath* her, was 
fo fudd^nly ftrack with the xruel re- 
verfe, that {he fell into a ftate of mind 
more deplorable than even phrenfy itfelf, 
lyithin a few days her hufband was in 
prifon ; and her ehildreh, whom (he had 
fent at a. very early age to fchool, that 
Ihemight avoid the trbuble of faking care 
of them at home, were conduQed by the 
refpfeftive matters and governeffes Back 
to a houfe of which tH^ Sheriff's offi- 
cers wfere now in poffefljon ; and whidi 
all the fervants had forfaken, each tak- 
ing the firft thing of value they could 
appropriate, as the only* chance they 
had of obtaining any remuneration for 
their fervices. In this terrible exigence 
it was to me that the unhappy family 
turned their eyes for fuccour. My wife, 
in all the anguifti of repentance, hum-j^ 

bled 
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bled herfelf at my feet. Her mother 
who had lately been fupported in afflu- 
ence very much above her former con- 
dition of life by her now undone fon-in- 
law, funk, like other feeble minds, under^ 
this fliock to her vanity and ambition ; 
while the unhappy man himfelf con- 
jured me from his prifon to (heker his 
unhappy children, and to vifit though he 
could not afk me to relieve him. 

'* Even the bittereft enemy fupplicat- 
ing for mercy can difarm a generous 
mind of every defire of vengeance. 
The unfortunate people who thus threw 
themfelves on my compaflion, I had 
long been accuftomed to confider as 
thofe who had occaGoned all my unliap- 
pinefs ; but I now faw ithem rendered 
wretched themfelves by the conduft 
that had occafioned my wretchednefs ; 
they had been even more their own 
ejiemics than mine. I filently forgave 
their ei;rors> and aftively engaged in the 
bufinefs of relieving their misfortunes. 

Vol. II. K ^^^- 
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Notwithllanding the expences which my 
wife's late condudt had brought upon 
me, my fortune had rather increafed than 
diminifhed ; for, though I had for fome 
3rears lived beyond my income, the mo- 
ney thus funk had been very lately more 
than replaced by the legady of a bro- 
ther of my mother, who, dying in this 
ifland, where he had conceived an un- 
conquerable averfion from my elder bro- 
ther, left me not only an eftate as largd 
as that I before pofleffed, but a con- 
fiderable fum of money in the Englifh 
funds, with plate, jewels, and other per- 
fonals to a great amount. I thought 
therefore I could, \fithout injury to my 
two children, engage in an undertaking . 
which I believed would not only be in 
itfelf meritorious, but, by reftoring me 
to the afFeSion of my ftill adored 
Fanny, be the means of giving ilie back 
the bappinefs I had loft. I need not 
enter into the particulars of my pro- 
ceedings for this purpofe. In about 

two 
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two months Mr. Halwyn wa§ releafed 
From his confinement. A compofition 
was made with his creditors. He was 
permitted, as I was become his guaran- 
tee, to piirfue thofe branches of com- 
merce in which he had ventured too far^ 
but which might now by perfeverance 
repiy the hazard and even the lofs he 
had incurred. 1 inherited from my un- 
de an houfe and well-conditioned eftate 
in Dorfetfhire. Tliither I now pro- 
poled to retire with my family, as well as 
that 1 had taken under my proteftion. 
There was ample room for both, and the 
mother and fifter of my wife, the latter of 
whom was now in a date that might be 
called a flow convalefcence from melan- 
choly madn^fs, the hufbahd of that 
fifter, and her children, were afrerabled. 
Though this increafe of my eftablilhment 
defttoyed all my hopes of donieftic tran- 
quillity which I had fondly flattered myi 
felf I fhould regain, if my wife could re- 
folve to live forme and her children, and 
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ojice mpre tafte the fimple delights of na- 
ture, I fubmitted without a murmur to 
poftponea plan of lifeftill dear to my,ima- 
gination, believing it was only poftponed; 
and that when the affairs of her brother- 
in-law were fettled, which, my purfe 
and my time were inceffantly occupied 
to complete — his family being re-efta- 
blidied in their home, my friendfliip 
towards them would fo operate on my 
wifej that I (liould have nothing to wifli 
in my own. 

^^ There was a great number of gen* 
tlemens' families in the neighbourhood, 
parti^cularly of Weft Indians, wfio of 
courfe thought fuch an acceffion to 
their fociety fhould be afliduoully cul- 
tivated ; but my wife, who now appeared 
to have no pleafure but mine, left it 
wholly to me either to encourage or de-* 
cJijijC their advances. I candidly told them, 
mypurpafe wa^ tolive very much retired, 
but yet not wholly to avoid an inter- 
courfe of occafional civility. Mrs. Hal- 

wvn 
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"wyn was the only one of the family who, 
when thefe parties affembled at tny 
hoiife, never appeared. Mortified pride 
is oftener than is generally believed the 
fource of mental derangement ; and as 
no human being had ever been more 
oftentatioudy elevated with her fuuation 
during the fhort courfe of her pt^ofperity; 
fo none had ever felt fnore poignantly 
the reverfe in^fortune. Her vain and. 
weak mind could not bear the fuperiorjty 
of that man who had refcucd her and her 
family from deftruflion 5 and I believe, 
in the morbid malignity of her fpirit, 
fhe hated me more for my kindnefs than 
(he would have ^one had I left them all 
to their deftiny. Confined, however, to 
her own apartments, I feldom fawher; 
her hufband too was now very frequently 
abfent on his affairs, of which I received 
fronnr time to time the moft fluttering 
accounts; and as to the old lady my mo-, 
ther-in-law, fhe had in a great degree 
regained her fpirits. She was once mote 

K 3 ^QiNX- 



igi . THE SOLITARY. WANDERER. 

» 

confidered as a perfon of confequence ; 
her advice was. alked, her opinions at- 
tended to, and (he not unfrequently en- 
joyed the delights of a rubber or a 
pool with fome other dowagers of the- 
neighbourhoods and the reftor of ihq, 
parifli. My whole hqufehold therefore 
^ere apparently content through the 
winter months, which I had feared would 
prove rather a feyere trfal to thofe who 
had fo lately lived among the moft-dif-- 
fjpatcd fcenes of the metropolis. My 
wife, if not gay, was tranquil, and the 
gratitude flie feemed to feel for what I 
bad done for her family, had I hoped 
and believed awakened all her' former 
afFeftion. A calamity, however, of an-r 
qther defcription than thofe I had hi- 
therto fuffered under overtook me." My 
lovely little girl, now in her feventh 
year, became ill of a fever. She reco- 
vered froin the acute difeafe, but fell 
into a decline. I hurried with her and 
her .mother to the Weft of England ; 

and 
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and from thence to thofe parts of Wales, 
celebrated for the reftoration of con- 
furapdve patients; but my anxiety, my 
endeavours, my fleeplefs nights and days 
of ftiflicd agony— ^all were vain. My 
little angel expired in my arms ; and de« 
telling my exiftence after a misfortune 
which I believed it impoffible to furvive, 
I felt as if whoever did not lament her 
as I did injured me. Her mother was 
affected, but I thought not afFeded 
enough by an incident which deftroyed 
,the moft fl-atiering objeft of thole vifions 
of future delight which I had ftill in- 
duTged. Mrs. Maynard did certainly^ 
however, appear deeply^dejefled ; and 
when we returned together to my Dor-^ 
fetihire houfe, her mother, who had re- 
mained there, pretended to dread the 
confequences of her forrow, reproached 
me for encouraging itj and hefitated not 
to fay, that, inftead of fuffering heV to 
dwell on this ufelefs regret, and deftroy 
herfelf for the lofs bf/wcA a child (that I 

K 4 rettvevja.* 
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remembered was her expreffion), I 
ought to promote her going into com- 
pany, and ufe every means that my for- 
tune put in my power to recover the 
fpirits and preferve the l)eauty of my 
wife; a fubjeft on which the old lady 
always dwelt with particular compla- 
cemry. I affefled not to underftand, 
though I could not be ignorant what 
this meant. It was to pave the way 
for a propofal of going to Bath, for 
which the autumnal feafoh was now ap- 
proaching. I determined to be mifer- 
able at home; and the good lady, who 
could not yet difpenfe with, though flie 
could forget my fervices, was obliged to 
fubmit. 

'« Juft at this point of time Mr. Hal- 
wyn returned in great fpirits from a 
long refidence in London and other 
places where his bufinefs lay. He had 
recovered, he told us, very capital 
fums of money, which he had confidered 
as defperate. His affignees were con- 
vinced 
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vinced that, by th^ir giving him a little 
more time, he {hould not only be able to 
pay to all his creditors the utmoft of their 
demands, but be reftored to an high 
degree of affluence. I was glad of. his 
good fortune, but my heart ftill fuffer- 
ing the pain of paternal regret, was in-, 
capable of any pleafure, and I liltened 
(though attentively) coldly to the minute 
account he feemed fond of giving me of 
the various means by which his affairs 
were to be retrieved. His other audi- 
tors were lefs torpid; and the elderly 
lady in particular was never weary of, 
hearing the praifes of his brother— a^ 
young man whom he had taken into a 
fhare of his bulinefs in the height of his^ 
profperous fortune, and who, on the firfl^ 
apprehenfion of its decline^had gpnetor 
America, to Lifbon,. Barcelona^ and^ 
afterwards to France, in hopes of faving; 
the houfe by colleQing: many of its 
debts before its diftreffes were knpwjkr 
The aSivity and fpirit^ tHe kpojwJkdge. 
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and perfeveranGe of this young adven- 
turer were the theme of Mr* Halwyn's 
panegyric; yet from time to time he art- 
fully introduced his obligations to me, 

f 

without whofe generous afGftance, he 
faid, all his brother's exertions and his 
own would have been fruitlefs. This 
young m^n^was foon to go again to the 
Continent, to put th^ finiOiing hand to 
arrangements fo fortunately begun. I 
found it wa3 expeQed of me to invite 
him down on a vifit to^his brother, by 
whofe account any one would have 
imagined that he equalled at lead * the 
admirable Crichton.' I was ill difpofed 
for ^ny additional fociety ; but, unwil- 
ling to appear unaccbmmodating and 
rtiorofe, and not to do every thing where 
1 had done fo much, the invitation was^ 
given, and ' my accomplifhed vifitor ar- 
rived. , 

" tlis perfon was undoubtedly a very 
fine ene; *his manners fuch as evinced 
Iwii/^'intich an aftive mind may acquire 

by 
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by vifiting different countries. The 
elder brother, w 1 1 gr ai afFeQation of 
knowledge arid tafte>/Was, it was eafy to 
fee, a mere mercantile- fpecuiator; but 
Mr. Frederic Halwyn had fo much of the 
man of fafhion, that it was hard to con- 
ceive he had been brought up amid the 
dull routine of a compting-houfe. He 
feemed to be deeply impreffed with a 
fenfe of the obligations his brother owed 

• to rrre; while to. the ladies of the family, 
his politenefs, the eafy gaiety of his con- 
verfaiion^ could not fail to recommend 
him. He was occaGonally with us for 
about fix weeks. At the end of that time 
I confented to accompany hi'm and his 

^ brother to London fur the purpofe of 
farther fettling the affairs of the latter, 
who was now able to repay fome part of 
the advance I had made for him ; and; 
that I might complete the good work I 
had begun, 1 met the parties who ex- 
pe£led my receipt for this money, (about 
four thoufand pounds,) prepared with a 

K6 deed 
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deed by which I prefented.this fum to 
the wife and children of my creditor, on 
condition of its being fettled to them ; 
and I gave him at the fame time a full 
difcharge for the reft. I will not repeat 
the acknowledgments made by Mr. 
Halwyn, nor the praifes I received from 
_ the pi^rfons interefted who were prefent. 
It was not to obtain thofe eulogiums I 
had aQed. I'obferved fomething fin- 
gular, however, in the manner of Fre- ' 
deric Halwyn ; who, contrary to his 
ufual manner, was confufed and difcon- 
certed, and haftened from the place of 
meeting before the bufinefs was entirely ^ 
finiflied, on pretence of an engagement 
with a military friend, who was on the 
point of embarking for India. I had 
fome affairs relative to my Jamaica pro- . 
perty to fettle, which kept me three days 
in town. I then fet out for Dorfetfliire, 
and was fenfible of the only fatisfaCtion 
I had felt fince I loft my daughter, when 
I anticipated the pleafure my wife would 
' 2 feel 
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feel in hearing what I had done for her 
fitted and her fifter's children. I had 
made the journey on horfeback, at- 
tended by one fervant. It was late in 
the evening when I approached my 
houfe, which was fituated on high 
ground, and I looked for the lights, 
which, as it was now the month of July, 
were alnioft always to be feen from the 
bow window of a mufic room, where my 
Fanny ufually palfed the evenings; but 
no light appeared either there or froni 
atiy other part of the houfe. As my re- 
turn was expefled, though I haji not 
named the exadt day, I was rather fur- 
prifed that my wife fhould be out, which, 
however, I concluded, was the cafe, and 
I knew it was not always eafy for her to 
refift the importunity of her mother 
when {he was bent on a rubber. It was 
no fmall part of the fatisfaflion in which 
I indulged myfelf, to think, that in con- 
fequence of the arrangements to which 
I had fo largely contributed, I Ihould 
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become mafter of my own houfe, which 
I never felt myfelf to be while this lady 
made it her refidence. I was now at the 
gate which openeji into the court-yard 
•of my houfe. A man was ftanding there 
\\'ho I foon faw was an oM coachman^ 
who had lired v/ith me ever fince I vnar- 
ried. I fpoke eagerly .to him : *^^Well, 
Hugh, how js your millrefs? ^how is 
every body at home ?" The man open- 
ed the gate in filence. I repeated my 
queftion: '* Is your lady well? — is flie 
at home?''—*-' My lady— Sir— " faid 
he, '' is— I — -thought. Sir — My lady— •''^ 
I was ffruck with aftonifhment and ter- 
ror, aad throwing myfelf off my horfe, 
I demanded impatiently what was the 
matter, and where was my wife?." My 
miftrefs, Sir, is gone from home, has 
been gone thefe two days/* — " Gone!" 
exclaimed L; ** how -gone? what is it 
you mean?** 

*^ My dear mafter,'' faid the poor fel-- 
low, ** I waited here to fee you before 

' 3 yo^ 
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you went into the houfe. My lady has 
left it, not meaning, I fear, to return/* 
^\ Not return ? — And her mother--is 
fhe with her?" — *' The old lady went 
yefterday^ Sir, faying flie could not bear 
to fee your honour after what had hap- 
pened," 

** 1 found n)yfelf become giddy, and 
leaning on my fervant, endeavoured to 
^ recover recolleflion and fortitude: but 
the one deftroyed the other. ** My 
fon!" cried I, **my boy! where is he?'* 
— ** Within, Sir, with his 4utor," was 
the anfwer. " And my wife is gone, 
you fay, not to return! 1 do not under- 
ftand what it means! — Gone ! for what 
purpofe ? — with whom gone ?'* 

" All, Sir4** faid the honeft man, *' it 
is not for fervants to give their opinion 
on fuch matters. It is not for us to fee 
more than our betters like we (hould ; 
but iiideed the^je is hardly one of us who 
did not guefs at the fame perfon as being 
he who has enticed my lady. It is no 
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fudden thing I fear, though to be fure 
nobody dared to think of fuch a no- 
tion." 

** What is it you mean, Hugh ? Tell 
me plainly and at once.*' 

** Why, then, Sir, it is that Mr. Fre- 
deric Halwyn my lady has gone off 
with. Come, dearSir, let me lead you 
into the houfe. God forgive us, that any 
body alive could be fo ungrateful ! Sir. 
—Sir — recover yourfelf — Let' me call 
the tutor, and my young. matter. The 
fight of him will be a comfort to you.*' 

"-Stir not on your life," cried I, ** to 
call any one. Go round, and open the 
door of the library, next the garden. 
Bring me candles thither, and let me 
not fee any other fervant. As for my 
poor boy 1 *' 

** Mv voice failed me; and the wor-^ 
thy-bearted fellow, trembling, entreated: 
me to let him (lay to help me into the 
houfe; but r fiercely bade him obey me ; 
and haftened, with hurried fteps, and im 

a ftatc 
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aftatct)f mind I cannot now think of 
without terror, to my library, where I 
threw myfclf into a chair breathleO and 
almoft fenfelefs. Hugh followed me 
with a candle, and two letters which he 
put on the table in filence. 1 thought I 
heard the voice of my fon. I ftafted 
up, bade the man leave me, and locked 
the door. 

^ " Who.can defcribe chaoS,*or analyfe 
the mingled emotions of a foul agonized' 
like mine? My mind feemed to have 
been at once brutalized. It was not 
blood, but vitriol and fire that I thought 
circulated in my veins. I could at that' 
moment have committed any aft of de- 
fperation on myfelf^ bn my innocent' 
child, or even the firft being that came in 
my way; but no weapon was at hand, 
for Hugh, in his honeft zeal, had thro^frn 
my fword( which hung near the chimney) 
out of the window before I entered the 
room ; and the piftols over the fire-place 
were not charged. I kriovf not whether, 
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if I had been in ray dreflingroom, the 
razor or the knife with .which I cut mv 
nails, would not have ferved for the in- 
ftruments of vetigeance againft myfelf. 

^* I groaned aloud; I flirieked; I 
threw m/felf on the floor, and beat n^ 
head againft it, till the blood gufhed 
from my nofe, and, half ftunned, I lay 
breathlefs, and with dimjnifhed fenfation. 
Thejrewa^ a noife without: it wa^ like 
perfons whifperij^g. I arofe^ with a 
confufed idea that I ought to facrifice 
the firft perfon who dared to intrude 
upon me. A voice which I knew to be 
that of Mr. Warley, ray boy's tutor, 
tlien Untreated me to open the door. All 
this while I had grafped in ray con- 
vulfed hands the two letters; one of 
which I knew was from my wife, and 
one from her mother. * Sir/ faid the 
voice which now addreffed me, * let me 
beg of you to open the door. It is your 
fon, who, by me, implores you/ — • My 
fon!" cried I, "my fon !— I have no 

-^ fon! 



THi; STORY OF HENRIElTTA* 21% 

fon!-r- Leave. me all of ybu, or what I 
fhall do may.be dreadful, Mr. Warley, 
take cafe of "your own fafety." Tfie 
whifpering'was then renewed for a niQ- 
mem, while I placed myfelf near the door, 
determined to revenge the intrufion on 
the firft perfon who dared to enter. But 
the lock wa^ fuddenly forced; and my 
fteward, affifted by Mr.VVarley and all my 
. men fervants, made mejalmoll inftantly 
their prifoner. What followed was all rav- 
ing and phrenfy. I was, in truth, ina con- 
dition of mind that made the coercion 
now ufed abfolutely neceffary, to pre- 
vent my doing fome injury to others or 
myfelf. A medical friend, for, whom I 
bad' a great eQeem, direfted thefe pro- 
ceedings, and his was the firft voice to 
which I could be prevailed upon to lif- 
ten. Yet his arguments I ftiould have 
rejected with abhorrence and contempt, 
had they been like, thofe which are ge- 
nerally ufed by the confolers of the un- 
happy. He preached none of that cold- 
blooded 
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blooded opfimifm, to which the iiypo- 
ci*ites who recommend it to others know 
their own hearts refufe to accede. On 
the contrary, he allowed that my mis- 
fortune was the greateft and moft in- 
fupportabie tTiat a manly fpirit could bei 
called upon to endiire. Yet he bade 
me look at the calamities under which 
every one groaned more or lefs j not to 
confble myfelf by comparing my cafe 
with that of others, but that I might 
learn to fubmit to the common lot of 
humanity, in which evil does moft un- 
doubtedly predominate, from the cradle 
to the grave. ^ Half the miferies we 
endure,' faid he/ * we owe to our wild 
fchemes of happinefs, our romantic ideas 
oFperfeQion. You married the woman 
whofe fidelity and ingratitude now de- 
prive you of your reafon, at a time of 
life when, if you had thought any other 
qualification buf thofe of perfon necef- 
fary, you were no judge whether they 
cxifted or no.' Eminent beauty in yet 

early 
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early youth ; with mild manners and ap- 
parent good nature, at a time when flic 
was the idol of a mother who never con- 
tradifted her; a few trifling acquire- 
inents which neither improved her heart 
nor her underftanding ; all this you faw 
flie poflefled : and -certainly few men of 
your age would have thought of inquir- 
ing for more. I believe, my friend, it 
is a nielaneholy trufh, that women have 
no charadler at all ; and what is called 
their education gives none: it only helps 
to obliterate any diftinguiftiing traits of 
original difpofition which here and there 
may rife by chance into higher ftyles of 
charaQer. We fet out with faying that 
women mujl do fo and fo, and think fo 
and fo, as their'grandmothei; and mo- 
thers thought before them. If any of 
them venture even to look as if they 
had any will of their own, or fuppofed 
themfelves capable of reafoning^ how 
immediately are they marked as fome- 
thing monftrous, abfurd, and out of 
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the courfe of nature ! while the moft 
infipid moppet that ever looked . in a 
glafs is preferred to one of thofe reSifon- 
ing damfels^ efpecialiy by empty and fu- 
perficial young mert ; who, fuch as the 
majority of them are, two-thirds of the 
younger women, defire only to pleafe. 
What then are we to expeft from wo- 
men, who, flattered into angels in their 
youth, forget that age will come ; and 
jGcknefs, perhaps, even fooner than time 
blafl: the perfeftions on which all their 
vanity is founded ? With this incenfe, 
my friend, your unhappy wife had been 
fed, till it became impoffible for her to 
live without it. Your tendernefs and 
affeQion were not enough for her, when 
you ceafed to tell her {he was more 
than human. As long as (he was fuf- 
fered, as during your gay life in London, 
to hear it from fiye hundred fools every 
year, flie was in fbme degree content;' 
but, reduced by a refidence in the coun 
try to dwindle into a mere mortal wo- 
man. 



THE STORY OF HENRIETTA. 215 

ina|), a mother and a wife, (he hungered 
and thirfted for the delegable and high- 
feaf^ed admiration, by \vtiich alone flic 
had contrived to keep herfelf in good 
humour with herf9lf ; and the firR man 
flie faw whofe tafte knd etegance quali- 
fied him in her opinion to gratify her 
vanity, eafily taught her to forget her 
honour, her hufband, and her children. 
And will jow, my friend, give up your 
reafon, and abandon your child, and 
your friends for Juch a woman ? ShaEe 
off this unmanly, this degrading weak- 
nefs. Shew her that you csln live with- 
out her; and do not, -I befeech you, for- 
get your duties, becaufc (he nevw un- 
derftood hers. * As to the wretch who 
has repaid your unexampled friendflirp 
with the blacked ingratitude, I am con- 
vinced he will give you no opportunity 
perfonally punifliing him. The lady, 
you fee, fays(, in her letter, that as nei- 
ther of them can ever behold you more, 
they have taken fuch means of conceal- 



2l6 THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

ment as will make it impoffible for yoii 
ever to meet them. Tear her then from 
your heart for even The ftruggle will 
be dreadful, bat furely infinitely prefer- 
able to the long lingering mifery of con- 
tending with infulted affeclion; of being 
confidered as the poor- fpirited dupe of 

* 

fuch a woman/ I liftened to the argu- 
ments of my friend with the attention his 
underftanding as well as his regard for 
me deferved. I learned to blufh for the 
weaknefslhad fhewn, and refumed, at 
leaft apparently, a degree of tranquillity; 
but my heart was irrecoverably wound- 
ed. My temper was changed; I had 
no longer pleafure in any of my former . 
purfuits, I Ihunned fociety, and (hut 
myfelf for 'whole weeks, and even 
months, among my books. Even the 
education of my poor boy, which I ufed 
to fuperintend myfelf,. and which had - 
once been my firft gratification, I how 
had no courage to attend to. ^For 
what>' f^^d I^ « am I teaching him the * 

elegancies 
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elegancies of literature and the refine-, 
ments of art ? To quicken his fenfi^ 
bility, to inflame his paflions, tofet high 
his tafte for perfection, all perhaps to 
prepare for him the fad certainty of fuf- 
fering fuch as mine ; all, that he may be 
more completely and fyftematically 
wretched. Sometimes, though I doted 
on my fon, I was unable to ftay with 
him, and wandered about from place to 
place where I was not ^ known, or hid 
myfelf among the crowds of London," 
as the place where I might with the leaft 
interruption indulge the anguifh which 
time itfelf feemed incapable of healing. 
Meanwhile, however, I took the means 
my lawyers prefcribed to me, to obtain 
a divorce. The fir ft fteps towards it 
were attended with confiderable diffi* 
culties, for the unhappy woman and her 
paramour were abroad; where, after 
eighteen or twenty pionrhs, he had left 
her, promiifing however to return, and 
had gone to America, on one of thofe 
Vol, ll. L commer- 



/ 
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' 'coinm^rcial fpeculations in which he was 
ftil) engaged, Mrs. Frederic Halwyn, 
for fte had taken the name of her feducer, 
had then, (as thofe my lawyers employed 
to inquire, informed us) ftruggledforfome 
time with the inconveniences of narrow 
circum(lahces^ and a doubtful charafter 
ij> a foreign country, ftill expefling the 
return qf her lover, till neqeflity com^ 
* pelled her to throw herfelf on the com-^ 
'paffion of her mother, who very reluc*, 
tantly received her, though to the folly 
of that weak and wprihlef? woman the 
errors of h^r daughter mayjuftly be im- 
puted. The lawyers now proceeded to 
obtain a divorce for me, which, as it 
met witfe no oppofition^ was decided 
about two years and a half after our firft 
reparation; and as I had taken Fanny 
without any fortune, (he was reduced to 
a very deftitut^e ftate, and became wholly 
dependent on her mother and her fitter. 
This I never intended j and as foon ag 
the neceflary forms could be gone 

^' , through^ 
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through, I prefented to Mifs Frances 
Berringtori^ for»(he was now to bear 
, her maiden name, a thoufand pounds 
for her immediate occafions, and a fenle- 
ment of four hundred a year during her 
life. She wrote to thank me; but I 
would not open ^jer letter : fhe irfi-* 
ploredmeto fee her only for five mi- 
nuteSjin prefcnceof any perfonsi would 
name; but worlds would not have 
bribed me at that time to have heard the 
found of her fyren voice, or to have look- 
«ed once at that countenance fo long the 
book of fate to me ; and fearful left (he 
fliould attempt to procure an interview 
by ftratagem^ I fet out with my fon and 
his tutor on a journey to Scotland, not 
with any hope of forgetting my wretch- 
cdnefs, yet determined for his fake, who 
was now in his eleventh year, to efndure 
itmorelike^ man than I had*hitherto 
done. 

"On him, for he was all I had left in 
tlie world, my attention became more 

L % vA 
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and more fixecL I ftudied inceiTantly 
how to fecure for his future life that 
happinefs which was for ever to be de- 
Died to my own. His perfon had even 
more beauty than is to be wilhed for in a 
boy: he was theexaO: image of his mother, 
and his temper was likely I feared to 
rcfetoble her^. He had the fame inde- 
cifion, the fame facility of being go- 
• yerned by, any one whojhould acquire an 
" afcendancy over him, and, I feared, 
yrould have all her faults of perfonal 
vanity ; and with fuch a fortune as he 
would, poffefs, I dreaded the confe- 
quences of this difpofitioji. . After a 
long debate I could not determine to 
fend him? to a public fchool.; yet I be- 
,gan to fee that the wandering and unfet- 
tled life I led, was, notwithftanding his 
tutor was a very attentive and proper 
perfon, inimical to that perfevering ap- 
plication to which I knew fuch a difpo- 
fition ought to be habituated. Juft 
as thefe difficulties prelfed the mod for** 

cibly 
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cibly on my mind, I was at Buxton* 
where, on my way from the north, I 
ftopped to pafs a fortnight'. There I 
became acquainted with a family of the 
name of Hamilton. It eonfifted of a 
father and three daughters, af wliich the 
eldeft was about feven-and-twenty, Jihe 
next younger by many years, and the 
third yet a child. Mf. Hamilton, who 
was one of the iiiany branches of th6 
noble family of that name, was a fcholar, 
and had feen a great deal of the wwld^ 
having refided many years abroad in a 
puT^lic capacity. His converfatioil wan 
particularly agreeable to me; for, though 
he had acquired rather too much of th^ 
formality that i^ attached ta' the d^lo- 
matic cbarafler; his knowledge was ex* 
tenfive, and his mind well cultivated^ 
^hile I cotild not but admire the man* 
ner in which he lived with his family^ 
and their afFedion for him. The eldeft, 
who was an accompliflied woman, pof* 
feffed all his confidence, and he oft<ia 

L 3 xOA 



92a THE SOLITAHy VTAJJDEKER. 

told me, that her judgment was always 
hU guide in cafes where he doubted his 
own. Her underftanding did indeed 
appear to be of a » fuperiof , rank, and 
feer management of her father's family, 
as welt as her attention to the education 
of her younger fillers, though it was 
done without parade, feemed fo mucli 
HjfhdXii ought to be, that no one who 
obferved it could fail to be ^prejudiced 
in her favour. Her perfon was not flarik- 
ingly handfon^e ; but it was far from 
beuig difagreeable. Her/ace was rather 
agreeable than beautiful ; but her large 
dark eyes gave it a charafier of intelli- 
gence, which accorded with the tinder^ 
ft;g(nding fhe feemed to poffefs. Ever to 
love again ;as I had loved was jm|k)ffible i 
but I infenfibly found re^fons for pro- 
longing jny ftay at Buxton, and began 
to coriiidiBt Mifs Hamilton as one- who 
might again attaiCh me tp a home» and 
b^ the beft - coadjukor I could find in 
the ^education pf my fon, I ftudied her 
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earefully, and, I thougbt, with impar- 
tial eyes, .Alt ta whom I (poke of 
her were unanimous in' her praife, and 
the fondnefs (he exprefled for my boy 
would have made a lefs ekgant woman 
agreeable in^ my eyes. My ftory, and 
the deep ang4iiih which ftill preyed on' 
fiiy heart when I thought (and I could 
not ceafe to think) of his mother, were 
Veil known- to Mr, Hamilton, and< T 
knew his daughter had heard it from* 
fiim. But fhe feemed to feel for me a 
degree of pity which foothed my imagi- 
nation. I liked her more and more; 
and at length, after an acquaintante of 
about two months, 1 offered myfelf, and 
was accepted. Two months more inter- 
vened before the fettlements and other 
neceflary preparations were ready, and 
during all that time I found, in the ap- 
parent temper, manners, and conduS of 
Mifs Hamilton, every reafon to be fatif- 
fied with the choice I had made. Since 
the fatal day when the cruel flight of my 
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unhappy Fanny had rendered my houfc 
in Dorfetfliire odious to me, I never had 
acquired the courage to make it my 
abode, and now it was' not witTiout a 
very painful effort that L determined 
to carry thither her -fucceffor. But, 
confcious of my own weaknefs, and to 
remove as much as was poffible obje£ls 
that tnight nourifh it, I had many alter- 
ations made in the houfe, and entirely 
new furnifhed it, as if in compliment to ' 
its future miflrefs. Thither it was her 
wifli to go in the fpring which fucceeded 
our marriage; and I re-vifited with an*- 
other than Fanny a place where her 
image more than at any other refidence 
was perpetually prefent to me, while the 
very great and increafing refeiDblance 
her fon bore to her, gave me, in defpite 
.of reafon, fenfatious of fuch mingled 
pleafure and anguifh as I fliould vainly 
attempt to defcribe. 

" I had, however, a great efteem and . 
even affeftion for my now wife. She 

?.cc\uiued 
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acquitted herfelf of every duty fhe had 
undertaken, with an eJcaQitude which left 
me nothing in reafon to wifli. Yet I 
was, after eighteen or twehty months had 
clapfed, infenfibly fatigued by a fort of 
minute attendon to ecbnomyy which I 
thought often took up tim^e that might have 
been much more rationally and indeed 
ufefuHy employed. Inftead of cuhii-» 
vating talents for literature and conver-* 
fation, Which I had fancied were of tb^ 
firft rate, fhe fat whole mornings with a 
pen in her hand reckoning the pence 
and even halfpence that had been ex- 
pended during the week ; and in the 
houfehold affairs, as well as in all thai 
related to her perfonal expences and 
thdfe of my fon, there was a fuperfluous 
and teafing attention ta trifles, that J 
fometimes found exceffively tirefom^— » 
and I knew it wa^ wholly unneceffaryr 
immediately on her arrival at the Dor^ 
fetihire Houfe all the old fervants had 
been difcharged, without even excepting, 

L 5 \sci 
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ftiy f aithFul Hugh> who (he being now an 
old main^) I penfipned as well' as one or 
two others, and they ftill lived in the 
villages near us, of which they -were na- 
tives. My wife foon took occaGon tq 
forWd their ever coming to the boufej 
and- when I ventured gently to remon- 
firate, (he told me, that after the difor- 
'ders that had occurred in my family 
while thefc people lived with me, {he was 
aftoniihed how 1 could wi(h to encou- 
rage jthem about me i but, as (he (hould 
conduft.my houfe in a very different 
manner flie hoped, in every refpeH, from 
that in which it was then managed, I 
muft permit her to infill on Jceeping all 
fuch perfons at a diftance. Yet it was 
firom thefe people that, by means of her 
favourite maid, fiie contrived to gather 
anecdotes of the paft, whi<:h (he trea- 
fured up in her mind; and fometimes 
when iver good humour, which I foon 
found was nojt invincible, forfook her, 
fine brought them^ forward in .the way of 
3 coixtrSft- 
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contrafting her conduft with that of her 
predeceffor, with a dcgrfee of malignity 
which affeCled me more than I wiflied; 
to let appear ; for I hoped tha^domeftic 
tranquillity might yet be mine^ though V 
felt myftlf every day more and- more 
bopele fs of happineft. 

** The attention of my wife to my ht^ 
loved boy had never^ after her mar-- 
riage, been what I had flattered myfelf 
it wouW be. I knew ho.w much a wo- - 
rftan of fenfe and fpirit can contribute to * • 
forming the mind and manners of a- 
young man ; but if I hinted ^t my wiflics^ 
that fhe would admit him to be with her- 
whenever hU tutor or his exercifeleft 
him unoccupied, ihe refented it by iri^- 
lknating that I had marrted her only to * 
make her a governed, and that no com-- 
pany wa& fo irkfome as- that of a great* 
rude boy, who ought to be at- fchooU^ 
My poor Francisf however, was not* 
rade ; his- temper was too mild, toafa*.- 

cije, atid bis turn father for bdoks and • 

I>6 dtv^\w^ . 
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drawing than for the volatility and noify 
tboughtleffnefs of his age. But Mrs. 
George Denbigh was greatly changed in 
her opinion of hin(i fince her marriage; 
and this eftrangement became more vi- 
fible, when, in the third year of our 
marriage, (he bore a daughter. From 
that period fhe feemed to confider my 
fon as an ufurper, who would have too 
great a (hare of the fortune fhe wiflie.d 
wholly to monopolize for this and other 
children ihe fuppofed it likely (he ftiould 
have ; and, artful as (he was, (he found 
it impoflSble to difguife her real fenti- 
ments. My home, whether in London 
or the country, now became every hour 
more and more uneafy to me. My fon, 
,who was the objefl: deareft to my heart, 
would^bon I forefs^w be driven, with his 
tutor, who was an excellent man, to Tome 
lefs unpleafant re{idence : yet I could not 
bear' to part with him ; and partly by 
authority and partly by making it her 
own intereft, I prevented for another 

twelve- 
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twelvemontK the increafe towards m- 
fon of conduft that was become intole- 
rable to me. Frank was then fifteen, 
^very tall of his age j yet the beauty of 
his face, and the (lendernefs of his form, 
prevented him from affuming a manly 
appearance ; but hjs fpirit was high, can-r 
did, and generous, and his attachment 
to me, his tender folicitude to prevent 
my every wifh, and his total exemption 
from all vice, made him fo inexpreffibly. 
dear to me, that^ though he was qualified 
for the Univerfity, and it had been my 
intention to fend him thither, I could 
not but with extreme rcluSance; and , 
though Mr. Warley was to accompany 
him, determine' Tor the. firft time to 
feparate myfelf from him. ~ / 
. *^ It was this increafing attachment to 
merit whichjnalice itfelf could not deny, 
and the expence wliich Mrs. George 
Denbigh forefaw^ would attend fending 
him to Oxford, that embittered her fpi- 
tit againft us both, I concealed it from 
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Frank as much as I could» and forlHdt 
parpofe went out more than I had ever 
been accuftomed to do^ and took hinx.^ 
with me, Thisi howeVer, only made 
matters worfe*on toy return, and I was 
reproached with having not even natu- 
ral afFeflion for my daughter, now above 
two years old* The mildeft and moft- 
forbearing temper cannot endure be- 
yond a certain point; and it moft unfor- 
tunately happened, that at this period I- 
returned with Frank and bis tutor from» 
an excorfiorr; of a fortnight, an4< found 
my wife in a very ill humour.. 'Her< 
little girl had takren the meafles in my^ 
abfence ; and though her life was in %io 
danger, a humour had lalien into her 
eyes, which her mfother thought w:a^ 
Hkely, f6r ever to disfigure her. I ex^ 
preffcd, what I really felt, Jincere con* 
cetn at this circumftance ; when^ itiftead • 
d fuch an anfwer; as ttiight have been 
cxpe^ed, my wife bade me not aflFeft- 

Htfbai fbe knew 1 did notfeel. 'My child/ 

faidi 
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faid (he Ibarply, * never poffefled your 
aflTeSions ; At is beauty only that engages 
your hearty although it has brought 
upon you nothing but fhame and dif- 
grace!* My fon, aftonifted at the man'* 
ner in which this was fpoken, an4 feeing; 
how greatly I was (hocked, mildly en- 
treated her to explain 'herfelf; when (he 
had the unfeminine inhumanity to tell 
him to feek it in the difgraceful hiftory 
of his mother, now a common proAi- 
tute in the ftreets bf London ! 

^* From my poor boy the real circun^-^ 
(lances that related to his mother had 
been carefully concealed. He imagined 
that (he had left me inconfequenceof fo^le 
flight difagreement relative to the affair 
of her fitter's huflband^, and that^ having: 
been feite4 with a fever in Lopdon^ (he 
had there died before our reconciliation, 
which had occafioned the deep melancholy 
I had in the fucceeding years fallen into; 
This (lory, imprefled for fix years on his 
mind^ was never doubted^ when the veil 
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was thus rudely torn off that had fo 
carefully conceSiled from him the dif- 
graceful reality, more (Jifgraceful indeed 
than I was myfelf aware of: for I had 
now for many years abftained from in- 
quiring after that unhappy woman, whofe 
annuity my fteward regularly paid every 
quarter. - 

*' Francis, with an expreffion t (hajl 
never forget, turned towards me. His 
fpeaking eyes demanded an inftant ex* 
planation. I feared he would- have 
fallen at my feet ; and clafping hinji in 
my arms, I bade him bear like a man an 
infult which (hould never be repeated ; 
then, unable wholly to refrain from ex- 
preffing the indignation I felt, I fpoke 
to Mrs. Denbigh with more paffionate 
feverity than ever 1 bad ufed towards 
her before; and haftened with my fon 
from a fcenc of provocation to which I 
determined at that moment never again 
to expofe him, whatever iny now hate- 
ful bonds might bind me to endure. I 

imme- 
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immediately ordered my po(l-chaife,and 
with my fon, his tutor^ and our own fer- 
yants, fet out for London; giving my 
boy no time to hear the truth which at 
that moment I had not refolution to tell 
him. At the firft pod town, however, 
another chaife was ordered for Mr.War^ 
ley ; and then, my poor Francis and 
I travelled together, and I related to 
him the cruel mifconduQ: of his mother; 
and faw, though I palliated rather than 
exaggerated every circumftance, that 
while he heard me in profound filence, 
^very word I uttered funk with fatal 
force into his heart. 

'' ' And does fhe ft,ill live, Sirp' faid 
he in a tremulous voice, ' Does my mo- 
ther— (Oh, God! how fliall I afk it?)^ 
does my mother ftill live, and live in in., 
famy— ^in proftitution ?' 

" What a queftion from a fon to a 
father!— from fuch a fon to a father 
feeling as I felt J I endeavouired to re- 
affure him, however; I told him, I 
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hoped and believed that affertion ori- 
ginated only f n the malice of Mrs. Den^ 
Wgh ; for that I trufted, a« his unhappy 
mother had a fufficrent income, neceffity 
toald not, fo mere couftitutipnal vice 
would not, indu;ce her to defcend to this 
laft Wretched degradation ; and that her 
annuity continued to be paid to the&me 
perfoh who had, from the firft year of 
my^ divorcing her. aFways received if. 

*• Francb forbore to a& any fartfccr 
queftions, and our journey was made 
in^ melancholy filence. I tried, but jun» 
fuccefefuUy, tofpeak on any other topic r 
the mind of my poor boy Teemed wholly 
abforbed by refle&ions on what he had 
heard; aoid when we arrived at the 
houfe I inhabited in town, 1 beheld hira 
with undefcribable anguifh. His coun- 
tenance had loft its bloom, his tyts were 
heavy and funk-; he feemed half uncon^ 
fcious whatever I faid to him ; he ate 
nothing; and, as his chamber was adjoin- 
ing to mine, I heard but too plainly, 

though 
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though I forbore to notice it, that he did 
not fleep daring the whole of the fuc- 
cecding night, I arofe, however, be-* 
fore him ; and concealing none of my 
fears or their fources from Mr, Warley^ 
I confuhed with him on what it was beft 
to do ; for, from n^ knowledge of the 
temper and difpofition of my fon^ I 
forefaw the moft fatal confequ^nces from 
the wound jits fenfibility had thus re« 
ceived. Warley imagined, with proba- 
bility enough, that th^ impreifiofi bow<^' 
ever deep would eafily be erafed from m 
young mind, to Which afmoft every ob- 

r 

jed beyond the paternal roof was new^ 
He advifed me to throw him as mucb, 
as I cottld into fcenes of innocent gaiety 
and diffipation for a feV- Aveeks, but 
never without eilbier one or other of us^ 
his father or ^is tutor> accompanying, 
him. I had many atquaintancein toYftty 
(for a man df fortune can always com<^ 
mand acquaintance,) at whofe houfes he. 
would fee variety of chara^rs. The- 
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public amufements he had feldom vi- 
fited ; and I concluded with Mr. War- 
ley, that we fliould concjuer in a fhort 
time the depreflion he now fuffered 
under; and afterwards, as the Eafter 
term would begin, he was to go to 
Chriftchurch, of which college L had en*- 
tered him a gentleman commoner fome 
months before. 

• «* In purfuancc of this plan, I afiFe£led 
an eafe of mind which I was very far 
from feeling,, I endeavoured to appear to 
Frank as if having been long accuftomed 
to our mutual misfortune ; I had taught 
royfelf to confider it, without fufFering 
more th^n I fiiould have done had I 
known his mother had been dead ; yet 
heaven is my witnefs with how much 
more anguito I always tho\ight of her, 
iHiworthy as fhe had proved herfelf, 
than if I had known fhe no longer in- 
habited this world! But I dared not, 
while I perfevered in this plan^ flatter 

myfelf it was fuccefsful. My fon went 

"where 
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vherever I told him amufement was 
to be found, and whither I feemed to 
wifti he fhould go ; but nothing appeared 
to amufe him, or tp have any power to 
detach him from the fad fubje^ which 
occupied his thoughts, corroded his 
heart, and I thought was vifibly under- ^ 
mining his health. 

" After ve had been about three 
weeks in » London, during which time 
Mrs. Denbigh never deigned to make 
in writing any apology for the conduft 
that had driven me from the country, it 
happened that I dined with a party of 
gentlemen, where, as I knew the con,- 
verfation would turn wholly on politics 
and on party difputes, which at that pe- 
riod ran very high, I thought my fon 
would find rather fatigue than amufement; 
it was fettled therefore that he Ihould 
dine at home with his tutor, and after- 
wards go to a new play in which a cele- 
brated aftrefs performed her part fo ad- 
mirably, that during the three or four 

tv\^<.% 
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flights It had been performed, the houfe 
had been greatly crowded. I promifed 
to meet them there ; but it was-late be- 
fore we arofe from table, and ftill later 
before ipy friends would fuffer me to 
go. At length I reached the theatre ; 
but th^ play was over^ and even half the 
entertainment paffed. I went into an 
upper box, and furveyed tlie houfe; but 
1 could not perceive thofe of whom I 
was in fearch. 1 croffed to the other fide, 
but ftill could* not perceive them; and I 
concluded, as it had often happened be- 
fore, that my young man, fatisfied with 
the play> had returned home before the 
afterpiece began. It was now clofed, 
and I was making my Way out with the 
crowd, when every body was ftopped in 
the lobby by a number of perfons aflem- 
bled round iwo men who were quarrel- 
ling, and, as it was underftood, infiftirig 
on fighting about fome women of the 
town. The tumult becanie (6 great 
that the fentinels were called^ and I faw 
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Hicks and bayonets brandifhed about, 
and heard the oaths of the men and the 
fhrieks of the Wjomen, with a degree of 
difguft that urged me. to haften from' 
this fcenis of vice and noife ; when preff* 
ing ne^r the difputing parties to reach 
the door, I heard-^Oh, memory \ thou 
wert but too faithful! — I was ftruck'by 
the tone of a voice which, though feven 
years had paffed fince I laft heard it, s 
ilill made my heart vibrate. I ftep- 
ped forward, and I faw a face — faded 
indeed ! and changed* The. features 
. were disfigured by bad habits, and the 
complexion polluted by art; but it was 
the face on which I had gazed fo often 
with rapture. Alas! I faw before meirb 
one of the objeSs of ruffianly conten- 
tion my once*-loved lamented Fanny. 
She was appealing to ftrsmgers for pro- 
teilion againft the infults that fome of 
the men had offered, her, and which 
others were now trying to refent ; but 
the people (he was fpeaking to treated 
her with fcorn and derifion, aud ^.t \k?A. 
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momenty for it was all momentary, a 
blow was levelled at her from one of 
the contending parties. I faw it about to 
fall on her; a9d receivings it on my 
flioulder, I involuntarily clafped my 
arms round her; and either from my ap- 
pearance, or rather becaufe a humane 
aflion, for whofoever exerted meets with 
applaufe from any affembly of Englifli 
people, the fpeQators gave me way, and 
I bore her to a feat. She knew me, and 
fell fenfelefs into my arms. 

^^ The crowd was foon difperfed ; the 
perfons who had been fighting were car- 
ried away in cuftody. Few others felt 
any Guriofity about the poor abandoned 
creature that had been one of the caufes 
of quarrel ; and the other women who 
had been parties in it were glad to ef- 
cape : fo that I foon found myfelf almoft 
alone with this fatal objeft, the caufe of 
all the calamities of my life ; and, merci- 
ful Heaven! in what a fituation did I fee 
her! 

** The faded reality ^ the diminifhed and 
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injured beauty of that form and face, 
which were fo clearly reprefented by my 
heart to my imagination, was in>n>y arms. 
I could have prcffed it to my bofom ;— 
but then came the idea of that perfid,y, 
ingratitude, and degradation which had 
ftained this lovely image, 6nce fo per- 
feft 5 the rccolkaion of the long years 
ofinifef^ faccecdingthofe when ttiy ten- 
ilerneffs, my afFe^ion^ ibould have fe- 
curediall her gratitude and my happi- 
nefs. No; it is in^>o(]jbIe, by any form 
of words I can iind, to defcribe what at 
that moment pafied in my mind. I 
could now have rejoiced in the illufion 
that time only bad dimmed the luftre of 
that eminent beauty; and by a fudden 
rervulfion of my thoughts, I next me- 
ditated how to (hake from me the worth- 
lefs deftroyer of my peace, merely per- 
forming towards her the duties of huma- 
nity as an unfortunate woman. 

" Thought is rapid under the domi- 
' nation of violent palfions; and though 

Vol. IL M hardly 
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hardly two minutes had paifed, and 
Fanny ftill lay renfelefs in my arni;s, 
I had run over in idea all my preceding 
life, and brought my mind to the con- 
fideration of what I and what fhe 
now was. Some of the women who fell 
books and flight refrefliments about the 
avenues of the theatre now came up, to 
propofe ferviccs which I had not recol- 
Ie£lion enough to aflc. I offered them 
money to procure help ; I ftammered 
out fome unconneQed fentences ; but I 
was myfelf almoft as much in want of 
afliflance as the fragile and apparently 
half dead obje£l I fupported, when fud^ 
dehly I faw before me my fon! Ima- 
gine the ftrange impropriety of the (itu-^ 
ation in which he beheld me ; the hn- 
poflibility of my accounting to him for 
it. . . / Sir,' cried my poor boy, aftoniflied 
at my confufion, ' we have fought you 
the whole evening.' He thought not at 
that moment of his mother ; he only 
blufhed to believe that his father had 

forgotten 
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- " . / 

forgotten in his own pdrfon that pro- 
priety of conduft hfe had ,fo earneftly 
enforced towards himfelf. Divided^ 
torn, diftrafted by fo many contending 
fenfations, IJclt my head grow giddy, 
and I was temj^ted to rufli into the ftreet, 
and like a miniac proclaim aloud the 
infupportable ang^iifb pf my burfting 
liieart. 

** The pale countenance of Frank, 
(for mitie, whefihe looked at it fteadily, 
wks hot that of a man engaged ina tran- 
fient intrigue) his' trembling hand a^he 
grafped mine, recalled in fome degree 
my fcattered fenfes. But hoi^ ^ould I 
fo fhock him as ta tell him the truth ?-*- 
How could I fay, * This woman whom 
you fee, attd who is evidently one that 
fubfitts on the cafual profits of proftf- 
(ution, is (he who bore you !- My heart 
Recoiled. I bade him in almpft' an an- 
gry tone leave me. It was very unufbal, 
indeed, for Frank to hear fthm me 2l ^ 
word that founded harOily in his e^rs» 

M 2 fsx 
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At that inft ant, however, Mn Warley 
appeared. I beckoned to him. The 
rwomen who had furrounded us had by 
this time interpofed, and fupported the 
/ad objeQ; of my foHckude, I left her to 
.their caore, while I fei:ted Warky's.arm ; 
:and briefly commcunicating to4iim the 
inifiETabie^ruth, I Jbefought him to carry 
my fon from a fcene I could with diffi- 
culty Tupport my felf. 

** Mr. "Warley approached him, and 
<after ;a (hort conver{atfi(»] they retired 
-together; but I faw, with dread and 
-amazement, the lodk which my unhappy 
,fon cafi towaixt me, and then toward his 
mother. rNever, :no, never will the ex- 
preffion of bis Countenance at that mo- 
imient be @rafed from my memajry. I 
..wifcs relievied, however, by feeing bim 
idepart "with his tutor, though I was con- 
-^vinced'^tbajtibew^ not, nay, I hardly 
.i^ilhed/hcffliould be, deceived, as to the 
rpecfon wifh whoftn he left me. 

" Oonfidcration fiw him^^-pity^ and 
1 eve 
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even the weatfcnefs ofja.ixiOFe'tenderfen- 
timent — all urged me not to pandora 
the creature whom, though I. could not 
neftore her to hqnour and to peace,, 
though flie could never more be min^, 1{ 
might at leaft refcue from: the? horrid de^ 
{^iffy 10 which thccaa^er ihe was now in 
would infallibly^ lisadiher; h tirawerfedi the 
room whene I was in with hurrie'd fteps,; 
endeavourisig to ibrnmon my powers ofl 
^^urancei- that* I: might not in. fudi ai 
ph^evexpafe either her or rayfdfi. Im 
the? meaw time flie rejcovesed her: fenfes^. 
andi all that had pa^fibddnftandy occurred) 
to^ her; She ^ looked towards me^. anxi^. 
dufly di^adiiTgi to- knowt whether ther mam 
who had once fo adored her, andf whom) 
(he had* fo^ irreparably injured; would) 
noti however, be withheld by a moment-' 
tary iinpulfe of pity from- tbo^fe r«-" 
proacbes^ which her too bufSf con- 
feiisfrtee- tald her (he fo well deferred; 
I drew near her; the beloved name at 
FaAtty rofe involuntarily to my lips; 

M 3 .buLt 
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but I checked myfelfy and, addreffing 
her as a ftranger, deGred to know if I 
could be of any fervice to her in con- 
duding her fafe home* She turned her 
lovely eyes to me with a look mo/l ex- 
preffive ! and attempted, but could not 
anfwer me. Uncertain what to do, 
hardly knowing what I did, I haftily paid 
tfie women who had affifted to recover 
her, and fupported her (for Ihe feemed 
hardly able to walk) down (lairs, where 
my chariot was waiting. I placed her 
in it, and followed her, without re^ 
colleSing how improper and even im- 
poflible it was for me to conduft her ta> 
my own houfe, and that I knew pot, cind^ 
even dreaded to inquire, her [abode^r 
Gn the repeated queflion of my ^ftd- 
nilhed fervants, whither I would go ? I 
W!a3 c<5mpell^d to afk her, where (he 
lived? She gave n^e, in a voice hardly 
articulate, a direQion to a (|reet jfiftbe 
outfkirts of the town. Thither I ordcted 
the carriage to be driven. We pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded in (ilencc, broken only on her 
part by deep and convulfive fighs. A 
dirty-looking fervant girl opened the 
door ; ^nd 1 perceived, when' we en- 
tered the houfe (for my mind was now 
more collefted,) that (he was furprifedat 
the appearance of her miftrefs, and ftill 
more at mine, whofc manner refembled 
but little that of the people with whom 
fhe had been accuftomed to fee her affo- 
ciate. Our dialogue^ when we were 
alone and (he was a little reftored, was 
fhort and energetic. I tould not liften 
to. the agonizing confeflSon (he would 
have made of her errors, her iograti* 
tude, and repentance ; or, liftening for 
a moment, I was unable to anfwer. I 
thought, however, (Re did not know that 
bad I been weak enough to have for- 
given her perfidy and cruelty, and to 
have reftored her to the place (he once 
held, flill there was ah infqperable bar- 
rier between us ; that another now pof- 

feflfed her place; and the child of anp- 

M 4 a!cw« 
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ther was to (hafe with her fon my fortune 
and affefiion : and this truth, httle as fhe 
had deferved my confideration, I had 
not refolution to tell her. Strange, and 
even now mod dreadful to loofc back 
upon, were the mingled fenfations that 
then agonized my bofom ! They were 
confufed, they were terrible! Her im- 
mediate eafe and comfort were, how- 
ever, the predominant \vi fix of: my heart.. 
I' could not bear to fee her in fuch a. 
fituation; laableto want the- (fecencieaoE 
life, €X{»ofedito the Lrcemiouf^ihralQnce: 
of every wandering drutrkard'wirofcKW 
the haufe tOi be of iil jSame. Butr feo-exr 
prefs toiher all I felt on thi» ftillj^^ was^, 
perhaps> t)o pai& expefb^idns I neven 
meant to^ftilfii; With fuch refolution, 
therefore,, as I cotjld colleft,* I parted 
{torn her. I a^empted toi appean cold ; 
and' yet my heart fmote me^ and my 
voice feltered^ as, bidding her,/ farewell'I* 
I told hep, that the recoUcftionof what 
ibe was> when firft oup ill-foted acquaint* ^ 
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ance hegan» would make me ^yenfoUciiw 
ous for her welfare ; and thai, tii^' nexf 
d^)^/fli€rihould[ receive a leuer^firom me 
whdchi Would explain my futurer view^^ 
I rsm through the ftreets;from hen lodg4» 
logs: to my Q:wn houfe^. withQUt, beiDgr 
confidausi why. I, hurried; along, or able 
tb: determine oa wUat I ou^tr to do 
wherivl got there.. Th© idea^of !my fiMi> 
&om whom it would be im|ioffible' to 
conceal the tnith ; tfae^ ccmdud: I ought 
afterwaixk to obferve; sdl pxiefled on 
myimtnd: with anguiih for the dd^afed 
(^tuation o£ the once-lov;edi creature I 
had jufti left — and;! felt as if the power 
of rationally confidering any thing would 
pever again return: to me*. 

'^ Bceatihlefsi and confliCed Ixieached 
roy oiwn h6u&; I afloed haftily for 
Erankv and was lold he was not gone to 
bed ; but fcfAmg myM( quite unfit to 
fpeafcto him that nighty- yet uiKtblo: to 
reft without^tacminingiOtDfomeihioiigil 

: -'i.: M 5 went 
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iv^nt to 'my ftudy, and there feat for 
Mr. Warley, 

** From him I learned that my, un- 
happy boy had not the leaft doubt who 
ihe perfon was whom he had feen with 
me; and/indeedy had other evidence 
been wanting) the ftriking refemblance 
between them could not have efcaped 
6im. The account Mr. Warley gave me 
of the effeft this difcovery had on Frank 
made me fbudder. I dreaded more 
than ever to come to an explanation, of 
which, however, I faw the neceffity, 
and I paifed the night in conQdering 
what I ought to fay to him, and how I 
ought to a6][ towards his mother* By 
the morning I had taken my refolution, 
itnd I fent for him. Pale, dejeSed, un- 
able to anfwer my anxious inquiries 
after bis health, he, after a nioment, 
threw bimfelf into my arms, and burft 
J n to tears. * Oh, my father!' laid hc^ 
• had I never been deceived as to the 

unhappy 
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unhappy perfon we Taw laQ night, Mr»» 
Maynard's cruel reproaches would not 
fp deeply have ftung me, nor ihould I 
fuffer what I do now.* I felt at that 
moment a proof that even thofe decep-- 
tions which are called pious frauds are 
wrong ; yet I was ignorant myfelf the fitu- 
ation of the wretched mother, though I 
knew enough to wifh her exiftence 
might be concealed from her fon. It 
was now, however, no time for me to 
repent of the paft ; it was neceffary that 
I {hould confider only the future 5 and 
I fummoned courage to enter on the 
fubjeft, and to relate to Frank all that 
bad happened, of the oftenfible circum- 
ftances of which I found he had a clear 
recoUedtiop,, though he was hardly eight 
years old, and though fo much pains 
bad been taken to deceive, him. He re- 
membered the abrupt departure of his 
mother ; he remembered my paf2onate 
agonies; and had thought it ftrange^ that 
after fome time, when he was told his 

M 6 moO\oi 
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mother w^ dead, I feefned lei^ aft^ded' 
cban I wa^A¥'ben flio lef^ me. He> bad at 
thatearly agean idea of deatbi hut none*^ 
of thole difagreements which had been^ 
affigned a» having ca^ifed, what he for 
feme time believed would 6e^ a tempor 
rary abfence.- 

** While I- related to- hite the truih, he 
fat with his arms thro;y^n on a writing* 
table that was before him^ aiid his face 
Kid by his hands. He was fileiit. I\ 
cotrid\ hear that he fuppreffed his fighs, 
and ftruggled with the painful fenfation^ 
that agitated his bofom, efpeciaHy when 
I was obliged to touch on the circum-» 
fiances of premeditated ingratitude, which 
had fo aggravated the faiihlefs condu^ 
of his mother. I paufed^ — I had finiChed^ 
this dreadful explanation, and my poor 
boy lifted up his hisad, and fixed bis 
eyes on mine with an expreffion fofull 
of mingled emotion, that I fhall never 
ceafe to remember it. * Sir!' faid he> 
his voice trembling fo much as to be 

almoft 



al^bft' ia2tmciiia^/*^y<!mr injuries have 
indeed been^ great ; — but— 4he who has^ 
injurect you is^— ftill my- mother ! — Will^ 
you abandon herto aeourfeof life fuchr 
as, Sue is nojw iti ?*..•..** I will not be 
again fo minute in relating our convert, 
fations. You' now underftand enough 
of our difpoHtions to imagine what they 
muft have been! Before I couid exe- 
cute the engagements^ now made to 
my fon, it was^^ neccffary to know, if 
(he to whom they related, and who had 
I found taken the name of Savillei 
would on her part enter into^my views; 
and, while I ihould conGder her as a 
fitter, relinquifh for ever a way of 
life fo difgracefui to thofe connefted 
with her by more than human ties, and 
which no human law^s could diflTolve. I 
had, it is true, feen appearances of re- 
morfe and repentance, but they might 
be only the confequences of fudden fur- 
prife and Ihame* 

•* I fonnd^ 
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*^ I found, however, the next day, that 
there was every reafon to believe her per- 
feftly fincere. She deplored her fatal ip- 
fatuation, and gave me fucK proofs of the 
villainous arts of ber.feducer, as though 
they. could not exculpate her, greatly 
leffened her crime. He had abandoned 
her ina foreign country, taking with him 
every thing he could obtain from her in 
money and jewels, under pretence of 
carrying on fome of thofe fchemes which 
were to raife him to unbounded afflu- 
ence ; and on the fame fallacious ideas 
had prevailed upon her to make overher 
annuity in fuch a way^ as that its alien- 
jation might be concealed from the per-' 
fons who paid it quarterly on my be- 
half. 

** I have already been too minute. 
Let me, therefore^ haften to relate not 
my converfation with my fon, or his 
fubfequent interview with his mother;. I 
mult le^ve thofe fcenes to your imagi- 
nation^ 
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nation^ fince I have no power to dwell 
upoti tbem. I took a Tmall but elegant 
detached houfc for that ;ll-fated woman, 
in a village four miles from London ; 
whither, having difcharged all her debts 
and lier fervant, and concealed her 
abode as much as poffible by changing 
hesr^name,. flie removed. However con*» 
vinced of her penitence, it never was 
my intention to fee her after this ar^ 
rangement ; but I permitted my fon to 
viGt her alone, and I took other means 
than by queftioning Tiim to affure myfelf 
of the propriety of her conduct. 

" Having, therefore, fatisfied myfelf 
in having done all that the duties of hu- 
manity required of me; and flattering 
myfelf that Frank, though ftill very much 
difpirited, bad conqufer^d the effeQs of 
the (hock this oc'fcurrence hftd given 
him, I returned to confider his future 
deitination, and in about., a fortnight 

Bamcd to him the neceffity of his pre- 
paring 



I 
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paring for Oxford; He changed Goua<-. 
tenanee whilfe I^fpoke^ and, wheiK L 
paufed) ferd^ * I have never f yit dif- 
obeyed< my. father, nor would II in any- 
othet itvftance for. a) thauland!-V0lorldsf' 
but noteventny &ar o£ oflRetiKdiD^ him^ 
which I prot'eft is little inferioc to!^ tba;^ 
of death itfelf^. will, induce me, to: go toi 
Oxford/ 

•* I anxioufly inquired the reafon o&ai 
refolution fd extraordinary; He en- 
-deavoured to evade the queftion ; and 
when he found that was not to be^ done^ 
he entreated me to aft Mr. Warlqy, 

•• That worthy man, with every ex- 
prcffion of the trueft' concern, put intfo 
my hands a- letter, which a day or t%0 
before my f6n had received' from the 
woman- who now bore my name; and 
was called my wife. It was to icifonn 
him, in the moft bitter and- ftircaftic 
words^ that 9»)^ infamous feceffiot% froin 
her and from honour, to tako bbctc a 

harlot^ 
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harlot, and fet all detency at defiance, 
was well known; that her femily ({be^ 
piqued herfclf upon her family) were 
about to obtain juftiee for her ; but that 
in the nnean time (he could not butcon^ 
gratulate him* on the fortunate and cre-» 
ditable circumftances under wJiich he 
was about to begin his ftudies at Ox-. 
ford, whefe he might be affured the re- 
fpe6tability. of boih h!\$ parents was aK 
wady well knowni 

** Mr. Warley faw "my Hp» tremble 
with rage, and heard, as I would have 
anfwered bimj my voice inarticulate aind 
choaked^ He attempted^ but ini vain/ 
tO' appeafe me 5 the tumult, the agony 
c6 my Ibut, only in-creafed* by his re- 
monftrances'. I called Heaven to wit-, 
nefs^ that the monfter (for woman I 
coukt not call her) who h^dthuSr endear 
voured to wound^me through my fon, I 
would never again live with, never meet 
but with the purpofe of parting with her 
/or evert My poor unhappy boy en- 
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tercd my apartment at that moment, and 
his countenance had inftantaneoufly the 
effeft of reftoring me to fome comnjand 
oyermyfelf. I faw, that while it was 
neceflary to check the expreffions of 
that .pain this inhuman condufi had in- 
fliSed, I fhould yet hurt him, if I tp- 
T)eared tiot to feel it acutely. AffeQed 
in a manner of which it is impoffible to 
convey an idea to another, by the look, 
the manner, the filent mifery of my fon, 
I was compelled to fhorten our conver-- 
fation J and leaving him with Mr. War- 
ley, who had always great influence over 
1)1$ xiiind^ I went out tinder pretence of 

bu(inefs that admitted of no delay, and 

I. 

took my ^ay to the Park, which was 
only at the end of the ftreet, in hopes 
that the air and a Ihort conference with 
myfelf would abate the perturbation of 
my mind, which now was hardly (hort 
of phrenfy. 

*♦ After fome hours I became calmer ; 
for I had now formed a plan for (ecur- 

ing. 
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ing, as far as it might yet be done, my> 
own tranquillity in another country — 
after having provided in this, fojr the 
fup'port of the poor penitent, who, though 
no longer my wife, depended for her 
fubfiftence on me, and left Mrs. May- 
nard and her daughter in fuch a Gtua* 
tion, as to pecuniary concerns, as fhould 
on her part pi»ecludc every juft com- 
plaint, I determined that I would ac« 
odnipany tpy fdn to purfue his ftudies at 
Laufanrie, at that time much frequented 
fb^ the purpbiSsstxf education : and I flat- 
teredimyfelf that his niind, would gra- 
daally regain its tranquillity; that- his 
y^outhi and facility which all innocent 
and rational pleafurds might there bei 
enjoyed, .together with, his b€;in.g re* 
moved from the fee nes where he had fo 
crueWy . fufFered, and from the inter- 
courfe of all thofe in whofe opinion 
he conceived hhnfelf difgraced, woiiid 
give another turn to his thoughts/ and 
reftore him to me fuch as my exceffivc 
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a£fb6lionjfbr him had frcwn his infancy 
reprefented to me that be would one 
day be« 

•* This plan^ which, the longer! qon^ 
fidered it, offered new advantages,, 
ferved to. tranquillize my mind for fprnej 
days, though. I faw that my poor Frank 
became more and more melancholy and: 
refer ved. 1. fpokc to him of my ;pro- 
jefl. Ha- acquiefced^ but wiiht)i|$(:tb<>; 
flighteft appearancci oF being: pka(i?d^' 
1 even he^an; the-proparationyfor; omt 
journey, and fentfor the la'wjjers^ whofet 
advice was neceOki^ toj fettfe theidifptor* 
fition of mry fortune in my ahkriaoL^ 
Frank faw all this goingi on witboutian)v 
rems^k : it feemedvas if^ jtooa cettaini Gt£ 
being' miferabld ev^ery !i«heTO,,he,was ih^ 
different as to place; I becam^e, how^> 
cveri veiyj uncaly, ^nd p^trticjulatlyvWhiMi: 
I obferved, that on thofe diei^slwhen he:> 
had vifited Inm mother! hxs; d^G&:Qxtjyf2t& 
vifibly incTcafed. L hadipermiticdl bimr 
to fee her once ot twice acweefc; but I 

never 
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ticver went withiiim, or held amy* coRV- 
tnunicadon with herrbut by kttcrs wbfch 
he carried; and on thefe- occafions he 
went alone on horfeback, left his fervants 
ihouM gucfs lb whom ;thore vifits were 
paid. 

^^ They were itfttally made in^amorn^ 
ingi axid he returned to dreCs for dinner 
about fiDur o'clock : hat one day, when 
he had told me he was igoing thither, { 
waited dinner for him till five, till fi>{, 
till feven. ^He came iiot. I began tp 
be uneafy, yet appeafed my firft inqui- 
etude by Tuppofing, that as the fpring 
was advancing, and the evening fine, he 
might have been induced to dine with 
his mother, and ride home by moon- 
light. Time however paffed, and he was 
ftill abfent, I could perceive that Mr. 
Wariey's inquietude was as great as 
mine; and he fMrbpofed-to go Jiimfelf to 
the tillage where we imagined, he had 
been^ to inquire what detained him. To 
this I eagerly agreed, and he went pfF 

inftantly 
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ififtantly in' a hired chaiHs. BiU when 
I had no one either to hear my conjee-, 
tures, or offer others, I became more in- 
tolerably wretchedj and utterly unal>lc 
to fupport the apprehenfions that now 
every moment increafed. I went down 
therefore with an intention to follow 
Warley ; when, as I opened the door of • 
. my houfe, a poft-chaife flopped before 
it. I fprang forward, hoping to fee my 
fon. Gracious God! it was not Frank, 
it was his mother ! 

^* She knew me by the light of the 
lamps, and, in a voice of fuch Wild fear 
as I cannot defcribe, aflied me for him. 
* Is my fon here ? — is he here?* In ten- 
fold artonifhment I anfwered, VNo: has 
he not been with you?* — * He wa3 — hf 
was with me; — but— fome dreadful ac- 
cident has happened. If you have not . 
feei) him — he is dead I -—murdered! — I 
fli^lt never, never behold him more!' 

<* I cannot tell you what I felt at 
that moment:' an obfcure recolleftion of 

3gony 



THE STORY OF HENRIETTA* 263 

agony is all that now remains on my 
mind. My fervantS, who foon afTem- 
bled round the cbaife,took out the half- 
frantic woman ; and I had^ after a mo«- 
roent^ enough prefence of mind to en^ 
treat her to tell me what caufe there was 
for the frightful apprehenfions (lie en- 
tertained. With difficulty I underftood, 
that Frank had^ at her entreaty^ as he 
was fo foon to take a long farewell of 
her, dined with her ; th^t they had after- 
wards walked out together for s^bout a 
mile, and perceived that they were fol- 
lowed by a perfon^ who had the appear- 
ance .of an officer. They turned. He 
pafled them in a very rude ai;id.infuhing 
manner, and repeated the fame infolence 
twice before they returned to the houfe ; 
fo that it was with great difficulty fhe 
could perfuade my fon not to refent it. 
She believed, however, that (he had pre- 
vailed ; and flattecing herfelf that after 
a while the ftranger would go his way, 
(he detained Frank as long as ilxe could; 

but 
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but that between feven -and eight o^d^ack 
he went to the inn where he ufually |)ut 
up hw horfe, and, as Ihe imagined, had 
returned to me. At night, however, her 
maid, who bought milk at this inn,<which 
was alfo a farm, came fuddenJy back, 
and told her mSSTefs, that the young gen- 
tleman who bad dined there had had 
a quarrel^with -another whom he faw 
in the inn*yard; that after having, as 
the people told her, very high words, 
both had mounted their horfes and rode 
towards London together, for the pur- 
pofe, .as it was underftood, of lighting a 
duel immediately on their arrival there. 
* Who was the man?* cried J : 'Give 
me fome means of finding him; it may 
not yet be too late.* — * None knew his 
name/ replied the miferable mother; 
^ they knew only that he had been iheFe 
two or three times alking queftions Tela- 
live to me and to my fon.* 

" I muft ihorten the detail of fccnes 

that k4ti rue even ifi retroipeflion. 

' While 
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'While I yet was confidering ^whither I 
could go, or what I could do, and my 
fervants were engaged in adminiftering 
to the unhappy and felf-accufed woman^ a 
ioud rapping at the door made me hurry 
down myfelf. Mr. Warley entered, 
and, grafping my hand, attempted to 
fpeak/but could not; * You have found 
him then ?• cried I. He went into the 
parlour, funk into a chair, and I faw by 
the convulfive working of his features 
that he was endeavburing to acquire re- 
foliition to give me a cpnfirhiation of 
my word fears. * It is now,- faid he in 
a tremulous voice, * the time when you 
are called upon to exert your fprtitude. 
Your fan — — ' 

"Tsdead!— -Isit fp?* 

<« c Would to God I could fay it was 
not ! I have feen him— dead f I had 
not the fatisfadioa of receiving his lad 
breath!* 

" Whofoever having Jbuman feelings 
has undergone fuch a calamity as that 

Vol, II. N which 
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Which now fell upon me, even when a 
long and hopeld^s illnefs has prepared 
them for it, will know 'how to imagine 
^hat were my fufFerings. To defcribe 
them would be to attempt torturing you 
and myfelf. I was for fomehour>s in a 
ftate of diftraQion j and when^xhaufted 
nature could endure thefe violent emo- 
tions of the mind no longer, I funk into 
infcnfibility ; from which Iwas awakened 
only by the horror I felt at being told 
Mrs, Maynard and her daughter were in 
the houfe. There alfo had remained, 
becaufe (he was not in a condition to 
be moved, the moft wretched of women 
and of mothers. With recoUeflion, re- 
fentment towards Mrs. Maynard re- 
turned ; yet I did not then know that 
flie had levelled the inflrument of death 
againft the breaft of my fon. 

" I peremptorily refufed to fee her, 
and ordered her and her daughter in- 
ftantly to quit my houfe. It was with 
infinite difficulty, and not without apply- 

in^- 
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ing to fomc of her relations, that Mr. 
Warley prevailed on her to comply. I 
then learned the caufc of the cruel-event 
I deplored. 

" Mrs/Maynard had heard that I had 
received back my firft "wife ; that I had 
even taken her from a life of public 
proftitution ; and though fhe was not 
yet eflabliflied at my houfe in London, 
that I fupported her in fplendour a few 
miles from it, where I, as well as my 
fon, conftantly viGted her. To afcertain 
the truth of this, Mrs. Maynatd coulcj 
think of no better expedient than en- 
gaging her brother, Gordon Hamilton, 
a young man who had been ever fince 
her marriage on foreign fervice, to aft 
at once as her fpy and the avenger of her 
quarrel. He left my houfe in Dorfet- 
ftire, where he had been deeply im- 
preffed with the fuppofed injuries of his 
fitter, and did not difdain to employ 
perfpns to watch what pafled at my houfe 
in town. There they gained no intelU- 

N 2 gence, 
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gence, but they fet themfelves to follow 
•both me and my fqn wherever we went. 
He was fpon traeed to the village 
where was the habitation of his mother ; 
yet when Gordon Haipilton faw her, 
file appeared to him too young to be 
the perfon of whom he was in fearch. 
Not, however, to be deceived, he en- 
gaged in- his next inquiry an acquaint- 
ance of his to accompany him, who had 
known the unfortunate Fanny during 
the time^flie had been avowedly living 
on the wages of infamy^ This man, pro- 
fligate, unprincipled, and unfeeling, im- 
mediately acknov^ledged, and, having^ 
followed her on one of her folitary 
walks, had infultingly accofted her. 
HamiltcJn having then no farther doubtii 
had waited from day to day about the 
village, meaning to accoft me or my Ipn. 
1 never went thither, a«d he was fo^bq 
tired of expefling me. Yet was he not 
at all convinced that any |)art of what 
bis filler had heard was exaggerated; 

and 
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2tnd on receiving a letter from her, re- 
proaching him with the coldnefs and in- 
cJiflFerence with which he bore the cruel 
affront my conduft was to hh farnily, he 
had called at my door,^ inquiring for 
me ; when-lhe fervant, an ignorant boy, 
whom he queftioned, and who had re- 
ceived general orders to deny me, had* 
told him I was gone out of town; and' 
on his afking if it was to Beckenhami, 
the village where the objeft^ of his jea- 
loufy refided, the bqy anfwered * Yes/* 
merely to^ be difmiffed from his eager 
importunity. Thither, therefore, the 
hot-headed ruflBan hurried, and, miffing 
me, had followed and infulted my fon 
when walking, with his mother; then re- 
pairing to the inn, he waited till Frank 
was mounting his horfe to return to town;, 
when he went up to hito, and after a few 
words they went together \ni6 a field, 
where my fon was feen to ftrike the other 
— Vi^hen the people of the inn-yard inter- ' 
fered, and feparated them, but fenfelefsly 

N 3 CuLflfe.t^4 
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fafFered them to 4epaft together for Lon- 
don. They repaired to. a •tavern, from 
whence Hamilton went for his piftols. 
They fought ; and my unhappy fon fell, 
and died upon the fpot. His murderer 
inftantly abfconded. 

** The body of my poor boy was 
brought to my houfe, and three days 
had elapfed before I was capable of 
hearing thefe particulars, or of giving any 
orders. With returning reafon all the 
horrors of my deftiny rufhed upon my 
mind. I had loft the only being thai 
had animated my exiftence, the fole oh* 
jeft of my care and tendernefs ;. and after 
yfears in which his delicate health had 
kept me in conftant foliciiude, he waa 
fnatched from me by the ad of a vin- 
diftive monfter, at the very period when 
his virtues and his affeftion were to re- 
pay me for all the fuffe rings of my pre- 
ceding life. 

^' Oh! how cruelly to me was ag- 
gravated the anguifh of the parent bendr 
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ing over the cold remains of an only* 
child^ when I reflefied on the charafter 
of him^ whom I had loft, and the cir- 
cumftances with which his lofs was at- 
tended ! I have dwelt on this cruel pe- 
riod already too long* I feel even at- 
this diftance of time, that it i« impoflibte 
for me to proceed without fuffering, 
again all the horrors of the moment.^ 
Vengeance alone occupied my mind as 
foon as I could think fteadily, and I de-- 
termined to purfue over the world the 
villain who had deftroyed me ; but my 
taCk, before 1 could fet out to gratify 
the only fentiment I now felt, was not 
ended^ The poor unhappy mother of 
my lofl fon, heart-ftruck, and over- 
whelmed at once by grief and remorfe,* 
was finking faft into the grave* If L 
could have forgotten how very dear fhe 
once was> to^me, it wa«^ impoffible that 
her being the mother of him I deplored 
could for a moment efcape my memory ; 
an^l I feemed ta be fulfilling his laft 

N 4 wilhes^ 



2jfi THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

« 

wifhes, while I fought with the tender, 
nefs of a brother to foothe and confolfe 
her. Yet the fight of hef ferved but to 
deepen my anguifh ; and often wh^en I 
'have tried to affumc before her fome 
degree of fortitude, 1 have only mingled 
my tears and groans wuh hers, and 
each has aggravated the fufFefings of 
the otheir^ The unfortunate woman 
lingered almoft tWo months, and then 
died in my arms. 

•' The mifery that haa fallen upon 
jne i the death of her whom fhe con- 
fidered her rival ; nothing feemed to ap- 
peafe the deep and inveterate hatred of 
the womaA who now borb my name. She 
attempted to foroe herfelf and her 
daughter into my preTencej but fuch were 
my dread and abhorrence of her; that I 
know not to what unmanly and favage 
exceffes the fight of her might have 
tranfpprted me; and while I confidered 
that the little girl \^as hers, and would by 
my fon's death fucceed.to vtiy whole for- 
tune^ 
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. tune, unlefs I otherwife difpofed of it, I 
fent for a lawyer, and, having macje 3. 
provifion of five hundred a year for the 
child, gave ^\l the reft of my property 
in cafe of my death to one of my friends. 
Having made this arrangement, I haft- 
ened to Hamburgh, whither I was told ' 
the duellift or rather murderer had gone, ' 
to wait the fuccefe of thofe eiForts his 
fiends were making to obtain leave for 
him to return to Scotland, where he ima- 
gincd \it (hould be fo protefted that I ^ 
ftiould be compelled tp drop all attempts ' 

' to ayenge the death of my fon.^— A«d^ 
certainly my conduQ lowards^ his^ fifter, 
and the' provocation that had been given 
him, were fo mifreprefenred, that almoft 
all of thofe who were once my friends, 
had learned to confider me as one of 
the' worft of mankind ; and fiich was the ■ 
indignation which Mrs. Maynard'5 ftory 
had raifed againfl: me, .Among what is ' 
called the generality of the world, ^.hat, • 
bad I been difpofed to have (hown my- - 

Ng., felf- 
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lelf in public (which you Will eafily be- 
lieve was far from my intention,).! Ihould 
have incurred Tome hazard of perfonal 
infult. Such is the perverted ftate of 
fociety, (and that it was fuch has been, 
among many, one reafon of my flying 
from it,) that I am fure nothing is more 
welcome to nine people out of ten, than 
to be told that a man or woman whom they 
either happen to know, or who is gene- 
rally known, has been guilty of fome 
crime for which they deferve to fufFer by 
^he public executioner*. The avidity with 
which tales of defamation are received 
and propagated, the little fatisfaQion 
with which any one relates or appre- 
ciates honourable anions or meritorous 
conduS, has teen one of thofe remarJcs 
that have moft painfully convinced mc 
of the depravity of my fpecies. Rouf- 
feaa was, toward3 the end of his life, un- 
doubtedly infane — at leaft, fo he appears 
to us even according to the account he 

has left of himfelf— yet who can fay that 

many 
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many of the injuries which aflPeSed him* 
to the derangement of his reafon, ex-, 
ifted only in his own morbid imagi- 
nation ? Almighty and all-wife Creator 
and Judge of the Univerfe! is it thou 
that permilteft thy rational creatures; 
morally and phyfically to wound and' 
deftroy each other ? and is man endow-p- 
ed with fpeech^onJy to become more- fatal 
to his fellow than the lurking reptile or 
the prowling favage of the tropical re- 
gions ? '. 

" You will not" wonder, though T 
knew not all the clamour which wa»- 
raifed again ft me; that I knew enough to- 
determine me never to return to Lon« 
don, or to affociate any where with thofe? 
whom I had formerly been acquainted 
with. My moft immediate purpofe, how 
ever, was tq find the perfon who had 
robbed me of the being in whofe life 
mine was wrapped— and as foon as I was- 
able I haftened to the Continents 

'•^ No fuch perfon as he of whom L 

N 6 was. 
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was in fearch was to be found at Ham- 
burgh ' or Altqna; where I had been 
taugKtto look for him ; and after a long 
fearch I afcertairted, that Hamilton, be- 
ing now emancipated from his father's 
authority, who had been dead two years, 
and doubting thp poffibility of his re- 
turn to England, had fold his commif- 
fion under the King of hisnative coun- 
try, and entered fnto the fervice af the 
Emperor of Germany ; in cdhfequence of 
which he had about a month before been 
ordered into Bohemia. I followed him 
fron^ place to place, and was within a few 
days, and then within a few hours, of com^^ 
ing up with his defaehment. This intel- 
ligence quickened my fpeed. I arrived 
at Prague, where the regiment was, as I 
underftood, to be ftationed; and...... 

I learned that Hamilton had that "very 
morning fallen in-a duel with one of tlie 
officers of the detachment, in confe- 
quence of- fome contemptuous treat- 
ment which the German cpnceived him- 
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felf to have received from, Hamikon- 
The aggreflbr then was punifhed by 
other hands than mine, and fell for an 
injury that was furely not by a million 
df degrees eq^ual to that /had fuftaiiied 
from him. He was alreaay among the 
dead, and I had bieen denied the oppor- 
tunity of faying to him, VThus didft 

ihou^ -* Yet vengeance is a paffion 

which is foon deadened in a generous 
mind. The wretched being whom I 
had purfued could not have reftored to- 
me my murdered child; and after a while 
I ceafed to regret that he had die3 by^ 
other means. 

"I had now no paffion to fatisfy : I 
was without hope of pleafure and with- 
out' purfuit of any other kind." My 
mind was ^11 darknefs and confufion ; and 
even the lurid flafhes with which the 
defire of vengeance had lit it up were 
extinguifhed. Exiftence became infup- 
portable to me. I was among a people 
whofe writings feem cxprefsly calculated 

to 
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lO promote fuicide; Their books, evew 
thofe of amufement, treat only of the 
eflFefts of the moft violent paflions, and. 
the cataftrophe is generally felf-murder. 
On this I had fteadily determined — and. 
lingered lefs from ijnwillingnefs to qqit 
a world of which I had fo .much reafon 
to be weary, than xx>fcel my own deterw 
rainationi and to know that the life I 
abhorred, it was always in my power 
to fbake offi At this moment the friend, 
to whom I had bequeathed the bulk of 
my fortune, and who had been in the 
Weft Indies during the laft three years,, 
fudderily appeared at Prague, ^ whither. 
he had followed me from England. I 
need not describe to you- the power 
which the voice of a friend has over 
him who has yiejded his whole heart to - 
(he torpor. of delpair, I could not alto- 
gether clofe mine agfiinft the zeal and 
the affeftion of a man, whom I had: 
efleemed and lovSd from my infancy. , 
li forbear to repeat the arguments witli' 

which. 
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Avhich he gradually won me from my 
gloomy purpofe. I confented to travel 
with him, and we wandered round Eu- 
rope, and vifited parts of it little fr©« 

r 

quented by the^nglifh. But on me 
change of place failed to have loft its 
ufual efFeft. The cruel recolleftion of 
paft wretchednefs purfued me every 
where, and I "found it impoffible to ob- 
tain enjoyment in fcenes where I had 
fondly projedled travelling with my be- 
loved boy, and where his pale image^. 
fuch as I had beheld when I took my 
laft farewell, and configned him to 
he earth, was for ev,er prefent to my 
mind, whatever was paffing before my 
eyes. My friend, however, would not 
appear to be difcouraged. He -perfe- 
vered in thofe quietyet generous ef- 
forts, which, judging of me from the 
generality of mankind, would, he hoped, 
aided by the great fbother of forrow 
Time, reconcile me to life, and in. 
fenfibly reftore me to its enjoyment* 

Jn 



ZSO • THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

joymetit. In the midft of thefe noble 
exertions of the moft honourable and 
difinterefted' fricndfhip, he was feized 
with a fever at Rome, where, as he faw 
that place had rather more excited my 
curioiGty than any Other we had vifited, 
he had prolonged our ft ay at the feafon 
of the maUaria. when it is deferted even 
by the natives who ppffefs the means of^ 
removal. 

" I need not tell ydu with what folj- 
citude I attended the fick-bed of a 
friend who had done fo much for roe. 
His danger incurred* for me, and the 
anguifh it gave me, convinced me I had 
fomething ftilt to lofe. Icould not fave 
him! He too died ! He died, and left me 
^ alone in the world, which did not novr 
, contain one being interefted for me, ov 
for whom I felt arly intereft* 

"I attended the body of my dead 
friend to England: that feemed to be 
the only duty I now had to fulfil on 
earth. I faw his .remains depofited.with 

thofe 
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thofe of his anceftors; for, though he 
had very confiderable property in Ja- 
maica, be was the laft of an ancient 
Englifli family. I was his executor; and 
endeavouring moft ftridly to perform 
Ate directions given ^n bis will, I re-^ 
mained fonve time at his family-houfe^ 
forting bis papers, and deftroying fuch 
as I knew he would not choofe fhould be- 
irtfpeded by his heirs, to whom he was 
almoft a ftranger. Among thefe I found 
many manufcripts, as well as printed 
trafts, on the condition xA the Africans, 
and their ftate of flavery in the American 
colonies. Accuftomed to confider thefe 
people as part of the eftates to which' 
thty belonged, I had never properly 
xeflefled on this fubjeft before ; and when 
I now thought of it, I was amazed at the 
indifference with which I had looked oa 
and been a party in oppreffion, from* 
which all the fentiments of my lieart re- 
volted. 

^* Determined no longer to indulge this> 
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guilty apathy, I found I had now an ob*^ 
je6l wbich was not unworthy of engag- 
ing the thoughts of a reafc^nable being*. 
As a confiderable proprietor, I had I 
fuppofed the means of doing fome good 
to this miferable race; and to do tb^nv 
good I devoted myfelf with all of that 
mind and of thofe powers which my owa 
unexampled mlferies had left me^ 

" For this purpofe I repaired to this. 
ifland« Let nve not dwell on what foU 
lowed, li I was difguftedr with the. 
mere reprefentation of fcenes which I 
had never witneffed fince I had made ufe 
my reafdn, I found the reality of op- 
preflio'n, in which I was myfelf a party^. 
utterly infupportable. But my endea- 
vours at reformation were not only; 
confidered as the idle dreams of a vi- 
fionary, but as being dangerous to the 
welfare <rf the ifland* I was not eafily. 
deterred by apprehenfions of perfonal 
inconvenience, and I perfevered, till the 
examples I gave, of lenity to and eman- 

cipatioii: 



-V* 
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cipation of the negroes became fa 
much eircumftanccs of fear, that there 
was, I underftood, a refolution taken 
to confine me as a lunatic ; . and my 
brother^ jhe man born of the fame 
parents, who ha^d from my infancy been 
my enemy, was to be put in pofleffioji of 
my eftates. In a government remote 
-from that of 'the parent flate, intrigue 
does every thing, and equity has as little 
to do as reafon. The party againft me 
increafed every day in numbers and in 
acrimony. My feat rn the council I 
bad long fince refigned, .and I was 
accufed of fomenting the difcontents 
among the black people, and of having 
communicated with the Maroons. In a 
word, my fituation became extremely 
uneafy to myfelf, and worfe than ufe- 
lefs to the unhappy people whofe con- 
dition it bad been my purpofe to ame- 
liorate ; for greater feverities were often, 
exercifed on thofe in whofe favour 1 

had 
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had interfered, than if I had never plead^-r 
ed for them the caufe of humanity. 

** Repulfed, thcrefipre, from my pur- 
pofc, and difguftcd with every fyftem I 
had fcen, I rcfolvedto retire wholly from^ 
the world/and hide myfelf from the fpec- 
lade of human mifery which every where 
empoifoned the fcenes of nature, and 
made me abhor the fpecies to which I 
belonged; As to give freedom to the 
people who were confidered as part oC 
my eftate was not poffiblfe, and. I knew, 
if the plans of nry enemies fucceeded, 
that they would fall into the power 
€if my brother, who was reckoned the 
moft fevere and unfeeling jjran in the 
ifland, 1 determined to let my property 
pn fhort leafesj with a refervatioh a^ to*^ 
the work to be impofed on the people, 
and liberty frequently to infpeft them* 
Far from making one of them fubfer- 
vient even to my particular convenience;;. 
1 did not keep a fervant about my per- 

fon^ 
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Con, but, conveying a few neceflafies to 
ihe excavated rock among the mountains, 
itook up my abode wholly there; a very 
few of the fupplies of ariifieial life being 
fufEcient for me, s^nd thofe few eafily 
to be obtained from perfons whom I 
could engage among thofe who had been 
formerly in ray fervice. 

**,The infurreftion among the people 
or colour, ,which had been, long fre- 
quent, and only partially and for a time 
fiippreffed, noW raged with mope dan- 
gerous violence: but at that time, I 
mean on my firft retiring to my folitude, 
their defire of vengeance towards Eu- 
ropeans was fo far from being blindly 
i|idifcriminate, that, alone and defence* 
lefs as I was, I became the objeft of 
their refpedt and even afFeSion; and the 
only danger I have incurred has been 
from my own -countrymen, and among 
them thoie of my own rank ; for they 
have more than once attempted to im- 
^ f rifon me; under pretence that I have 

chofen 
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chofen fuch an unufaal refidenpe for the 
purpofe of intriguing with the infur- 
gents and fogitives, and abetting them 
in their fanguinary purpofes againft the 
landed proprietors of the ifland. As 
not the ihadow of proof could be 
brought againft me, but as it was on the 
other hand made evident that I bad, on 
more than one occafion, thrown myfelf 
aniong them, reftrained their violence, 
and induced them to return peaceably 
to their abodes in the mountains; thefe 
attempts and others, made at the infti- 
gation of my unhappy brother to prove 
me a lunatic, from my eccentric manner 
of life, have hitherto failed/* 

*^ * They may not always fail,* faid I 
to my unhappy^ and Angular protec- 
tor; * they may not always fail, for 
malice irritated by avarice is hardly 
ever weary : and you fee, that the 
continued outrages of thefe unhappy 
people render even the fufpicion of 
wrlhing them lefs wretched, a crime 

which 
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'^hich may involve in very ferious ena- 
barraflment thofe who are fufpefted. 
Yoii have now met one relation, who, 
though none can make you amends for. 
the cruel loffes you have fuftained, will 
-find the greateft pleafure of A^r life in 
contributing to the comfbrt of yours. 
Need I add, that. the delight of mine 
will be to affift her in paying this debt 
of gratitude, duty, and afFeQion ?* 

*^ * I expefled this propofal from you, 
Denbigh,* replied Mr, Maynard ; * and if 
any thing in the world could re-ammate 
my fad heart, and give any value to my 
exiftence, it would be to fee Henrietta 
and you happy : but, wounded as I have 
been, believe me, it is only in perfeQ; 
folitude I find life fupportable. As to 
danger from thofe who call themfelves 
my enemies, I defpife it : and, alas! 
Denbigh! where will he who ventures 
to diffent from eftablifbed prejudices, 
and to controvert the maxims of policy 
which the tyranny of cuftom has efta- 
blifbed, 
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blifhed, that the ftrong may trample on 
the weak — Lwherfc^I fay,will he^ho dares 
do this, go and not find enemies? — My 
brother, unhappy man! has p^id diie for- 
feit of his violence and bis crimes; and 
for the reft of the people in power here, 
•who have no motive for their enmity, 
but becaufe I dare hot a£)» againft my 
confcience as they do, I fear them as ' 
little as I love them. Fear i do / nanae 
fear? I who have fuftained in my/own 
perfon every degree of mifery, and who 
have yetjiad courage to live? No, Den- 
bigh ! He who has learned as I have done 
to fufFer has nothing more to drcadi' ' 
** I found,' refumed Denbigh,^ by the 
vehemence of his manner, that this was 
not a moment to prefs on my friend my 
wifhes that he would renounce his foli- 
tary manner of life. In a folemn and 
lower tone of voice he again fpoke: 

•" * For what, my friend^ (hould I re- 
turn into the world ? — For domeltic 
happincfs ?— Ah I no. However I may 

love 
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love Henrietta and you, and I believe I 
fliould love you very much, nothing can 
reftore to me the fan I have loft, and 
cruel recoUeSion ^ would force itfelf 
upon me in defpite of all I could do to 
attach my mind to other objefts ; and to. 
fpeak fincerely, it would feem almoft a 
prophanation of my facred affeBion to 
his memory, were I to wean my mind 
from its habit of thinking continually 
on him. This may not be philofophical, 
it may not be pious;. but I am neither a 
ftoic nor a divine. You muft recolle£l 
too, that the Woman who bears my 
name, and the daughter fhe brought. .me, 
are, in my opinion, impediments to my 
return to England, which no induce;, 
ment could engage me to conquer. .To- 
wards the child I could not do my duty 
fo well as thofe to whom (he is in- 
trufted ; and the mother I have fworn 
never more to behold. The friend to 
whom I was the moft attached is no 
more. A martyr to his afFeflion foi me. 
Vol. IL O he 
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he loft his own life in 'the generous ex- 
ertions he tnade to reftore fome value 
to mine. Wbuld you have me feek in 
defultory fociety, in the common parties 
and purfuits of life, a remedy againft the 
malady of the heart ? All thofe parties 
and purfuits I have tried, when I was 
more capable of enjoying them than I 
am now, and I know their value well. 
' " * Of the emptinefs and wearifome- 
nefs of what are called the pleafures of 
the 'town, every man is probably fen- 
fible long before he is five-and-twenty, 
and I never h^d any enjoyment in field 
fports : thofe two refources, therefore, 
afford me nothing with which I could 
beguile one hour of my remaining lifp. 
To me the gaming-table and the turf 
never prefented any thing but fpeftacles 
of ft range infatuation, ending almoft 
certainly in repentance. ' In the con- 
verfation of men of letters I. found, 
while I inhabited the world, the mofl 
amufement; but, fince certain events 

which 
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ivhich have long been forefeen have in- 
termingled politics with every difcuffion, 
the republic of Jetters is fo difturbed by 
party violence, and there U fo much pe- 
dantry and pretence puffed by political 
favour into fafliion ; while fcurrility, dif- 
graceful to thofe who think it c^n fyp- 
port any caufe, is fo difguftingly fre- 
quent; and tafte is fo totally annihilated 
by the blind virulence of mercenary 
writers, that I fickened amidft the fo- 
cieties that once delighted me, and fince 
I left England I believe all this has 
grown worfe. To fuch, therefore, I 
(hall never return. No, my dear Den- 
bigh! -leave me to the folitude which 
alone is foothing to my heart. It will 
be doubly dear to me, fince my refi- 
dence in it has been the pieans of fav- 
ing and ferving you and Henrietta. Do 
not imagine that I Ihall ever forget you. 
Amidft the awful ftillnefs of the night, 
when, leaving my fleeplefs bed, I fre- 
quently wander forth, and, gazing on the 

O 2 ^V^w^% 
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planets above me, afk of the Divine 
Omnipotence that pervades all nature, 
why he has placed me in a world where 
only anguifh Jias been my portion, I 
will try to believe that evil, however 
heavily it has fallen on ncie, is only par- 
tial, and that good and happinefs pre- 
dominate in the general fyftem. I will 
carry my imagination to you and Hen- 
rietta; and there will yet be in the 
world two beings on whom I can think, 
with pleafure ; but I will not by being 
with you (hade your felicity with my 
gloom, or fufFer your fociety to become 
neceflary to me. I can here only in- 
dulge the habit of my mind without in- 
truding on others ; arid as to the appre- 
henfions you- entertain of perfonal dan- 
ger from the Maroons, believe me, Den- 
bigh, jhefe men, whom we call favages, 
have neither the blindn-efs nor the in- 
gratitude of the polifhed Europeans ; 
and they will not injure him who has 
been, as far as his power extended, their 

benefadlor. 
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benefaQor. Biit were it otherwife, is it 
for me to fear death? for me, whofe 
only gratification it is to cpnverfe in idea 
with the dead ? . 

^^ * Start not, my friend, but bear me. 
Such is my weaknefs, that I delight in 
imagining the fpirit of " my brave !*, my 
beautiful!" revifits me, Itmayimprefs 
you with apprehenfions of my infanity ; 
but it will not excite ^our ridicule, if I 
repeat, *' that when I lie down to rejl and 
the moon looks into my cave t,'* his (hade 
often ftands before me; the air fighs 
among the boughs, and it is his voice ; I 
look up to the ftars, and behold in thofe - 
orbs of ethereal fire the habitations of 
fouls fo pure as his. But at other times 

No, I will not relate to you my 

darker refleQionsj yet even they are 
preferable to \^^i thofe that afflifted ,me 
in the world were, whenever a worth- 
lefs or infignificant young man, and I 

• The tragedy of Douglas, 
t Offian. 
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faw but too many of them, was obtruded 
on me, I felt allj the cruelty of my 
deftiny ; and my mind, recurring to 
what he was, my loft, my murdered boy! 
I have exclaitned,Wherefofe fhouldyjicA 
an animal as that exift in high healthy 
apd my fon be in his grave ? 

" Why Ihould a dog, a horfe, ^ rat, have life, 
*' And thou no breaUi at all ? Thou* It come no 

more! 
*^ Oh, never, never, never!*-*— ^ 

** * From this defcription of my fecl- 
ingSj which more than half the world 
would,! am well aware, call madncfs,you 
will judge, my friend, how unfit I am to . 
return to a place in that world. It is 
among 'my rocks and trees, then, that I 
cat) indulge this weaknefsj^if weaknefs it 
be; and there are times when I rife 
above it. When, alone in my caVern 
amid the mountains, the night-ftorm and 
land-wind threaten to difmantle them of 



* "Shale fpeare, 
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their magnificent (hades, and the rocks 
tremble to their cenlre ; or, when I 
liften to the heavy waves burfting againft 
the northern cliffy of the idand ; when 
the clouds that bear the thunder are ga- * 
thering around me, and afar off at fea 
1 mark the figns of an approaching tor- 
nado ; then it is that I feel myfelf ele- 
vated, fublimed above this earth, and 
partake in fome degree of the beatitude 
of thofe beings who dwell beyond the 
temped and the earthquake, Difen- ' 
gaged from all that binds others to this, 
planet, I rather court than fear the phe* 
noraena,' which are likely to detach me 
from it phyfically, as already I am mo- ^ 
fally emancipated/ 

" * You will eafily belfieve", continued 
Mr. Denbigh, " that after the clofe of 
this coiiverfation I defifted from any 
further attempts to prevail on my An- 
gular and unhappy benefaSor to actom- 
pany us to England. I now return to 
the fequel of my poor Henrietta's tcr- 

O 4 it\&s:. ^ '^ 
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rific adventures, which I will repeat as 
nearly as 1 can Tn the firft perfon, and 
in her own words.'* 



2]he Story of Henrietta concluded. 

*' On the evening/' faid my poor 
girl, " after I had written the laft lines 
you have feen, my uneafihefs was con- 
fiderabiy increafed by the appearance 
of Amponah, who feemed to be in the 
greateft agitation and uneafinefs. Yet 
when I urged him to fay, whether my 
father^was coming, or what was the caufe , 
of his being fo much afFefted, his con- 
fufion appeared to increafe, and his an- 
fwers, vague and contradiftory as they 
were, ftruck me with more terror than if 
the objefls of my dread had been clearly 
defined. To the two moft hideous 
caufes of fear, the arrival of my father 
. and Mr. Sawkins, and an attack of the. 
Maroons on the plantation, he added a 
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third, by faying, that the Obi women 
had been in the woods employed on 
their fpells, and they difcovered that 
fome great misfortune was about to 
happen to me^ and would happen if I 
did not immediately leave the houfe and 
take fhelter in fome other place. 

** I cannot convey an idea of the 
efFed which all this, delivered in Am- 
ponah's ftrange jargon, had on me. His 
wild looks ; the intereft he feemed to . 
take in my fafety, for which it appeared 
as if his fears were fo great asalmoft to 
deprive him of his reafon ; all contri- 
buted to di draft and diftrefs me, while 
there was not another perfon in the 
houfe to whom I could communicate my 
apprehenfions, or of whom I could a(k 
advice. Gafping for breath, I went to 
the window, and certainly heard noifes 
enough anu)ng the woods and high 
lands, to confirm what Amponah had 
told me, that an immediate attack of the 
Maroons was to be feared. .He alTured 

- O 5 aie 
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ihe^oo, that oh more than one planla- 

tioD, four or five miles off, the buildings 

and canes had been fired, and that to 

the fouth-eaft I might fee the flames. 

He came in a few minutes afterwards, in 

apparently increafed terror, to tell me> 

that be had juft difcovered that a much 

greater number of the people than he had 

atfirft fuppofed were not only difaffefted, 

but, irritated by the hard treatment they 

had received, waited only the arrival of 

their matter, to wreak their vengeance 

more completely on his perfon than 

they could do on merely his properly. 

Oh! think, my dear Denbigh ! the ef- 

k& that all this, which was indeed but 

too probable, muft have on the mind of 

your poor Henrietta ! 

' ''I now for the' firft time thought of 

my father's prefence as defirable, fince I 

could not imagine that in fuch an hour 

of peril he would perfift in concluding 

the detefted marriage ; but Amponab, 

who faw that I caught at this hope, af- 

1 ' . fured 
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^ured me, that I might fatisfy myfelf the 
preparations ftill went on, and that a 
party of military were fuppofed to be on 
their way to meet my father, and proteft 
him and his gutfts from every appre^ 
henfipn. Though this was a contradic- 
tion to fome part of what he had told me* 
before, the general impreflion of terror 
on my mind prevented my attending to 
minute probabilities ; and the negro 
girl, who now waited on me, faid all that 
was calculated to increafe the.agonies of 
fear which I fuffered. Oii the other 
hand, Amponah,. on whofe faith and at- 
tachment I had the greateft ireliance,. 
and who was I believed much more in- 
telligent than the reft of the negroes^ 
propofed to me to efcape. He faid he 
coul^ undertake to conduft me through 
the woods by a path fo little known or 
frequented, that there would be no dan- 
ger of my being met by any one> and 
that he would take a mule from the 
ftable^ and lead him round to a place 

O 6 beyond 
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beyond the wood, from whence he could 
conduft me in fafety to the houfe of a 
lady he named to me ; and then go hiin- 
* felf to Mrs. Apthorp, who was not far 
off, and who would, ^to ufe the man's 
phrafe, * be my good friend, and make 
peace with mjaffa/ The fchfeme was 
plaufible; my fituation was defperate ; 
and to deliberate was, I thought, to ha- 
zard irrecoverable mifery. I decided 
then to truft myfelf to. the guidance of 
Amponah that very evening. Yet fach 
was my terror and reluftance that I 
fliould have ftirunk from this dangerous 
confidence, even after i had agreed to 
give it, had not a negro arrived with in^ 
telligence, as he affured me, that' my fa- 
ther and Mr. Sawkins, with the man of 
the church who was to perform the ce- 
remony, were at the plantation of one of 
his friends, only eleven miles off, and 
would be at the houfe before the noon 
of the next day. 

"As foon, therefore, as it was night, 1 

croffed 
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crofled the garden with trembling fteps, 
and found Amponah waiting for me 
without. He had a brace of piftols, and 
a dark lantern ; and affured me, as fal- 
teringly'I queftioned him, that he had 
taken every precaution to fecure my 
fafpty. It was foon too late to retreat, 
and, in a ftate of mind not eafy to be 
imagined, I followed his fteps through 
the winding and rough path of a wood 
of cedar, and other large and fhadowy 
trees, where it was foon totally dark, and 
even the filence of my conductor and 
his footfteps were now become objeds 
of terror to me. 1 fpoke to him. He 
faid we fhould foon come to the place 
where he had left the mule; but there Was 
fomething in his manner that aggravated 
my apprehenfions. I thodght he no longer 
fpoke with his accuftomed refpeft. He 
fpoke as if he felt that I was in his 
power. I had declined taking his arm 
to affift me in walking; though I began 
to totter through fear and fatigue,, for 
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the way feemed endlefs, and became 
more rugged at every ftep. I was at 
length obliged to cotnplain ; for we had 
now pafled what could not be lefs than 
two miles, ftill going up or. defcgnding 
among the woods. Juff as I declared 
my doubts of being able to go any fur- 
ther, we were in a fort of ravine formed 
by torrents of water in the rainy feafon^ 
over which a Urge tree was thrown to 
facilitate the paflage^ when the torrent 
raged beneath. - Here it wias abfolutely 
neceflary for me to fuffer Amponah to 
affift me; he almoft carried me in his 
arms acrofs. When we reached the op- 
poGte bank, I difengaged myfelf from 
his hold; and affuming the manner which 
I felt to be neceffary, though my heart 
funk as I fpoke, I ordered hitn to tell 
me exaflly how nkich farther we had to 
go. Inftead of a direft reply, the negro* 
turned towards me ; and fuddenly throw- 

• What is here related Js taken from a real events 
though not happening under dtfailar circumftances. 
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ing the light of this lantern on his coun« 
ti^nance, I faw his eyes roll, and his fea- 
tures afliime ai> expreffion which ftill 
haunts my dreams^ when fearful vifions 
of the paft flit over my mind. 

" He made a ftep or two towards me. 
I recoiled, and, almoft on the brink of 
the precipice we had juftpafled, no idea 
but that o^ throwing myfclf into it oc- 
curred to me when he thus fpokc ; 

** * Mifly, I tell trute now — I tove 
you. Inoflavenow; I m^ mafter and 
yours. Mifly, there no difference noW; 
you be my wife. I love you from a 
child ! You live with me : nay, nay, no 
help for it; I take care of that.' 

*' Thus fpeaking, he approached me, 
and all the horrors to which I faw my- 
felf liable were but too certain. Efcape 
there was none ; but the hollow we had 
pafied was more than deep enough to 
have dcftroyed me in my fall ; and ftep- 
ping back as the wretch advanced, I 
feized a fapling that grew on the edge of 



^» 
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the excavated rock ; by which I held, 
declaring to Amponah, with a degree of 
firmnefs at which I^am now aftonifhed, 
that if he advanced anotber ftep I would 
throw myfelf down the precipice and pe- 
rifli. Trufting, ho\yever, to his ftrength 
and my weaknefs, he was advancing, and 
I prepared for the dark and defperate 
plunge, recommending my foul to the 
Being who gave it, when a volley of 
{hot from I know not where levelled my 
affailant with the ground, and I fell half 
ftunned, yet not infenfible, at the foot of 
the tree to which I had clung. 

" I was immediately furrounded by 
men of various, fhades of coloilr; ne- 
groes, maroons, quadroons, I knew not 
what. One among them; who was evi- 
dently their chief, advanced towards ine^ 
fpoke to me in Englifb, and, by his voice 
and manner, tried to re-afluremc. All 
the recolleftion and prefence of mind I 
could command did not, however, ferve 
to give me any confidence of fafety. I 

- feemed 
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feemed to have been delivered from one 
ievil, only to have fallen into another. 
The noifes, the geftures, the eager man- 
ner of thefe ftrange people filled me 
with terror and difmay. The Maroon, 
however, who commanded them, and to 
whom they gave the title of General^ ap- 
peared to have not only more authority 
but to be more humanized than the tell. 
To Am, therefore, with a degree of re- 
folution which now excites my furprife, 
I addrefTed myfelf. I told him who I 
was, and the caufe which had compelled 
. me to leave my father's houfe, and put 
myfelf into the guidance of one of the 
negroes. The general, for fo I muft 
diftinguifh him, received this inform- 
ation as not being new to him. He faid 
what he thought might tend to confole 
me, though it had a very contrary efFeft; 
and ordering his men to cut down fomef 
boughs, and make a fort of litter, which 
they efFeSed in a few moments, I was 
placed in it ; and the general walking by my 



4 



g06 THE SOI.ITARY WANDERER. 

fide with a piftol in his h^nd^ they began 
^ to afcend the mountaio, near whofe bafe 
I was when this meeting Happened. AH 
this, paired by the light of torches, which 
had been produced and lit a moment 
after the appearance of this party of 
people. • ' 

'" Denbigh! I will not attempt to con- 
vey to you an idea of what paffed in my 
mind during this fearful hour; for it 
was at leaft that before the cavalcade, of 
which I Vas fo miferable as to form the 
principal objeft, arrived at the place I_ 
ftiall afterwards dcfcribe. At the mo- 
ment I was deprived pf all fenfe and re- 
folution ; for a number of women came 
out from a dark cavern overhung with 
wood, to meet the perfons they had all * 
the night been expefting. Their cla- 
mours and ftrange noifes were fufficient 
to have alarmed me : but, judge of my 
co'nfternation when I learned, by an ha- 
rangue from the. general himfelf, which 
be delivered with an air of authority, as , 

he 



THE STORY OF HENRIETTA. 3O7 

he commanded them to lift me from 
the litter, that he had in the woods ref- 
cued a beautiful white woman from^ a 
negro, and had brought her to be added 
to the number of his wives. He, there- 
fore, as he was obliged to go out again 
for fome* hours, direfted them to take 
great care of me, and caufoi me to take 
refrefhment, and induce me to conGder 
xnyfelf as 6n6 of their number at his re* 
turn. 

**. Overcome with the variety. of hor- 
rors I had unilergone, my mind could 
no longer refift perfonal fatigue; and 
when two or three wild-looking female 
dark faces advanced, and, taking me up 
among then), carried me into the cavern ; 
I no longer knew what happened, but 
f^nk into total infenfibility; having only 
preferved my recoUeftion long enough 
to know that the men, after calling for a 
fupply of drink, again difappeared; a 
circumftance which would have leflened 
my terror, if the afpeft of the women. 
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and the orders I heard given, had left 
me any power to argue with my fears. 

" 1 remained many hours incapable of 
refleftion, and then recovered from this 
half-confcious ftate, in which all I feemed 
to know was, that fomething very dread- 
ful had befallen me, when to my open* 
ing eyes objeds prefented themfelves 
which I fhall never forget. ^ 

" I was lying on the ground on a par- 
cel of thofe blue and white rugs of cot- 
ton woven and dyed by the negroes. 
Above me, I faw the high rough arch of 
a rocky cavern ; to which light was ad- 
mitted only by the entrance at fome dif- 
tance, half obfcured by foliage, and the 
evening was approaching. I raifed my- 
felf on my elbow, ahd Iboked around 

me. I faw, at the entrance of the ca- 

•I 

vern, a group of negro and mulatto 
fchildren ; and near them/a little within 
it, three negr^ffes or mulattos^. One of 
the children obferved me move, and ex- 
claiming, * Buckra, buckra, live !* tlie 
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oldiefl: ^of the women turned and came 
towards iiie. I never beheld fo hide- 
ous, fo difgufting a creature ; and fuch 
was the dread with which I was infpired 
as fhe hung oyer me, that I was once 
more on the point of lofing my mifery 
in infenfibility. 

** The fearful wretch feemed, how- 
ever, to exprefs a ftrange fort of fatis- 
faQion in feeing me revive. She beck^ 
oned to another who did not appear 
equally delighted, and bade her, as JL 
underllood by her figns, bring her fome- 
thing for me from another part of the 
cav6rn. This negrefs was a fat and 
heavy creature, her neck and arms or- 
namented with beads, ftrujig feeds, and 
pieces of mother of pearl; and though 
there was an afFeflation of European 
drefs, fhe was half naked, and her fright- 
ful bofom loaded with finery was difplay- 
ed moft difguftingly. ReluClantly, and 
eyeing me, malignantly, fhe reached what 
the old woman demanded, and then, 

with 
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with an expreflion it is not eafy to de- 
fcribe, withdrew, &nd feemed, 4s rfid her 
companion, anxioully Ho liften ^i the 
entrance of the cavern. 

_ k , . 

•' The elder woman now offered me 
, fomethiiag in a cocoa-nut fliell, wiiich I 
put by, fori thought it impioffible for 
^ me to fwallow. But I fodnfoulid I had 
no choice. The menacing attitude and 
countenance affumed by the forcerefs 
terrified me into immediate fubmiffion ; 
and while flie flood chattering over me, 
I forced myfelf to take what (he held ; 
which was, I believe, rum mixed with 
goat's milk. I prayed, as well as the 
confufed and ftunned ft ate of my mind 
would permit me to pray, that it might 
^ be fomething which fliould fpeedily end 
nly wretched exiftence. The third of 
the women was a mulatto, younger and 
lefs terrific to my imagination than, the 
others: but her diTpofition feemed to 
differ in nothing from the fat negrefs ; 
for, approaching, me, as I had again laid 

myfelf 



THE STORY OF HENRIETTA* 31t 

myfelf down, and hid my face with one 
of my hands, flie pointed out to her 
companions the bracelets I had on my- 
wrifts, which, together wi|h a pair of fmall 
gold ear-rings, and a piQure of my 
aunt tied to a riband round my neck, 
were- all my^ ornaments. Thefe they 
took away, an^' divided, I imagine, be-' 
tween them. The elder, foon after re- 
turning, took off my pockets, in which 
there were two fmelling-boltles,apocket- 
book, and an inlaid tooth^pick cafe. 
Thefe things were fet in gold; of which 
they feemed to know the value, and to 
be mightily delighted with them. My 
clothes were next examined; and a petti- 
coat of fine muflin and a cloak of the fame, 
in which I had been wrapped, were ap- 
propriated without ceremony ; but my 
upper garment, which was a dark chintz, 
feemed not to tempt them, and they left 
me in pofleffion of it* 

** The old woman, who was, as I after- 
wards foundj the general's mother^ op- 

pofed 
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pofed this plunder of my trinkets and 
clothes with all her power; but the other 
two, who were his wives, feemed to hold 
her authority in contemj^t. After a 
time, the two who were the general's 
wives went out together. The old wo- 
man remained, and, after offering me 
every thing flie thought would mod 
completely anfwer the direftions (he had 
received from her fon, of which I re- 
jeQed the greater part, (he went to her 
bed, as I imagined, in another cave^ or 
at leaft in another and (Jiftant part of 
that where I was. 

" The children too, who had fur- 
rounded her, were all gone to the places 
where they flept, and the cavern became 
filent. I heard nothing but the fighing 
of tfee wind without, and fo perfeft was 
the ftillnefs, that I fancied it poffible I 
might efcape; but, perhaps, only- the 
exhaufted (late in which I was, the 
weaknefs of my body affe£ling my judg- 
ment, could have induced me to form 

fuch 
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fuch a fcbeme. I arofe, however, and 
creeping with difficulty to the entrance 
of the Cavern, I looked around me in a 
• fiate of mind fo cpnfufed and bewild- 
ered, . that I cannot now diftinftly re- 
late what I then felt. The fiky above 
me was illuminated with myriads of 
ftars. There was that peculiar clear- 
nefs and luftre in the blue arch where 
they fparkled, that is feen only in thefe 
regions. My fpirits were revived : I 
breathed more freely, and my foul once 
more refuming its powers, I was able to 
fupplicate Heaven for mercy and de- 
liverance. 

** As if the great Governor of the 
Univerfe had heard me it was already at 
hand. I faw, coming from the afcent 
among the trees, two female figures, ia 
whom I foon recognized the general's 
two wives. The younger of them im« ' 
mediately approached me. 

*• She' inquired of me in a language^ 
which my folicitude to comprehend Ke^^ 

Vol. il. P ^ \a^a.'^^ 
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taught me to , underQand whether it 
was not contrary to my wrfhes that I 
was where I now found myfelf. 

** I anfwered, that it was moft un- 
doubtedly ft)> and that there was no- 
thing I would not do to acquit njyfelf 
of the obligation I fliould owe to the 
perfon^who would deliver me from it. 

" After a Ihort converfatiori, I found 
that this won^an, long the favourite fal- 
taha of the Maroon chief, had no in- 
clination to bav^ another rival in bis 
favour; and that, after a confultation 
with the other woman, who joined in 
the defire to appropriate thi^ hero of 
the bills to themfelves, the younger, . 
who called herfelf Mimba Qcra, bad re. 
folved to try my difpofition to depart, 
or if I bad (hewn no fuch diipofition, 
to murder me !-^for though fhe did not 
fay fo, I perceived that fuch was ^be 
refolution thefe rival ladies had taken. 

. ** My agonizing eagernefs to efcape, 
however^ 'was loo wtv^o{o\no^^V to leave 



N 
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them a mpment'is doubt of my ifin'ee- 
riiy.' There was not a fecond oPtiroc . 
to tfifle. The rfegrefs u ndertook to watch 
the old .wx>man; tine tnuUUP^ tq cpn- 
du(5l me. My fears lent me ftrength. . 
I followed, or was led by my conduc- 
tref$ to the; hermitage^ w|)Dfe inhabi- , 
tant I have fince found wajS my uncle T 
I will not. attempt to defcribe my^ re- 
ception. You have feen him^ you have 
heard him,, and may imagine h9w fuch 
a roan received, at, the rifk of his- fafety 
and life, a wretched young woman, of. 
bis own colour and nation, though he 
did not then know (he was the daugh- 
ter Of his brother* 

^ ^* What happened at the c^ivp pf the 
Maroons, how the womert c^njtri^ved to/ 
divert the fufpicions, or appeafe the 
jmger of the general, or whether; Jbjne 
siUafik of the troops fent agaijnftv them 
prevented atiy purfui t, I bad r np mean^ 
Qf af^ertaining^, ; I only know, that i^fteF 
r^iSiaining two. d^ys in my xurtSle'S 
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wild abode, a (lay which greatly re- 
ftored my ftrength. Providence in its 
mercy c6ndu£ted your, my dear.D^- 
high ! thither^ and what followed I need 
not relate." 

Here my friend Denbigh concluded 
the narrative of his wife's fufferirigs. 
They were married immediately, the 
governor ferving Henrietta as a father 
at the deremony J they embarked as foon 
as pofEble afterwards for Etigland, 
where they have now been a few weeks 
only, and Denbigh is looking out for 
the purchafe of an eftate in England, 
having divefted himfclf, though at fome 
lofs, of all his property on tlie other fide 
tlie Atlantic. 

Here then, my friends, the eventful 
hiftory clofes. Of me you will- hear 
farther from another country perhaps ; 
for I meditate an excurfion, of which 
J will ' not memion the particulars, be- 
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caufe I have not quite decided upon 
them in my own mind, and know that 
at all events they will be too eccentric to 
obtain at leaft in the prolpe&us your 
approbation. 

Adieur 
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